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Gaydays: 
Party  with 
a  purpose 
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Liberated  Energy's  celebration 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Toronto  covered  four  days  and 
a  lot  of  the  city  with  a  vibrant, 
visible  gay  presence.  Reporter 
Robin  Hardy  takes  a  look 
behind  the  scenes  with  some  of 
the  people  who  helped  make  it 
happen. 


not  collective,  rights.  In  his  new 
column,  "Between  the  Lines," 
Ken  Popert  weighs  the  rhetoric 
against  the  reality  of  modern 
mass  movements. 


Out 

in  the  home 

of  machismo 
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Things  that 
go  munch 
in  the  night 
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Gourmets  may  retch,  but  then, 
one  AM  is  no  time  to  be  choosy  if 
you're  out  on  the  Yonge  Street 
"Strip"  and  find  you're  hungry. 
Irwin  Barrer  investigates  places 
to  find  a  bedtime  snack  in  the 
first  installment  of  TBP's  new 
column,  "Out  in  the  City." 


Doit 
yourself 
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Movement  conferences  have  an 
unfortunate  —  and  unfair  — 
reputation  for  being  dull  affairs. 
One  workshop  at  the  recent 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  gathering  in  Windsor 
(seepage  10)  won't  face  such 
a  charge:  it  was  on  masturbation. 
Fiona  Rattray  provides  insights 
into  hot  flashes  and  good  vibra- 
tions (both  kinds)  in  "Dykes." 


Civil  rights: 
A  solo  trip? 
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Since  l he  18th  century  our 
political  oratory  has  been 
phrased  in  terms  of  individual, 


Spain  has  a  dynamic  and  grow- 
ing gay  movement  now,  but  the 
heirs  of  Franco  are  still  very 
much  in  power.  Lesbian  sisters 
Clara  and  Mariana  Valverde 
recount  a  visit  home  —  to 
Father's  watchful  eye. 

So  much  for 

legislated 

rights? 9 

When  the  Quebec  National 
Assembly  added  protection  for 
gay  people  to  the  provincial 
Human  Rights  Charter  last 
December,  people  cheered  — 
and  then  held  their  breath  for 
the  first  test.  Well,  it's  come, 
and  guess  what? 


Kinsey 
and  his  kind 


37 


Alfred  Kinsey  (above)  smiled 
through  the  uproar  over  his 
Human  Sexual  Behavior  in  1 948. 
Today,  even  he  might  be  lulled  to 
sleep  by  his  proteges'  new  study, 
Homosexualities. 

lhr(  over:  BalloOtli  were  the  ever  present 

symbol oj  Gayda)  i  Gtrald Haimoncav&ht 
gaypsyi  hologisl  ( \ul  Bognar  (also  shown 
above)  among  a  bunch  of  them  at  tkt  I  ><• 
i  Toronto  \rea  (>.n  s)  <  ounsefflnggroupdispla) 
in  Queen's  i\irk 
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Proposition  6  would 
make  it  illegal  to  be 
glad  to  be  gay  in 
California  schools. 
It's  on  the  ballot 
now,  and  by  Nov- 
ember it  could  be 
law.  Michael  Merrill 
describes  the  forces 
that  are  gathering 
to  fight  it. 
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As  will  be  obvious  to  regular  readers  of 
this  magazine,  The  Body  Politic  has  gone 
into  a  new  format. 

The  change  w  as  motivated  by  three 
things.  The  first  was  the  simple  need  for 
more  space;  this  issue  of  TBP  is  nearly  a 
quarter  larger  than  last  month's.  Wewere 
also  interested  in  reaching  more  people  — 
oneof  the  first  responsibilities  of  an>  pol- 
itical publication  —  and  have  redesigned 
the  cover  and  layout  with  an  eye  to  be- 
coming more  visible  and  more  at  t  ract  i \  e . 

Our  third  goal,  it  must  be  admitted,  was 
to  have  a  bit  of  fun  playing  with  some  new 
ideas.  We  have  had  fun  (panic  and  fatigue 
at  times,  too),  but  measuring  the  real  suc- 
cess of  this  change  depends  on  response 
from  readers,  both  old  and  new .  We'd 
appreciate  knowing  what  you  think. 
• 

The  battle  against  the  Briggs  Initiative, 

while  it  has  galvanized  people  in  Califor- 
nia, is  perhaps  not  well  enough  known 
elsewhere,  especiall)  outside  the  US  \ 
Its  significance,  however, can  hard!)  be 
overestimated:  on  November  7  more  than 
ten  million  people  will  ha\eachanceto 
votetheir  feelings  on  gay  rights,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  be  overconfident  about 
the  results 

rBP's  contribution  to  the  Briggs  battle 
is  the  article  thai  begins  on  page  2-1  h  was 
written  b\  Michael  Merrill  in  San  Francis- 
coand  sent  to  I  oronto  foi  editing,  design 
and  layout,  We  finished  it  ■  few  days  be 
fore  the  rest  ol  this  issue  and  instantl)  had 
n  copied  and  sent  back  tot  alifornia  where 
it  is  id  he  used  in  the  campaign  to  stop 
Proposition  6. 

Not  ever)  battle  crosses  borders;  Can 
adiansare  always  having  to  decide  which 
American  issues  arc  theirs,  too,  and  which 
are  not   Riis  time,  our  choice  isdeai 
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Oatmeal: 

We  take  stone-ground 

whole  wheat  and  unbleached 

white  flours,  pure,  golden  honey 

and  lots  of  rolled  oats, 

mix  them  together  and  bake. 

It's  a  ch ewey ,  slightly  sweet  loaf 

that's  just  waiting  for  a  dab 

of  breakfast  jam. 

Get  it  at 
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1099  Yonge  Street,  Toronto. 

Just  south  of  the  Summerhill  Liquor  Store. 

Phone  922-8661 


Re:  porn 


The  contributions,  including  the  one  by 
Gerald  Hannon,  do  what  some  Toronto 
newspapers  have  in  the  past  done  to  the 
gay  liberation  movement  of  this  country: 
they  draw  a  line. 

Hannon's  attempt  to  emphasize  the 
CLGRC  s  and  TBP  's  opposition  to  new 
governmental  legislation  against  porn- 
ography does  not  escape  the  rhetoric  it  set 
out  to  confront.  Hannon  writes: 
"Pornography  which  degrades  women, 
which  incites  violence  —  and  yes,  there's 
alotofit...." 

This  clause,  I  think,  misunderstands 
and  overestimates  pornography.  Certain- 
ly, our  traditional  understanding  of 
artistic  representation,  where  the  realities 
of  life  are  removed  and  sublimated,  is  put 
into  question  in  pornography.  In  classical 
art  we  look  into  a  supposedly  untroubled 
mirror,  enjoy  or  suffer,  and  perhaps 
understand  ourselves  and  the  world 
better.  This  does  not  quite  apply  to  porn- 
ography as  a  genre.  After  all,  classical 
actors'  tears  or  laughter,  hate  or  love,  are 
not  supposed  to  be  real,  whereas 
erections  or  orgasms  must  be  much  closer 
to  their  performers'  feeling  and  excite- 
ment of  the  moment,  and  thus  the  dis- 
tinction between  representation  and 
reality  is  obliterated.  Moreover,  not 
much  different  from  any  non-porno- 
graphic filmmaking,  the  additional 
presence  of  cameras  with  a  crew  of  men 
and  women  behind  them  who  watch  and 
record  the  event  adds  to  the  voyeuristic 
impulse  of  this  art  form,  an  aspect  which 
is  not  far  removed  from  the  exciting 
attempt  at  truthful  recording  through 
documentary  film.  Maybe  in  pornog- 
raphy we  have  a  tenuous  hybrid  between 
observed  reality  and  controlled 
performance  —  but,  by  its  very  form,  it 
will  remain  an  artifact,  nothing  more,  be 
the  film  "good"  or  "bad." 

As  far  as  violence-causing  effects  are 
concerned,  in  our  iconographic  age  where 
we  are  constantly  bombarded  by  discor- 
dant wo  /  man  made  pictures,  such  an 
argument  is  untenable  and  transposes  the 
potential  violence  of  our  present  societal 
situation  onto  a  basically  innocuous  art 
form. 

The  government  with  its  proposed  new 
legislation  on  pornography  wants  to 
deflect  our  energies  and  create  an  arti- 
ficial scapegoat;  and  we  seem  all  too 
willing  to  submit  to  the  shearing. 

I  f  the  theory  of  the  modern  state  is 
correct  that  it  fulfills  two  basic  and  often 
mutually  contradictory  functions: 
accumulation  (of  capital)  and  legitimi- 
zation (of  this  accumulation  process),  the 
Canadian  state  suffers  today  from  a  bad 
legitimization  crisis .  In  view  of  1 .5 
million  unemployed  and  the  income  loss 
for  the  various  employed  versus  the 
increasing  profits  of  corporations,  it  is 
difficult  for  the  government  to  keep  a 
straight  face  in  preserving  social 
harmony.  The  government  needs  to  look 
for  additional  issues  to  pin  its  legitimiza- 
tion on.  And  what  would  be  more 
suitable  than  the  attack  on  sexuality  in  its 
non-sanctioned  forms?  Such  an  attack 
divides  feminist  women  from  feminist 
men,  it  underlines  the  tension  between 
gay  and  straight  people,  it  plays  with,  and 
utilizes,  the  many  multicultural  fears, 


morals  and  prejudices  of  new  Canadians 
in  a  new  society.  It  keeps  those 
unemployed  under  control  whose  "idle- 
ness" might  well  breed  "evil"  thoughts, 
it  potentially  antagonizes  the  employed 
against  the  unemployed,  it  widens  the  gap 
between  the  age  groups;  in  short,  it 
pursues  the  known  tactics  of  dividing  and 
conquering. 

I  don't  think  it  is  simplistic  to  see  things 
this  simply.  Speak  to  the  powerful  and 
rich,  who  will  agree.  It  is  the  majority  of 
us:  the  confused,  the  middle  class,  the 
socially  mobile,  the  workers,  the 
unemployed,  who  have  difficulty  in 
grasping  the  situation.  Not  them! 
Richard  Mehringer 
Toronto 

Porn  again 

Regarding  the  pornography  debate,  let 
me  attempt  to  restate  the  essence  of  my 
position. 

In  a  society  where  pornography  is  a 
major  industry,  where  catering  to 
misogyny  is  highly  profitable,  some 
degree  of  control  is  necessary. 

There  must  be  limits  set  on  the ' 4  free- 
dom" of  the  pornography  industry  — 
just  as  there  are  controls,  inadequate  as 
they  are,  on  the  "freedom"  of  other 
industries  to  pollute  our  air  and  water,  to 
contaminate  our  food  and  drugs,  ill-treat 
workers  or  bamboozle  consumers.  We 
may  have  reservations  about  specific 
regulations  and  about  their  enforcement, 
but  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  it  is 
dangerous  (and  naive)  to  question  the 
need  for  their  existence.  Freedom  from 
regulation  inevitably  works  to  the  benefit 
of  those  who  already  hold  power  and  con- 
trol resources .  Freedom  is  a  tricky  con- 
cept. When  someone  preaches  freedom, 
let's  be  careful  to  ask  "freedom  for 
whom,  to  do  what?" 

It  is  my  view  that  at  this  time,  we 
women  have  something  to  lose  and  little 
to  gain  by  the  removal  of  all  restraints  on 
the  porno  industry.  Other  sections  of 
society  may  see  their  interests  differently. 
To  the  extent  that  freedom  for  gay  men  to 
express  their  sexuality  as  they  choose  does 
not  include  the  victimization  and 
degradation  of  women,  their  interest  in 
the  abolition  of  all  porno  laws  is  perfectly 
legitimate.  What  is  not  legitimate  is  any 
attempt  to  invalidate  our  concerns. 

It  is  high  time  we  stopped  arguing  who 
is  "right"  and  who  is  "wrong."  It  only 
plays  into  the  hands  of  our  common 
enemies.  Let's  work  towards  a  realistic 
synthesis  of  all  our  legitimate  concerns. 
How  can  we  optimize  our  freedom  while 
minimizing  the  freedom  of  others  to 
oppress  us?  Not  an  easy  problem  to 
grapple  with.  But  in  my  view,  that's  the 
way  we  must  look  at  the  issue. 
Eve  Zaremba 
Toronto 

Porn  free... 

Re:  Letter,  September/ 78  issue:  "Doing 
our  own  work." 

I  wonder  if  those  who  insist  on  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  purveyors  of  violence 
against  women  would  argue  as  vigorously 
for  a  similar  laissez-faire  approach  to  the 
economy  and  the  ruling  class. 

Susan  G  Cole 
Toronto 
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"The  government  with  its  proposed  new  legislation 

on  pornography  wants  to  deflect  our  energies  and  create 

an  artificial  scapegoat.  We  seem  all  too  willing 

to  submit  to  the  shearing. ' ' 


Wages  Due  do 


In  response  to  Gerald  Harmon's 
commentary  on  the  Halifax  conference 
and  his  attack  on  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
(TBP,  August  /78),  a  few  clarifications 
seem  imperative.  First,  as  their  public 
statements  have  made  clear,  Wages  Due 
Lesbians  has  never  been  against  unity. 
What  they  have  opposed  is  male 
domination  of  the  gay  movement. 

Gerald  paints  Wages  Due  Lesbians  as 
divisive  because  in  practice  at  Halifax 
they  opposed  his  defence  of  pedophilia, 
as  they  argued  against  the  rescinding  of 
the  50  per  cent  resolution  which  guaran- 
teed lesbian  women  power.  They  were 
further  portrayed  as  divisive  because  they 
raised  the  concerns  of  lesbian  mothers 
which,  contrary  to  a  resolution  passed 
last  year  at  Saskatoon,  were  shuffled  over 
again  at  Halifax.  They  also  helped  gay 
religious  people  raise  their  concerns 
about  the  anti-religious  bias  of  the  gay 
movement  and  they  helped  gay  youths 
put  forward  their  demands.  Heavy- 
handed  moves  like  Gerald's  suggestion 
that  Wages  Due  be  expelled  from  any  gay 
coalition  may  explain  why  lesbian  women 
are  keeping  their  distance  from  mixed 
organizations. 

Gerald '  s  support  of  male  domination  is 
made  obvious  by  his  suggestion  that  more 
time  be  devoted  at  conferences  to  fuck- 
ing around .  Neither  myself  nor  any  of  the 
other  gay  men  who  are  now  rallying 
around  Wages  Due  Lesbians  are  against 
fun  —  far  from  it.  We  want  everyone  to 
have  more  joy  and  play  in  their  lives  and 
not  just  those  few  men  whose  lives  are  so 
wonderful  they  can  afford  to  devote 
themselves  at  national  conferences 
primarily  to  cruising.  The  question  really 
is  whose  concerns  are  being  met  by  the 
gay  liberation  movement.  We  are  happy 
Gerald's  are,  but  we  encourage  him  to  see 
a  bit  beyond  himself  in  the  future. 
NeiK.lickman 
(Gay  Men  in  Payday) 
Port  Washington,  NY 

More  conference  blues 

For  many  of  us  on  the  Prairies  who  have 
worked  long  and  hard  for  gay  liberation, 
the  6th  Annual  Conference  in  Halifax 
would  have  been  better  billed  as ' '  Building 
Repression  in  the  Face  of  Solidarity." 

I  am  referring  to  the  repre- 
hensible treatment  of  the  resolu- 
tions from  the  Prairie  Gay  Conference. 
The  resolutions  were  the  product  of  a 
large  meeting  of  gay  individuals  and 
group  representatives  from  across  the 
prairies .  At  that  meeting  all  of  the  resolu- 
tions were  seriously  discussed  and  almost 
without  exception  unanimously  agreed 
to.  They  were  strongly  worded  and 
sweeping  in  scope  but  entirely  construc- 
tive in  intent.  The  resolutions  proposed 
concrete  suggestions  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  growing  isolation  and  alienation 
we  were  feeling  in  regard  to  the  structure 
and  administration  of  the  Canadian 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
(CLGRC),  and  in  attempting  to  facilitate 
real  lesbian  participation  and  power- 
sharing  in  the  organization.  These  resolu- 
tions should,  at  the  very  least,  have  been 
the  basis  for  serious  dialogue  at  this  year's 
conference.  Instead  the  resolutions  were 
sabotaged.  Those  mandated  to  present 


them  were  ridiculed  and  scapegoated. 

TBP  might  attempt  to  whitewash  the 
problems  of  the  CLGRC  for  fear  of 
boring  people  who  were  not  there,  but  I 
believe  our  brothers  and  sisters  deserve  to 
know  what  happened. 

The  prairie  resolutions  were  sent  in  well 
in  advance  of  the  resolutions  deadline  of 
June  1 .  We  have  in  our  possession  the 
official  postal  receipts,  signed  in  Halifax 
by  Robin  Metcalfe  and  in  Ottawa  by  John 
Duggan,  indicating  that  the  resolutions 
had  been  received  on  May  29.  Yet  the 
national  conference  opened  with  an 
attack  on  those  resolutions  launched  by 
Metcalfe.  He  apparently  had  time  to  pre- 
pare an  attack  but  not  to  print  up  the 
resolutions.  Delegates  had  to  take  his 
word  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the  resolu- 
tions since  they  didn't  get  to  actually  see 
them  until  a  couple  of  days  later,  after  the 
prairie  people  paid  to  have  them  printed. 
From  all  reports,  that  was  long  after  all 
hope  of  meaningful  dialogue  had  passed. 
Metcalfe  apparently  had  the  gall  to  tell 
the  conference  that  delegates  did  not  get 
to  see  the  resolutions  he  was  attacking 
because  they  had  arrived  late.  This  false- 
hood and  the  clumsy  but  effective 
sabotage  of  the  contribution  of  a  major 
portion  of  the '  'coalition' '  were  shame- 
ful. Metcalfe  owes  an  apology  not  only  to 
the  prairie  delegates,  but  to  the  national 
community  and  particularly  to  all  of  the 
gay  groups  and  individual  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  participated  in  the  serious 
preparation  of  these  resolutions.  Photo- 
copies of  the  postal  receipts  have  been 
sent  to  the  Canadian  Gay  Archives  as  a 
footnote  to  Metcalfe's  unfortunate 
"contribution"  to  the  building  of 
solidarity. 

Standard  CLGRC  procedure  for 
dealing  with  dissent  seems  always  to  have 
been  to  savage  the  dissenters  at  the  annual 
conference  and  follow  it  up  with  a  hearty 
round  of  post-conference  whitewashing 
and  scapegoating.  This  year  would 
appear  to  be  a  classic. 

I  am  tired  of  the  constant  use  of  groups 
like  Wages  Due  Lesbians  and  After 
Stonewall  as  scapegoats.  TBP  comments 
about  "melodramatic  walkouts  by  After 
Stonewall  and  supporters' '  are  false  and 
misleading.  The  "walkout"  wasa 
legitimate  move  to  caucus  in  the  face  of 
Metcalfe's  unwarranted  attack  on  the 
prairie  resolutions.  Itwasnot/4//er 
Stonewall  and  supporters  walking  out, 
but  After  Stonewall  accompanied  by  the 
other  representatives  of  the  prairie  gay 
community  that  had  prepared  those 
resolutions.  Why  didn't  TBPtalk  about  a 
melodramatic  walkout  by  the  Saskat- 
chewan Gay  Coalition  (representing 
twelve  groups  plus  well  over  500 
individuals)  and  the  Gay  Community 
Centre  of  Saskatoon?  Both  of  those 
delegates  were  strongly  mandated  to  rep- 
resent the  prairie  resolutions.  Both 
walked  out ,  and  both  have  been  strongly 
supported  and  commended  by  their 
organizations  for  their  work  and  conduct 
at  the  conference.  Why,  then.  After  Ston- 
wall  and  followers?  It  is,  1  suspect, 
expedient  to  blame  problems  on  small 
groups  Ukc  After  Stonewall  vaxhcT  than 
raise  questions  as  to  why  large  and  highly 
respected  old  stalwartsof  the  movement 
like  the  Gay  Community  Centre  of  Saska 
toon  walk  out  of  the  conference. 
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f(The  opening  two  bars  from 
Beethoven's  Fifth  Symphony  in  C  Minor.) 


There  are  about  forty  different  recorded  versions  of  Beethoven's  most  famous  symphony 
listed  in  the  current  Schwann  Record  Catalogue.  Which  one  is  for  you?  Should  you  buy  the 
first,  second  or  third  version  recorded  by  the  great  German 
conductor  Herbert  von  Karajan?  Or  is  it  better  to  add  Tosca- 
nini's  famous  recording  to  your  collection?  And  how  about 
Bruno  Walter's?  or  Otto  Klemperer's?  or  George  Szell's?  Just 
where  does  one  begin?  Counterpoint's  Basic  Classical 
Record  Library  Guide  provides  the  answer.  Covering  250 
famous  works  by  nearly  80  different  composers,  this  guide 
recommends  at  least  three  versions  of  each  work  (including 
one  budget  best  buy)  with  a  brief  commentary  on  each  indiv- 
idual recording.  It's  an  invaluable  guide  to  choosing  the  best 
recording!  And  because  the  guide  has  been  expertly  pre- 
pared (by  Alexander  Inglis,  editor  of  the  new  classical  record 
review  journal.  Counterpoint),  you  won't  waste  another  doWar 
on  a  recording  you  don't  want  and  wish  you'd  never  bought! 

Send  $295  today  for  your  postage  paid  copy  to:  Counterpoint 
Publishing  Company,  Dept.  BP,  Box  186,  Postal  Station Z, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5N  2Z4. 
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Cheese  and  gourmet 
foods,  party  trays, 
gift  baskets,  coffee 
and  tea,  culinary 


accessories 


464  Parliament  Street  •   Toronto  M5A3A2  •    923-4670 


By  Daxnd  Watrnough 


NO  MORE  INTO  THE  GARDEN 
The  Chronicles  of  Davey  Bryant 

David  Watrnough 

Davey  Bryant,  a  homosexual  terrified  by  his  own  sexual  nature,  is 
confronted  by  a  host  of  wonderfully  etched  characters  on  a  modern- 
day  odyssey  in  search  of  happiness  which  reaches  from  a  Cornish 
hamlet  to  London,  Paris  and  North  America.  A  frank,  sensitive 
treatment  of  homosexuality  as  part  of  the  human  experience  and  of 
the  endless  quest  for  fulfillment. 
S8.95 
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When  is  the  gay  movement  going  to  wake  up 
and  realize  that  out  there  in  the  real  world  there  are 
millions  of  people  who  sincerely  believe 
homosexuals  are  the  PITS! ! ! ' ' 


National  coalitions  are  not  built 
through  yearly  exercises  in  condescen- 
sion, ridicule,  sabotage,  and  male 
chauvinism.  Neither  are  they  built  and 
strengthened  through  whitewashing  and 
scapegoating.  We  deserve  honest  and 
open  dialogue  not  only  at  our  annual 
conferences  but  also  in  our  press. 
Douglas  Wilson 
Saskatoon 

Fruits  are  the  pits 

It's  about  time  the  gay  movement 
stopped  clapping  itself  on  the  back  every 
time  a  gay  person  or  a  gay  group  does 
something,  and  begin  to  seriously  con- 
sider what  the  rest  of  society  thinks  of  it. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  report  by  Stuart 
Russell  in  the  June  /  July  issue  of  a  May 
Day  demonstration  in  Montreal,  in  which 
about  25  men  and  women  joined  in,  after 
the  Association  pour  ies  Droits  des 
Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  decided  to  participate. 

Russell  states  that  the  gay  contingent 
was  perhaps  the  only  one  in  any  May  Day 
celebration  in  Canada  and  ends  his  story 
with  a  quote  from  ADGQ  member  Ron 
Dayman,  complete  with  all  the  leftist 
political  catch-phrases  in  one  sentence: 
"May  Day . .  .gay  workers. .  .march  in  the 
streets. ..in  solidarity... workers'  move- 
ment." 

Why  didn't  Russell  go  and  interview 
some  of  those  workers  he  is  in  solidarity 
with?  Why  didn't  he  go  up  to  them  and 
ask  them  the  following  question: 
"There' s  a  group  of  homosexuals 
marching  in  this  demonstration.  What  do 
you  think  of  homosexuals?" 

I  dare  say  that  if  Russell  had  asked  that 
question,  he  would  have  been  called  a 
bloody  fairy;  he  would  have  been  made 
fun  of;  at  worst,  he  might  have  had  his 
face  beaten  up.  Or  maybe  all  of  him 
beaten  up. 

When  the  hell  is  the  gay  movement 
going  to  wake  up  and  realize  that  out 
there  —  in  the  REAL  world,  beyond  the 
gay  bars  and  the  cruising  grounds, 
beyond  the  YMCA  and  the  railroad 
stations  —  there  are  millions  of  people 
who  sincerely  believe  homosexuals  are 
the  absolute  PITS!!! 

Twenty- five  gay  people  marching  in  a 
May  Day  parade  isn '  t  going  to  change  a 
damn  thing. 
David  E  Pinto 
Montreal 

Beer  by  any  other  name 

TBP  received  the  folio  wing  letter  in 
response  to  the  apparent  termination  of 
the  Coor  's  Beer  boycott  in  the  US.  The 
boycott  began  in  1977  when  it  was 
revealed  that  Coors  discriminated  against 
homosexuals  in  hiring  practices.  In  April 
of  1978,  Coors  amended  their  hiring 
policies  to  prevent  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation.  Controversy 
has  existed  over  whether  the  boycott 
should  be  continued.  The  Coors  family 
has  been  accused  of  contributing  money 
and  signatures  to  anti-gay  and  anti- 
feminist  organizations. 

In  its  issue  No  1 19,  Coast  to  Coast  Times 
published  yet  another  in  a  proliferating 
number  of  articles  regarding  the  termina- 
tion of  the  gay  boycott  of  Coors  brewery. 


The  author  was  not  identified,  but  who- 
ever wrote  the  article  followed  suit, 
keeping  with  the  tone  of  the  other  such 
articles  recently  written,  and  glossing 
over  one  glaring  link  of  gays  to  the  Coors 
boycott:  "One  of  the  interesting  things 
about  Coors  is  that  people  seem  to  take 
the  Company  to  task  for  something  an 
individual  family  member  does  —  sepa- 
ration of  Company  policy  and  an 
employee's  personal  beliefs  ought  to  be 
made  even  when  a  Company  is  'family' 
operated . ' '  (Bill  Coors,  Coast  to  Coast 
77mes,Noll9) 

Not  once.  Never.  Not  ever.  Not  even  in 
July,  1978  has  anyone  at  Coors,  or  Coors 
itself,  had  the  unbridled  audacity  to  deny 
that  Joseph  Coors  may  be  spending  his 
money  on  anti-gay  causes.  They  have, 
rather,  consistently  and  continually 
claimed  that  Joseph  Coors  has  the  right  to 
spend  his  money  as  he  wants.  I  agree. 

However,  as  one  of  the  'family'  of  a 
'family' -operated  concern,  there  is  a  per- 
centage of  every  dollar  spent  on  Coors 
that  goes  directly  into  Mr  Joseph  Coors' 
pocket  as  his  part  of  the  company  profits. 
So,  when  Mr  Joseph  Coors  decides  to 
spend  his  money  with  Anita  Bryant,  or 
with  the  anti-ERA  forces,  and  when  that 
money  has  come  from  me  in  the  form  of  a 
purchase  of  Coors  beer,  then  I  damned 
sure  do  disagree:  that  money  is  my 
money,  and  if  I'm  going  to  contribute  to  a 
cause  or  organization,  I'll  make  that  con- 
tribution directly.  That  way,  I  —  and  not 
Joseph  Coors  —  will  decide  which  cause 
or  organization  is  going  to  get  my  money, 
and/  —  not  Joseph  Coors  —  will  get 
credit  for  the  contribution  and  reap  what- 
ever rewards  and  benefits  might  accrue  to 
one  who  donates  to  such  a  cause  or 
organization. 

And,  if  and  when  Mrs  Joseph  (Holly) 
Coors  decides  to  back  up  her  anti-ERA 
sentiment  (petition  signature  or  no 
petition  signature)  with  a  donation  to  the 
cause,  you  can  bet  that  that  money  has 
gone  from  the  purchaser  of  Coors  beer  to 
Coors  Brewery  to  Joseph  Coors  to  Mrs 
Joseph  Coors.  Same  principle:  I'll  donate 
direct  as  I  want,  not  through  Holly  Coors 
to  a  cause  that  I  do  not  support. 

I  will  beg  to  disagree  with  Mr  William 
Coors  that  Coors  is  being  "Crucified  for 
past  sins. ' '  The  fact  is  that  I  have  paid  all 
my  life  for  my  own  prosecution  and  des- 
truction: I  have  paid  for  a  government  to 
support  a  Supreme  Court  that  says  it  is  all 
right  for  states  to  pass  laws  against  gays;  I 
have  paid  for  a  government  to  support  a 
president  who  sent  his  son  (Chip)  to  the 
gay  tricycle  race  to  solicit  gay  votes  for 
him,  only  to  find  that  when  the  crunch 
came  he  wasn't  about  to  speak  out  for  gay 
rights;  I  have  paid  for  a  government  to 
finance  police  departments  that  harass 
gays  and  gay  bars,  busting  gays  for  what- 
ever they  can  find;  and  I  have  unwittingly 
paid  for  Mr  Joseph  Coors'  anti-gay  cam- 
paigns in  the  past,  not  knowing  his  senti- 
ments and  having  purchased  Coors  beer. 
The  point  is  that  I  simply  do  not  have 
enough  self-rfisrespect  to  pay  any  longer 
for  my  own  persecution  by  the  likes  of 
Joseph  Coors.  Let  him  get  his  money 
somewhere  else! 

And  the  same  goes  for  Anita  Bryant 
and  Florida  orange  juice! 
Donald  Cameron  Scot 
San  Francisco 
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announces 

a  poster  designing  contest 

for  the  7th  Annual  Conference 

for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 

open  to  all  artists 
prize:  $50 
deadline:  30  November  1978 


for  contest  rules 

please  write  to: 

Celebration  '79 

Box  2919,  Station  D 

Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5W9. 

or  your  local  CLGRC*  group 
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Celebrating  ten  years  of  lesbian/gay  liberation" 

*  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition 


' 
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1st  prize  $400 

2nd  prize  $200. 3rd  prize  $  1 00 

Judges:  Jane  Rule  &  Marie-Claire  Blais 


Lesbian 
Fiction  Contest 


How  it  came  to  be 

"I  don't  know  any  other 

Canadian  lesbian  * 

Jane  Rule  said  when  she 

vras  interviewed  by  TBP  i 

couple  of  years  ago 

Then  just  recently,  after 

talking  with  Marie-Claire 

Blais.  Jane  wrote  and 

proposed  a  fiction  contest 

for  Canadian  !• 

She  and  Mane  Claire  offered 

to  judge  the  entries  And  we 

would  publish  the  winners 

•     I  he  Body  Politic  is 

Lesbian  f-iclion  Contest. 

Who  can  enter 

Entrantsmu'' 

residents  of  Canada 

rrur-f 

author  s  real  nan  • 

Wim 
publish. 

.  The  Body 
Politic  wllln  I 

on  first  North  An  - 
I>ut>li 
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What  to  write 

The  contest  will  be  for  short 
fiction  by  lesbians  and  with 
lesbian  relevant  themes. 
(No poetry  please  (Stones 
should  be  between  2500 
and  WOOwords. 

wntten.  double  spaced. on 
8]l/'x  I  I    paper    I  wo 
copies  of  each  m<inus(  ript 

will  be  required  Stories 
cannot  be  returned,  so 
please  keep  a  copy  for 
youraeli 

When  does  it  all  happen 

mbei 
\\    1978  Results  will  be 

rril  iSSUC 
il  The  Body  Politic 

inlng  storv  ^ ill  I*- 
puMshi  line 
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Wh.it  vou<  an  vnii 
andpublii   III  I  he  Body 
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Editorial 


Measure  for  measure 


In  theearly  morning  hours  of  Friday,  October  16, 1970,  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau 
announced  that  he  and  his  cabinet  had  decided  a  "state  of  apprehended  insurrection' ' 
existed  in  Canada.  Using  as  his  pretext  the  kidnapping  of  two  men  in  one  province,  he 
proclaimed  the  War  Measures  Act,  effectively  suspending  basic  civil  liberties  across  the 
entire  country,  and  granting  police  the  power  to  arrest  and  lock  up  anyone  indefinitely 
—  without  bail  and  without  trial. 

Thousands  of  troops  were  immediately  ordered  to  occupy  the  downtown  streets  of 
Montreal  and  Quebec  City.  Mass  arrests  followed :  over  400  people  were  detained, 
many  pulled  from  their  beds  in  the  middle  of  the  night .  Most  had  not  even  the  remotest 
connections  to  the  kidnappings,  or  to  the  Front  de  Liberation  du  Quebec  (FLQ)  which 
claimed  responsibility  for  the  acts.  Some  people  remained  in  jail  for  as  long  as  four 
months. 

A  "state  of  apprehended  insurrection"?  Hardly.  No  more  than  eight  people  were 
ever  discovered  to  be  involved  in  these  FLQ  terrorist  activities.  It  is  clear  now,  as  it  was 
clear  to  many  then,  that  the  government's  actions  were  completely  unwarranted. 

Not  likely  to  happen  again? 

Trudeau  has  publicly  threatened  to  employ  the  War  Measures  Act  again  should  the 
Quebecois  vote  to  separate  from  Canada.  The  infrequently-used  Official  Secrets  Act  is 
now  being  dusted  off  tosilence  political  opponents:  Peter  Worthington,  editor  of  the 
Toronto  Sun,  could  spend  up  to  14  years  in  jail.  The  McDonald  Commission  hearings 
have  revealed  the  RCMP  to  be  involved  in  numerous  illegal  activities  —  mail 
openings,  unauthorized  entries  and  searches,  prying  into  income  tax,  medical  and 
social  insurance  files.  The  government,  rather  than  attempting  to  curtail  such  actions, 
has  placed  legislation  before  Parliament  to  legalize  police  peeking  into  private  mail. 

Not  of  interest  to  gay  people? 

On  the  evening  of  October  22, 1977  Montreal  police,  outfitted  with  machine  guns 
and  riot  gear,  stormed  into  the  popular  gay  bar  Truxx  and  arrested  146  "dangerous" 
men  who  were  doing  nothing  more  than  standing  around  and  drinking.  It  was  the 
largest  mass  arrest  in  Canada  since  the  events  of  October,  1970. 

On  December  30, 1977  Ontario  Provincial  Police  and  Metro  Toronto  Police  raided 
the  office  of  The  Body  Politic,  carted  away  twelve  cartons  of  files  and  slapped 
obscenity  charges  on  the  publishers,  thereby  tying  up  the  energies  and  resources  of  the 
paper  for  almost  a  year. 

Our  rights  are  being  threatened.  The  police  are  the  main  agents  of  these 
encroachments.  It  is  in  this  atmosphere  of  growing  alarm  that,  on  the  eighth  anniver- 
sary of  its  proclamation,  the  War  Measures  Act  has  been  chosen  as  a  rallying  point  by 
concerned  citizens.  A  broad  coalition  named  Operation  Liberte  is  planning  a  massive, 
militant  demonstration  in  Montreal.  It  is  calling  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act  and  for 
opposition  to  police  and  state  attacks  on  the  powerless.  None  of  us  are  immune  from 
the  pressure,  already  applied  to  such  diverse  people  as  workers,  women,  gays,  lesbians, 
immigrants,  native  peoples  and  leftists.  Count  yourself  lucky  if  you  haven't  felt  any  of 
it. 

As  the  economic  situation  worsens,  we  can  expect  the  attacks  on  non-conformist 
elements  to  intensify.  When  governments  tighten  belts,  it 's  always  those  at  the  bottom 
who  feel  the  pinch:  social  services  get  cut  while  Ford  Motor  Company  receives  a  $75 
million  bribe  to  build  a  plant  in  Ontario.  Governments  look  around  for  scapegoats  to 
divert  attention  from  unemployment  and  inflation :  people  on  the  economic  and  social 
fringe  are,  together,  a  likely  mark. 

Operation  Liberte  is  an  important  step  in  demonstrating  solidarity  against  the 
growth  of  police  power  and  state  interference.  Gay  people  must  be  involved  with  other 
social  movements  victimized  by  these  forces.  The  divided  are  politically  powerless. 

The  Body  Politic  strongly  supports  Operation  Liberte  and  the  call  from  La  Ligue  des 
Droits  de  1'  Homme  to  organize  solidarity  actions  in  English  Canada  during  the  week  of 
October  16-21.  We  will  be  involved  in  organizing  events  in  Toronto  and  urge  TBP 
readers  to  support  protest  actions  wherever  they  live. 

The  liberation  of  gay  people  can  only  bethe  work  of  gay  people  themselves  —  but 
that  does  not  mean  we  work  in  a  vacuum.  We  have  many  potential  allies  in  our 
liberation  fight,  and  we  need  to  work  with  them  constantly  if  we  are  to  move  forward  in 
thestruggle.D 


()» Other  in  Montreal:  Police  (Id  I)  break  up  I  tuw  raid  demonstration,  I  ^";  a  soldier 
i  .hkIs  on  guard  outside  city  hall,  1970. 
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Catholic  "anti-porn"  priest  joins  c 
in  hunt  for  gay  witnesses  against  TBP 


TORONTO  —  In  a  startling  new 
development  in  its  case,  TBPhas  learned 
that  a  Catholic  priest  close  to  the  Arch- 
bishop's office  has  been  working  with  the 
police  to  search  the  gay  community  for 
witnesses  willing  to  testify  against  The 
Body  Politic  at  its  trial  next  January. 

In  another  intriguing  twist,  the  police 
have  hinted  to  at  least  one  gay  community 
leader  that  the  case  is  giving  them  a  lot  of 
trouble,  and  that  they  wish  they'd  never 
become  involved  in  it. 

Reverend  Brad  Massman,  Press 
Officer  and  Director  of  the  Archdiocesan 
Office  of  Social  Action,  has  contacted  at 
least  two  gay  organizations  since  July  in 
hopes  of  finding  someone  to  take  the 
stand  against  TBP.  In  both  cases,  the 
organizations  refused. 

In  one  case,  there  was  a  follow-up  visit 
from  Sergeant  Mike  Jennings  of 
Operation  P  —  the  pornography  squad 
that  raided  TBP  office  last  December. 

Neither  Massman  nor  Sgt  Jennings 
were  able  to  persuade  Rev  Brent  Hawkes 
of  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
to  testify  against  TBP.  Dignity,  the 
organization  for  gay  Catholics,  was  the 
other  group  contacted  by  Massman.  A 
spokesperson  for  Dignity  said  the  group 
refused  to  ally  itself  with  the  Crown  on 
this  matter. 

According  to  Hawkes,  Massman 
had  visited  him  July  12.  Massman 
explained  that  the  police  had  contacted 
him  because  of  his  well-known  crusade 
against  pornography ,  and  told  him  they 
wanted  to  get  someone  from  the  gay 
community  to  testify.  According  to 
Hawkes,  Massman  explained  that 
because  of  the  "political  situation"  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  someone  from 
Dignity,  and  suggested  that  Hawkes  take 
the  stand.  (Dignity  members  had  voted 
unanimously  February  16  to  "support 
the  right  of  TBP  to  publish  and  to  deplore 
the  recent  tactics  taken  against  it.") 

"It  wasn't  a  high  pressure  pitch," 
Hawkes  said,  "in  fact,  he  told  me  he'd 
understand  if  I  said  'no'.  We  talked  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  I  made  it 
clear  that  I  would  not  testify.  He  asked  if  I 
knew  of  anybody  else  in  the  gay 
community  who  would  and  I  said  I 
didn't.  Before  he  left,  he  asked  if  he  could 
give  my  name  to  the  police.  I  said  he 
could." 

When  contacted  by  TBP,  Massman 
acknowledged  that  he  had  contacted  the 
two  organizations,  but  said  that  he  "was 
not  prepared  to  discuss  the  issue."  "If 
you've  been  in  touch  with  them,"  he  said, 
"you  already  know  that  nothing  came  of 
my  visit." 

When  pressed  by  TBP  to  give  his  side  of 
the  story,  he  said  that  he  was  "just 
exploring  the  attitudes  of  the  gay 
community  on  this  issue. ' ' 

A  spokesperson  at  the  Chancery  Office 
in  Toronto  said  that  Massman's  actions 
would  not  require  the  authorization  of 
Archbishop  Carter .  "  He  is  acting  as  a 
private  citizen  in  these  matters,"  she  said, 


Sgt  Mike  Jennings  (left)  and  Det-Sgt  John  Houston  at  the  headquarters  of 
Operation  P .  Both  men  were  involved  in  the  raid  on  TBP's  office  last  December. 


"and  he  has  aright  to  do  so.  In  any  case, 
the  issue  falls  within  his  own  jurisdiction 
as  head  of  the  Task  Force  on  Porn- 
ography and  Obscenity." 

Massman  is  known  to  have  worked 
closely  with  then- Archbishop  Pocock  last 
year  when  the  latter  called  for  a   - 
crackdown  on  pornography.  He  also 
appeared  before  the  Parliamentary 
Justice  Committee  which  recently 
recommended  the  broadening  of  federal 
anti-pornography  legislation. 

He  is  quoted  in  a  Toronto  Star 
interview  last  April  as  having  said,  "I 
have  no  reservations  about  advocating 
censorship  when  it  comes  to 
pornography." 

Operation  P: 
Obscenity  not  the  issue 

In  a  recent  interview,  Rev  Hawkes  told 
TBP  he  had  been  visited  September  5  by 
Sgt  Mike  Jennings  and  Police  Constable 
MM  Armstrong. 
When  contacted  by  TBP,  Jennings 


Brent  Hawkes:  pastor  of  MCC,  Toronto 


refused  to  either  confirm  or  deny  any  of 
the  statements  attributed  to  him  in  this 
article. 

During  a  session  Hawkes  described  as 
"rude  and  unpleasant,"  the  officers  re- 
minded him  of  Massman' s  earlier  visit, 
and  asked  him  once  more  to  testify  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown . 

Hawkes  refused,  saying  he  could  not 
say  the  article  was  obscene,  and  that  he 
knew  of  no  theological  or  biblical  reason 
for  condemning  it . 

According  to  Hawkes,  Jennings  then 
said  that  that  didn't  matter,  that  what  he 
wanted  was  "someone  from  the  gay 
community  who  would  say  that  pedo- 
philia was  as  abhorrent  to  gay  people  as  it 
was  to  normal  (sic)  people. ' ' 

When  Hawkes  queried  whether  it  was 
in  fact  pedophilia  which  was  on  trial, 
Jennings  gave  an  evasive  answer. 

In  a  further  attempt  to  persuade 
him,  Jennings  said  that  Hawkes  should 
not  worry  about  sending  the  three 
accused  in  the  case  to  jail.  He  intimated 
that  the  penalty  would  probably  be  a 
small  fine.  According  to  Hawkes, 
Jennings  said ,  "  It '  s  a  matter  of  principle 
now  —  they' re  fighting  for  theirs  and 
we're  fighting  for  ours.  To  tell  the  truth,  I 
wish  I'd  never  gotten  involved  in  this  case 
in  the  first  place." 

It  appeared  clear  that  Jennings,  and 
presumably  the  Crown,  see  the  case  as  a 
troublesome  one,  and  are  trying  to  regain 
credibility  by  concentrating  their  efforts 
on  what  they  see  as  the  more  explosive 
issue  of  pedophilia. 

"I  think  the  raid  and  charges  prompted 
a  lot  more  reaction  than  they  ever 
expected  to  get , "  said  Ed  Jackson  of 
TBP.  " I' m  sure  they  thought  they  could 
wipe  us  up  on  this  issue,  but  they've  run 
into  a  real  wall  of  opposition  in  both  the 


straight  and  gay  communities." 

Apparently,  Jennings  admitted  to 
Hawkes  during  his  visit  that  the  police 
had  taken  an  "unfair"  kicking  from  the 
press,  but  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
respond  to  it.  "Do  you  know,"  he  told 
Hawkes,  "that  those  twelve  boxes  they 
keep  saying  we  took  could  easily  be 
repacked  into  four?" 

When  Hawkes  questioned  the  necessity 
of  taking  subscription  lists,  Jennings 
replied  curtly  that  everything  taken  was 
needed  as  evidence,  that  nothing  had 
been  copied,  and  that  it  was  under  lock 
and  key  until  the  trial. 

"  He  put  a  lot  of  pressure  on  me, "  said 
Hawkes,  "and  tried  to  find  out  if  there 
was  anyone  else  in  the  gay  community 
who  would  testify  when  it  became  clear 
that  I  couldn't  be  persuaded.  I  said  I 
didn't  know  of  anyone  who  would.  At 
onepointheaskedme,  'Isn'tthere 
anyone  in  the  gay  community  who  has  the 
guts  to  stand  up  and  speak  out  on  this 
thing?'  I  told  him  the  way  they  carried  out 
the  raid  had  turned  the  affair  into  an 
attack  on  the  whole  gay  community. ' ' 

Hannon,  Jackson  and  Popert,  the 
three  accused  in  the  TBP  case,  expressed 
satisfaction  at  the  recent  developments. 
"It's  clear  the  'divide  and  conquer'  tactic 
isn't  going  to  work, '  said  Hannon,  "and 
it's  nice  to  know  that  we  —  and  the 
community  —  are  giving  them  a  lot  more 
trouble  than  they  expected.  If  it  had  been 
easy  for  them,  it  would  have  been  likely 
they'd  be  tempted  to  try  the  same  thing 
again  somewhere  else.  I  expect  they'll 
think  twice  now." 

Trial  date  for  the  case  has  been  set  for 
January  2.  □ 

Cops  return  some 
seized  TBP  material 

TORONTO  —  Police  have  returned 
four  cartons  of  the  twelve  they  seized 
from  TBP's  office  during  the  raid 
December  30. 

The  material  was  returned  to  lawyer 
Clay  Ruby's  office  September  8.  Accord- 
ing to  Ruby,  the  boxes  contain  copies  of 
The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  and  The  Joy  of 
Lesbian  Sex,  and  some  out-of-date  sub- 
scription lists.  All  copies  of  the  two  popu- 
lar sex  guides  were  seized  from  the  office, 
but  neither  book  was  charged.  □ 

Police  search  bank 

TORONTO  —  During  a  routine 
examination  of  bank  records,  collective 
members  Ed  Jackson  and  Rick  Bebout 
discovered  that  a  copy  of  a  search  warrant 
served  on  the  bank  June  28  had  been  left 
in  the  TBP  file. 

The  bank  had  never  informed  the 
paper  that  a  search  had  taken  place. 

The  warrant  authorized  Sgt  Mike 
Jennings  to  search  for  records  pertaining 
to  "bank  statements,  debit  and  credit 
memos,  cancelled  cheques,  deposit  slips, 
signature  cards,  minutes  of  directors  for 
Pink  Triangle  Press  which  may  empower 
signing  and  borrowing  privileges  for  said 
company,  specifically  but  not  limited  to 
the  period  from  Jan  1 ,  1977  to  this  present 
date." 

The  warrant  has  been  sent  to  Pink 
Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clay  Ruby  for 
examination.  □ 
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Remember  when  the  cops  had  to 
hang  around  the  cans  to  get  arrests? 

They've  discovered  technology. 
Here's  looking  at  you. 


Alberta  trustees 
pass  anti-gay  ruling 

LETHBRIDGE  —  The  Southern 
Alberta  school  trustees  have  accepted  an 
anti-gay  resolution  asking  the  provincial 
government  not  to  restrict  local  school 
jurisdictions  from  "dealing"  with 
homosexuality  among  students, 
employees  and  elected  officials.  The  res- 
olution will  be  dealt  with  at  the  provincial 
convention  of  school  trustees  to  be  held  in 
Edmonton  this  November. 

Introduced  by  Willard  Brooks  of  Card- 
ston,  Alberta,  the  resolution's  intent 
seems  to  be  to  encourage  the  expulsion  of 
gay  students  and  staff  from  schools. 
The  resolution  was  proposed  shortly  after 
the  Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission 
released  its  recommendation  that  sexual 
orientation  be  added  to  the  province's 
Individual  Rights  Protection  Act.  Brooks 
has  stated  that  the  resolution  was  also  in 
response  to  the  Alberta  Teachers'  As- 
sociation strong  public  stand  against 
Anita  Bryant's  appearance  in  Edmonton 
last  spring.  "We  don't  want  it  (homo- 
sexuality) in  our  jurisdiction  at  any 
level,"  said  Brooks.  "If  teachers  take  a 
stand  of  that  kind  we  thought  it  was  time 
we  took  one  against  it." 

There  was  much  opposition  to  Brook's 
resolution  and  it  passed  only  by  a  narrow 
margin.  Helen  Johnson,  a  school  trustee 
who  voted  against  the  resolution,  said  she 
doesn't  think  it  will  be  taken  seriously  at 
the  November  Alberta  trustees' 
convention.  □ 

Project  Lambda  to 
apply  for  charitable 
status  this  month 

WINNIPEG  —  Project  Lambda,  the 
group  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  working  to 
establish  a  gay  community  centre  here, 
enters  a  crucial  phase  this  month  with  a 
fund-raising  drive  that  will  ask  Manitoba 
gays  for  $15,000. 

Formed  almost  a  year  ago  as  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Manitoba  Gay 
Coalition,  Project  Lambda  is  now  an 
independent  organization  with  the  sole 
mandate  of  financing  and  organizing  a 


permanent  gay  community  centre. 
According  to  spokesperson  Dick  Smith, 
"Lambda  House  will  provide  a  building 
with  facilities  to  be  used  by  groups  or 
individuals  who  wish  to  provide  services 
or  arrange  activities  for  gay  men  and 
women." 

Largely  through  a  series  of  benefit 
socials,  the  group  already  has  raised  over 
$3000  of  the  $  1 5 ,000  needed  for  down- 
payment  on  a  suitable  building.  Next 
month,  Project  Lambda  will  apply  for 
charitable  status  in  a  move  to 
encourage  tax-free  donations  from  indi- 
viduals. 

Meanwhile,  Out  &  About,  the  official 
publication  of  Project  Lambda,  has  been 
expanded  to  report  events  throughout  the 
Prairies.  Under  the  direction  of  Peter 
Crossley  and  Jefre  Keep,  the  24-page 
magazine  is  now  published  monthly  and 
includes  articles,  interviews  and  reviews 
in  addition  to  the  regular  listings  of 
coming  events  and  Prairie  gay  organiza- 
tions. 

Requests  for  Out&A  bout  or  dona- 
tions for  Project  Lambda  can  be  sent  to 
Box  3742.  Stn  B,  Winnipeg,  R2W  3R6.  D 

Hidden  cameras  nab 
80  in  park  washroom 

VANCOUVER  —  At  least  80  men  have 
been  charged  with  "gross  indecency" 
following  a  two-week  spy  campaign  by 
the  RCMP  in  the  Vancouver  suburb  of 
Richmond.  The  men,  ranging  in  age  from 
early  twenties  to  over  fifty,  were  arrested 
by  police  after  the  use  of  hidden  cameras 
in  a  public  washroom  of  Richmond's 
Minora  Park. 

At  this  time,  TBP  has  no  further  in- 
formation on  the  arrests.  According  to  a 
report  in  Gay  Tide,  however,  Vancouver 
police  forces  have  access  to  photographic 
and  video  technology  which  allows 
remote  operation  without  any  physical 
presence  of  police  personnel.  Long 
camera  lenses  permit  recording  from  very 
great  distances,  and  sensitive  recording 
materials  can  operate  in  extremely  low 
light  situations,  such  as  a  streetlamp  or 
the  light  of  a  burning  match.  As  Gay  Tide 
put  it ,"  t  he  police  can  be  right  there  in  a 
situation  one  might  otherwise  consider 
private.  "D 


One    5>bc*A^>  noV 

T^ene^  simply 
borc^o^e  our  hcfe, 
\VsembVz_  \gsx\cl 
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Commission  reverses  stand, 
allows  bias  in  first  test  of  new  law 

Loophole  in  Rights  Charter  used  by  Catholic  School  Board 


MONTREAL  —  In  a  startling  move,  the 
Quebec  Human  Rights  Commission  has 
reversed  its  landmark  decision  against  the 
Commission  des  Ecoles  Catholiques  de 
Montreal  (CECM  —  Montreal  Catholic 
School  Commission). 

In  the  first  official  test  of  Quebec's 
sexual  orientation  amendment,  the 
CECM  previously  had  been  found  guilty 
of  anti-gay  discrimination  for  refusing  to 
rent  its  facilities  to  a  gay  group  (TBP, 
August  1978).  On  August  15,  however, 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  informed 
the  gay  group,  the  Association  pour  les 
Droits  des  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec  (ADGQ), 
that  the  Commission  had  reconsidered  its 
former  decision  and  now  "recognized  the 
legal  merits  of  the  CECM's  decision  to 
refuse  the  rental  of  a  room  to  the  organi- 
zation. ' '  The  Human  Rights  Commission 
concluded  that  they  were  rejecting 
ADGQ's  complaint  and  ending  the 
investigation. 

The  CECM  had  appealed  the  original 
decision  on  the  basis  of  a  clause  (Article 
20)  in  the  Human  Rights  Charter  that  per- 
mits discrimination  when  "founded on 
aptitudes  or  qualities  required  in  good 
faith."  Apparently,  the  CECM  main- 
tained that  because  of  its  religious  and 
educational  character,  it  was  justified  in 


discriminating  against  the  gay  group, 
"fearing  the  possible  repercussions  on 
the  education  of  the  CECM's  children." 
(TBP,  May  1978) 

The  use  of  Article  20  to  justify  anti-gay 
discrimination  was  feared  by  Quebec  gay 
activists  when  the  sexual  orientation 
amendment  was  added  to  the  Human 
Rights  Charter  last  year.  At  the  time, 
Quebec  Justice  Minister  Bedard  was 
asked  if  Article  20  would  invalidate  the 
application  of  the  sexual  orientation 
clause  to  such  occupations  as  teaching. 
Bedard  replied  only  that,  "wecanhave 
confidence  in  the  Commission's  sense  of 
responsibility;  let  jurisprudence  establish 
this  matter." 

Reversing  its  decision  and  rejecting 
ADGQ's  complaint,  the  Quebec  Human 
Rights  Commission  seems  to  have 
indicated  its  willingness  to  subvert  the 
intent  of  the  sexual  orientation  clause. 

The  only  official  recourse  left  for 
ADGQ  is  to  appeal  to  the  Quebec  govern- 
ment's ombudsman .  According  to  the 
latest  issue  of  Gai(e)s  du  Quebec,  the 
group's  monthly  newspaper,  ADGQ  is 
now  considering  the  appeal  which  will  be 
made  to  Luce  Patenaude,  the  Public  Pro- 
tector of  Quebec. 

by  Stuart  RusseUD 
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Human  rights  charter '  'full  of 
holes"  according  to  Chief 
Commissioner  Fairweather 

"Can't  duck  the  issue,  "says  Human  Rights  Head 


OTTAWA  —  The  head  of  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Commission  (CHRQ  has 
criticized  the  federal  government's 
proposed  charter  of  human  rights  and 
freedoms,  saying  it  is  full  of  holes.  The 
charter  is  part  of  the  government's  con- 
stitutional proposals. 

Speaking  before  the  joint  Senate- 
House  of  Commons  committee  studying 
the  proposals,  Gordon  Fairweather, 
Chief  Commissioner  of  theCHRC,  urged 
that  the  charter  be  amended  to  protect 
citizens  against  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation,  physical 
handicap  and  marital  status. 

The  charter  is  an  attempt  by  the 
Trudeau  government  to  enshrine  certain 
fundamental  human  rights  into  the  con- 
stitution .  The  proposed  charter 
resembles  to  some  extent  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Act  passed  by  Parliament 
in  1977.  However,  the  Act  contains 
marital  status  and  physical  handicap, 
though  it  leaves  out  sexual  orientation. 

Fairweather  told  the  committee  there  is 
a  need  for  legislated  measures  to  protect 
homosexuals  from  discrimination  on  the 
job.  He  said,  "I  know  such  measures 


would  be  extremely  difficult  to  enforce, 
but  I  felt  I  could  not  come  here  and  duck 
the  issue. 

"In  spite  of  all  the  placards  and 
slogans,  we  don't  really  know  to  what 
extent  homosexuals  and  lesbians  have 
lost  employment  opportunities  because 
of  their  sexual  preference,  but  the  issue 
comes  up  everywhere  my  commissioners 
go  in  Canada." 

When  the  constitutional  proposals  were 
first  released  several  months  ago.  they 
were  condemned  by  the  coordinating 
office  of  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC)  for  not 
including  sexual  orientation. 

"By  omitting  sexual  orientation,"  said 
CLGRC  spokesperson  John  Duggan. 
"Trudeau  has  also  ignored  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Liberal  Party  of  Canada 
calling  for  any  future  or  revised  constitu- 
tion to  guarantee  human  rights  and 
freedoms  and  that  this  not  be  limited  by 
virtue  of  sexual  orientation." 

Duggan  said  that  the  CLGRC  will  be 
applying  to  appear  before  the  joint  com- 
mittee. 

by  David  (iarmais* 
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Conference  calls  on  groups  to 
survey  school  board  candidates 

New  constitution  hammered  out  in  "fun"  conference 


WINDSOR  —  Delegates  to  a  conference 
here  over  the  Labour  Day  weekend  voted 
unanimously  to  adopt  a  short-term 
priority  strategy  of  surveying  candidates 
for  the  upcoming  school  board  elections 
in  November.  Candidates  for  school 
trustee  would  be  questioned  on  their 
attitudes  to  gay  rights  for  teachers  and 
students,  and  the  results  would  be 
publicized  so  as  to  enable  gay  voters  to 
vote  intelligently. 

The  conference,  sponsored  by  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
(CGRO)  and  hosted  by  Windsor  Gay 
Unity,  also  urged  member  groups  to 
investigate  the  conditions  and  problems 
facing  gays,  particularly  gay  women,  in 
the  Armed  Forces. 

Although  the  conference  made  import- 
ant structural  changes  to  CGRO,  and 
gave  the  organization  a  workable  and 
democratic  constitution,  most  delegates 
felt  the  real  success  of  the  conference  lay 
in  the  sense  of  harmony,  good  will  and 
co-operation  which  characterized  it. 
"It  was  a  real  good  boost  to  morale," 
according  to  Reverend  Brent  Hawkes  of 
MCC in  Toronto.  "People  were  down 
after  the  national  conference  in  Halifax, 
and  this  really  picked  them  up . " 

Hawkes  was  referring  to  the  fact  that 
the  national  conference  in  Halifax  last 
July  had  become  almost  a  code  word  for 
an  unpleasant  and  divisive  event. 

It  was  clear  that  much  of  the  success  of 
the  Windsor  conference  was  due  to  the 
efforts  made  by  the  host  group,  Windsor 
Gay  Unity.  Billeting  and  hotel  accomoda- 
tions had  been  arranged  for,  the 
workshop  schedule  was  flexible,  and  the 
conference  rules  of  order  made  it  virtually 
impossible  for  disruptive  motions  ever  to 
reach  the  floor. 


Sibyl  Frei 


"It  was  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  work,"  ac- 
cording to  Harold  Desmarais,  one  of  the 
organizers,  "but  it  was  worth  it.  We  got  a 
lot  of  productive  work  done,  and  people 
really  opened  up  to  each  other.  It  had  a 
good  effect  on  Windsor  gays  too  —  they 
met  other  gay  people  from  all  over  the 
province,  and  we  got  people  involved 
here  who  were  never  involved  before. ' ' 

The  long  weekend  was  also  charac- 
terized by  a  real  social  ease  between  men 
and  women . '  'There  was  some  sense  of 
separateness  still, ' '  according  to  Peg 
McCuaig  of  Guelph  Gay  Equality,  "but 
the  relations  between  the  women  and  the 
men  were  fantastic .  We  got  together  to 
work,  but  in  the  process  we  really  let 
down  some  barriers .  We  built  a  good 
feeling,  and  we're  going  to  work  on  that 
good  feeling." 

McCuaig,  along  with  Sibyl  Frei  of 
Kitchener,  had  been  one  of  the  instigators 
of  the  now  infamous  "masturbation 
workshop' '  which  many  felt  was  instru- 
mental in  making  the  conference  a  social 
as  well  as  a  political  event. 

Other  workshops  handled  topics  such 
as  "Growing  Old,"  "Gay  Alcoholism," 
"Rape,"  "Gays and  theChurch," 
"Women  and  CGRO,"  and  "Gay 
Parents." 

The  new  constitution  hammered  out  at 
the  conference  clarified  duties  and 
responsibilities,  and  made  it  possible  for 
gay  people  not  aligned  with  any  organ- 
ization to  be  actively  involved  in  the  work 
of  the  coalition.  The  document  also 
increased  the  representation  of  lesbians 
and  gay  youth  on  the  Steering  Commit- 
tee, the  decision-making  body  of  CGRO. 
Many  delegates  felt  that  the  only  back- 
ward feature  of  the  new  constitution  was 
the  provision  of  a  special,  reduced 
membership  fee  for  couples.  "What 
about  co-ops? ' '  queried  one  disgruntled 
delegate. 

Eighty-six  delegates  from  most  major 
centres  in  Southern  Ontario  registered  for 
the  3-day  conference 

by  Gerald  Hannon  D 

For  almost  all  of  its  three  and  a  half  year 
existence,  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  has  relied  on  the  energy  and  com- 
mitment of  its  coordinator,  Tom  Warner. 
Warner,  who  turns  26  as  we  go  to  press, 
did  not  run  for  any  position  on  thisyear's 
executive.  TBP  asked  him  to  reflect  on 
the  organization  —  where  it  came  from, 
where  he  saw  it  going,  how  he  felt  about 
those  turbulent  first  few  years . . . 


Windsor,  September  4, 1978.  It's  the 
final  plenary  session  of  a  very  significant 
conference.  My  emotions  are  running  the 
gamut  from  relief  to  regret,  from  ex- 
hilaration to  sadness.  I  am  both  happy 
and  depressed.  Happy  because  CGRO, 
theCoalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario, 
Us  ahealthy  and  vibrant  organization,  no 
[longer  dependent  upon  one  person  for  its 


Guiding  lights:  Conference  delegates  elected  an  Executive  Committee  during  the 
recent  3-day  CGRO  conference  in  Windsor.  Elected  were  (top,  from  left  to  right)  Elgin 
Blair  (Gay  Equality  Mississauga),  Jim  Dougan  (Guelph  Gay  Equality),  Sybil  Frei 
(London  Lesbian  Collective),  Peg  McCuaig  (Guelph  Gay  Equality),  Steve  Lough 
(Windsor  Gay  Unity)  and  Steve  Tattle  (Gay  Youth  Toronto) . 

Members  of  Windsor  Gay  Unity  worked  hard  to  make  sure  delegates  had  a  good 
time.  The  8-person  group  (above)  that  took  on  the  task  of  feeding  the  86  delegates 
cooked  up  some  great  hot  and  cold  meals. 


energy  and  direction.  Sad  because  CGRO 
has  become  so  much  a  part  of  me,  so 
much  a  part  of  my  aspirations  that  leav- 
ing it  is  in  many  ways  like  ending  a  love 
affair.  Relief  because  I'll  finally  get  that 
rest  I've  been  longing  for.  And  exhilera- 
tion  at  attending  a  conference  that  was 
both  productive  and  fun. 

The  changes  that  I  see  in  CGRO  are  ob- 
vious. The  faces  are  almost  entirely  new. 
Theenthusiasm  and  energy  of  the  dele- 
gates contrast  vividly  with  my  own 
fatigue.  Gone  forever  are  the  mandatory 
mini-lectures  on  public  action.  Gone  are 
the  old  suspicions,  myths,  and  nasty  ru- 
mours that  divided  groups  in  the  past. 
Gone,  too,  is  the  isolation  of  gays  in  smal- 
ler cities  who  felt,  and  were  made  to  feel, 
peripheral  to  the  gay  movement.  And, 
mercifully,  the  sterility  of  a  too  serious, 
somewhat  presbyterian  outlook  on  the 
movement  is  gone  as  well. 

Instead,  public  action  is  accepted  as  an 
essential  ingredient  for  a  successful 
movement.  Real  warmth  and  respect 
characterizes  the  relations  between 
groups.  The  old  labels  of  "radical"  and 
'  'conservative' '  are  beginning  to  seem  a 
little  meaningless .  A  coalition  once  dom- 
inated by  a  small  band  of  activists  in 
Toronto  is  now  clearly  the  voice  of  gays  in 
all  parts  of  Southern  Ontario.  But  most 
important  of  all,  there  is  laughter,  hug- 
ging, and  touching.  Delegates  carouse  to- 
gether at  rollicking  social  functions,  and 
moveeasily  from  raunchy,  informative 
workshops  on  masturbation  to  serious 
discussions  of  political  strategy. 

The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 


Ontario  is,  after  31/2  years,  a  remarkably 
successful  organization.  It  is  recognized 
by  gays  and  straights  alike  as  a  well- 
organized  and  effective  representative  of 
gay  people  in  Ontario.  Since  1975  it  has 
worked  to  unite  Ontario's  gay 
community  and  to  promote  the  accept- 
anceof  gay  rights  as  an  issue  at  Queen's 
Park,  in  the  media,  and  among  straight 
people.  It  has  carefully  blended  a  mixture 
of  traditional  lobby  tactics  and  militant 
public  action 

There  have  been  many  successes.  The 
practice  of  holding  frequent  meetings  in 
different  cities  throughout  the  province 
has  fostered  the  growth  of  gay  conscious- 
ness and  facilitated  media  coverage  of  gay 
rights  efforts  outside  of  Toronto.  In 
1975,  CGRO  presented  its  first  brief  to 
the  legislature.  In  that  same  year,  it  made 
its  first  timid  foray  into  provincial  politics 
by  intervening  in  the  provincial  election 
campaign.  Both  events  went  largely  un- 
noticed by  the  straight  media.  Through- 
out 1 976,  CGRO  groups  took  every  op- 
portunity to  appear  before  the  committee 
reviewing  the  Human  Rights  Code,  and 
made  submissions  at  public  meetings 
across  the  province.  In  1977,  the 
Coalition  launched  a  highly  successful 
campaign  during  the  provincial  election 
which  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  powerful  gay  voting  block . 
The  impact  on  the  legislature,  the  media, 
and  the  gay  community  was  overwhelm- 
ing. In  early  1978,  CGRO  presented  its 
second  brief  to  the  legislature.  This  time 
the  media  and  politicians  paid  attention. 
Some  even  approved. 


OCTOBER  1978 


There  are  only  two  gay  male  sex  guides. 

One's  been  stopped  by  Customs. 

The  cops  seized  the  other. 

You'll  have  to  make  it  on  your  own,  guys. 


It  seemed  appropriate  that  CGRO  take 
the  time  now  to  pause  and  take  stock .  All 
movements  must  renew  themselves.  They 
must  stay  in  touch  with  the  communities 
they  represent .  For  this  reason,  CGRO 
called  the  Windsor  conference  and 
sought  the  opinions  of  the  gay  commun- 
ity on  its  activities. 

It  turned  out  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant conference  since  CGRO's  founding 
in  1975 .  And  the  results  were  surprising. 
A  new  structure  was  adopted.  There  was 
little  argument  because  consensus  has 
always  been  the  rule  in  CGRO.  The 
Coalition  is  now  decentralized  and  more 
democratic.  And  it  knows  where  it  is 
going.  Concerns  had  been  voiced  before 
the  conference  that  CGRO  might  be  out 
oftouch  with  its  community.  Wedis- 
covered  those  concerns  were  unfounded. 
But  the  biggest  surprise  of  all  came  with 
the  emphatic  rejection  of  suggestions  that 
CGRO  expand  its  concerns  beyond  civil 
rights  issues.  The  message  of  the  confer- 
ence was  clear:  CGRO  was  doing  exactly 
what  it  should  be  doing.  And  doing  it 
well.  For  delegates  who  had  survived  the 
agony  of  Halifax  a  few  weeks  before,  this 
was  very  welcome  news. 

Another  feeling  overtook  me  as  the 
plenary  closed.  Regret.  Regret  that  I  was 
leaving  just  when  CGRO  was  becoming  a 
truly  exciting  organization.  An  organ- 
ization with  bright  and  articulate  lesbian 
leaders  whose  influence  and  power  far  ex- 
ceed their  still  too  few  numbers.  An  or- 
ganization in  which  gay  youth  is  playing  a 
more  prominent  role.  And  an  organiza- 
tion whose  most  dedicated  supporters  live 
in  places  like  Windsor,  London,  Guelph, 
and  Kitchener  —  cities  which  have 
young  and  growing  gay  movements.  Re- 
gret that  it  took  us  three  years  to  get  this 
far.  Regret  that  many  of  the  early  leaders 
of  CGRO  are  now  too  tired  or  too  burned 
out  to  really  appreciate  the  results  of  their 


efforts. 

But  I  also  felt  confident  about  the  fu- 
ture, confident  that  CGRO  would  con- 
tinue to  be  successful  in  its  pursuit  of  gay 
rights.  And  I  felt  proud  to  have  been  as- 
sociated with  a  classy  organization.  As 
one  delegate  put  it  at  a  structural  work- 
shop, "What  has  always  appealed  to  me 
about  CGRO  is  that  it  has  enough  struc- 
ture to  be  an  effective  organization  yet  at 
the  same  time,  it  has  always  made  me  feel 
like  I  belonged  to  a  big,  happy  family. ' ' 
Some  families  are  worth  belonging  to. 

A  lot  of  closets  have  been  emptied  since 
1975.  A  lot  more  will  be  emptied  in  the 
future.  CGRO  will  see  to  that. 

Never  Going  Back!  It's  an  appropriate 
theme  that  neatly  characterizes  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
today.  □ 


Tom  Warner:  reflecting  on  three  and 
ahalf  years  of  CGRO. 


seek  leads  in  brutal 
slaying  of  gay  club  owner 


TORONTO  —  Police  say  they  have  no 
leads  yet  in  the  brutal  slaying  of  Sandy 
LeBlanc,  manager  and  part  owner  of 
Studio  1 1 ,  a  gay  disco  on  Carlton  Street . 

In  an  interview  with  TBP,  homocide 
Sergeant  Julian  Fantino  asked  that  the 
message  go  out  to  the  gay  community  that 
the  police  are  "  ext  remely  concerned ' ' 
about  the  murder,  and  are  eager  for  "as- 
sistance from  anyone  in  the  gay 
community  who  can  help.  We  especially 
want  to  talk  to  anyone  who  knew 
LeBlanc's  movements  in  the  early  hours 
of  Wednesday,  September  20."  LeBlanc 
was  last  seen  at  3 : 1 5  Wednesday  morning, 
presumably  after  leaving  a  party  held  at 
Studio  1 1  to  celebrate  its  second 
anniversary. 

Fantino  emphasized  that  the  police 
would  treat  any  information  given  to 
them  with  the  strictest  confidence,  and 
that  names  need  never  be  made  public. 
He  agreed,  however,  that  such 
individuals  might  be  required  to  testify, 
and  in  that  case  would  have  to  be  public. 


LeBlanc  was  the  second  gay  man  to 
have  been  murdered  in  a  week,  but  gay 
spokespersons  do  not  feel  that  the 
murders  are  related.     An  arrest  has  been 
made  in  the  murder  of  Gerald  Douglas 
White,  which  occurred  only  days  before 
the  LeBlanc  killing.  There  have  also  been 
three  arrests  on  charges  of  second  degree 
murder  in  the  death  of  Colin  Nicholson, 
killed  August  27  in  a  building  next  to  the 
one  in  which  LeBlanc  lived . 

According  to  George  Hislop,  President 
of  the  Community  Homophile  Associa- 
tion of  Toronto,  the  murders  that  are  re- 
lated still  have  not  seen  any  arrests.  There 
have  been  a  series  of  very  similar  murders 
in  Toronto  in  which  gay  men  have  been 
tied  up,  brutally  beaten  and  killed. 
"These  recent  murders  are  different," 
said  Hislop,  "they  appear  to  be  unrelated 
and  the  police  are  arresting  suspects. ' ' 

Anyone  with  information  they  feel 
may  be  of  assistance  to  the  police  in  the 
LeBlanc  case  should  contact  Sgt  Julian 
Fantino,  Homocide,  at  967-2222. (  ! 


TBP  joins  anti- 
censorship  body 

TORONTO  -  The  Body  Politichas 
joined  the  Freedom  of  Expression  (FOE) 
Committee  of  the  Book  and  Periodical 
Development  Council.  TBPis 
representing  the  Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers'  Association  on  FOE. 

The  group,  organized  in  June  of  this 
year,  is  composed  of  representatives  from 
most  of  the  publishing,  writing  and 
library  organizations  in  Canada,  and  has 
pledged  itself  to  "combating,  in  whatever 
form  it  takes ,  the  su  ppression  of  books 
and  periodicals,  because  we  believe  that 
the  written  word  is  the  ultimate  mode  of 
free  expression." 

"We're  deep  in  censorship  fights  our- 
selves," said  Gerald  Harmon,  TBP's rep- 
resentative on  the  committee,  "and  it's 
good  to  work  with  other  people  who  are 
equally  concerned  over  the  impact  that 
censorship  forces  are  having  on  Canadian 
society." 

FOE  has  taken  a  position  calling  for  the 
repeal  of  that  section  of  the  Customs  Tar- 
iff which  is  frequently  used  to  keep  gay- 
positive  material  out  of  Canada,  but  the 
group  will  direct  most  of  its  attention  to 
ending  the  threat  to '  'Canadian  literature 
which  is  a  unique  voice  of  our  culture. ' ' 

FOE  is  presently  at  work  preparing  an 
Information  and  Strategy  Package  for 
use  by  schools  and  other  institutions 
threatened  by  censorship  forces,  and  it  is 
finalizing  plans  for  what  promises  to  be 
an  intriguing  "theatrical"  evening  later 
this  fall.  D 

Appeal  dropped; 
Customs  keeps  out 
gay  sex  guide 

TORONTO  —  The  Body  Po//r/c  has  de- 
cided to  drop  an  appeal  to  the  courts 
against  a  decision  by  Canada  Customs  to 
prohibit  the  entry  into  Canada  of  the  gay 
male  sex  guide,  Men  Loving  Men. 

The  book  should  not  be  confused  with 
a  very  similar  one,  Loving  Man,  which 
Customs  did  allow  into  Canada,  but 
which  was  subsequently  seized  during  the 
police  raid  on  TBP 's  office  and  charged 
as  obscene. 

The  decision  was  made  to  drop  the  case 
in  defence  of  Men  Loving  Men  because 
thecollective  felt  it  had  neither  the  time, 
energies  nor  money  to  carry  on  two  court 
battles. 

"We  really  regret  having  to  do  this, ' ' 
said  collective  member  Ed  Jackson,  "be- 
cause we  feel  we  should  be  fighting  cen- 
sorship in  all  its  forms.  But  it  was  clear  we 
had  to  give  our  energies  to  the  more  seri- 
ous criminal  charges  levelled  against  us. 
In  defending  Loving  Man,  we'll  be  fight- 
inga  very  similar  case  anyway . " 

Men  Loving  Men  had  been  sent  to  TBP 
for  review  purposes  in  May,  1977.  It  was 
seized  by  Customs  as  "immoral  and 
indecent,"  and  prohibited  entry  into 
Canada.  An  appeal  by  TBPlo  Revenue 
Canada  resulted  in  the  verdict  that  the 
work  had  been  correctly  assessed  as  "im- 
moral and  indecent." 

The  collective  began  the  legal  pro- 


cedures necessary  to  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  courts  for  an  adjudication,  but 
the  process  was  interrupted  by  the 
December  police  raid  and  subsequent 
criminal  charges.  Although  it  appeared  at 
first  that  the  Customs  case  could  be  held 
in  abeyance  until  after  the  TBP  trial,  Cus- 
toms pressed  last  month  for  a  decision 
"within  two  weeks' '  as  to  whether  the  case 
would  be  continued  or  dropped .  Under 
the  circumstances,  the  collective  reluc- 
tantly agreed  to  abandon  the  case.  □ 

PQ  government 
blasted  for 
gay  study  trip 

MONTREAL  —  Controversy  continues 
in  Quebec  over  the  proposed  study  trip  to 
France  on  the  theme  of  homosexuality . 
The  trip,  originally  approved  by  both  the 
French  and  Quebec  governments,  was 
abruptly  cancelled  by  the  French  govern- 
ment recently  (TBP I  Sept  78).  However, 
the  Quebec  government  is  still  being 
criticized  for  subsidizing  such  a  project 
both  in  the  media  and  by  the  public. 

In  the  August  13  issue  of  the  Journal  de 
Montreal,  editor  Jacques  Francoeur  ran  a 
story  on  the  commentary  pages  with  the 
headline,  "Our  chefs  —  no  money  for 
us,  but  for  the  homosexuals. ' '  The  story 
referred  to  five  grand  chefs  from  Quebec 
who  were  refused  funds  from  the  provin- 
cial government  to  af  tend  the  culinary 
Olympics  in  New  Orleans.  Noting  the 
study  trip  on  homosexuality,  one  chef 
complained,  "If  the  government  has 
money  for  that,  they  should  be  able  to 
send  cooks  to  the  cooking  Olympics. ' ' 

The  Quebec  government's  budgetary 
priorities  were  also  questioned  in  the 
pages  of  the  Montreal  Gazette.  The  last 
paragraph  of  t  he  paper' s  August  1 8 
editorial  reads,  "Why,  for  example, 
should  hospitals  be  facing  budget  reduc- 
tions when  thousands  of  dollars  are  being 
spent  shipping  young  Quebeckers  off  to 
France  to  study  such  marginal  topics  as 
homosexuality?  A  little  more  selectivity 
seems  to  be  in  order . ' '  The  editorial  and 
an  accompanying  story  in  the  Gazette  was 
followed  up  August  3 1  by  a  number  of 
letters  from  the  public,  also  critical  of  the 
Quebec  government's  sponsorship. 

Meanwhile,  the  individuals  who  saw 
their  study  trip  cancelled  have  shelved 
plans  for  public  protests  and  are  instead 
calling  on  all  Quebec  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  boycott  French  products, 
following  the  example  of  the  gay  boycott 
of  Florida  oranges.  They  are  also  asking 
gay  groups  and  individuals  to  write  to  the 
French  ambassador  in  Ottawa  and  to 
send  copies  of  the  letters  to  the  media. 
by  Elizabeth  Bolton 


Gay  youth  to  meet 

TORONTO  —  An  Ontario 
provincial  conference  of  gay  youth 
will  be  held  in  Toronto  the  weekend  of 
October7.  Sponsored  by  the 
Binational  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  the 
meeting  will  be  open  toall  ga\  s  25 
years  of  age  or  under,  lor  further 
information  write  29Gntnbj  Street. 
ForontO,  Ot  phone  (416)  366-5664.D 
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Bryant  visit  sparks  largest-ever 
gay  demo;  few  hear  Bryant  pitch 

Bomb  scare  empties  hall  before  end  of  show 


LONDON  —  About  150  lesbians,  gays, 
feminists  and  their  supporters  staged 
London,  Ontario's  largest  ever  gay 
demonstration  September  10  in  an  angry 
and  united  response  to  Anita  Bryant's 
appearance  in  this  conservative  south- 
western Ontario  city. 

The  protest,  held  outside  the  London 
Gardens  Coliseum  in  a  suburban 
shopping  centre,  was  organized  by  the 
London  Coalition  to  Answer  Anita 
Bryant.  The  group  brought  together  such 
associations  as  the  London  Lesbian 
Collective,  the  Gay  Activist  Group  for 
Equality  (GAGE),  a  leftist  group  called 
Towards  Communism,  the  Homophile 
Association  of  London  Ontario,  the 
Gay  Christian  Association,  gays  from  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario,  and  the 
London  Status  of  Women  Action  Com- 
mittee. 

The  demonstration  was  part  of  a  full 
weekend  of  activities  which  included  a 
Saturday  evening  rally  at  the  downtown 
London  HALO  social  centre,  a  Saturday 
night  dance,  and  an  MCC  church  service 
early  Sunday.  Many  lesbians  and  gays 
from  other  Ontario  centres  journeyed  to 
London  to  lend  support. 

Ontario  Provincial  Police  officers  and 
a  hand  f  u  1  of  plainclothes  security  men 
from  Bryant's  "Christian  Liberation" 
organization  prevented  the 
demonstrators  from  approaching  the 
building  where  Bryant  was  singing.  The 
demonstration  and  speeches  were  held 
some  distance  from  the  building  but  gay 
shouts  were  heard  by  Bryant  during  her 
performance.  At  one  point,  she  informed 
her  audience  of  under  2,000  that  the 
"disruptions"  taking  place  were 
organized  by '  'communists  and  militant 
homosexuals."  A  number  of  men  bran- 
dishing bibles  yelled  insults  at  gay  demon- 
strators, challenging  them  to  "come  in 
and  hear  her;  you  might  learn 
something." 

Towards  the  end  of  BryantJs  perfor- 


mance a  bomb  threat  apparently  was  tele- 
phoned to  London  Gardens  and  the 
building  was  evacuated.  No  bomb  was 
found. 

The  sparse  crowd  was  almost  lost  in  the 
huge  performance  hall,  and  Bryant  at- 
tributed the  poor  attendance  of  the 
London  faithful  to  "intimidation  by 
militant  homosexuals."  Tickets  were 
being  urged  free  of  charge  on  anyone  who 
was  willing  to  attend  the  Bryant  event. 

The  day  before,  Saturday  September  9, 
she  had  appeared  in  Dundas,  a  small  town 
outside  Hamilton.  No  opposition  to  her 
had  been  organized  there  but  a  small 
number  of  people  from  leftist  groups 
stood  outside  the  meeting  hall  selling 
newspapers. 

Sunday  night,  only  a  couple  of  hours 
after  her  London  performance,  Bryant 
appeared  at  the  Queensway  Cathedral  in 
Etobicoke,  a  suburban  borough  of 
Toronto.  Bryant  supporters  were  greeted 
by  a  spirited  picket  line  of  about  125  anti- 
Bryant  people.  A  majority  of  lesbians, 
along  with  a  number  of  gay  men,  straight 
supporters  and  a  large  showing  from  the 
Revolutionary  Workers  League  and  the 
International  Socialists,  made  the  late, 
wet  Sunday  night  picket  an  especially 
militant  and  boisterous  event.  A  number 
of  lesbians  linked  arms  and  tried  to  enter 
the  church  to  hear  Bryant,  but  were 
threatened  with  arrest  by  Metro  Toronto 
police,  who  had  also  prohibited  the  use  of 
loud-hailers  by  the  gay  demonstrators. 

All  Bryant's  Canadian  appearances  are 
believed  to  have  been  organized  by 
Renaissance  Canada  and  its  corporate 
bedfellow,  the  Campbell-Reese  Evangel- 
ical Association.  Rev  Ken  Campbell  of 
Milton,  Ontario,  the  founder  of  Renais- 
sance, spoke  along  with  Bryant  in  both 
Dundas  and  London. 

Eileen  Renton,  a  GAGE  member  and 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lond  events, 
was  enthusiastic  about  local  reactions  to 
the  Bryant  protest.  "It  was  a  hell  of  a 
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A  little  night  music:  Dykes  were  the  main  force  behind  the  quickly  arranged  anti-Bryant 
demo  in  front  of  Queensway  Cathedral  in  Etobicoke  September  1 1 .  About  125  people 
turned  up  for  a  demo  called  on  one  day's  notice. 


battle  to  get  it  going ,"  she  said,  "but  it 
was  a  hell  of  a  success.  We  had  to  stomp 
on  people's  heads  to  do  it,  but  all  I've 
heard  from  gays  in  this  city  is  'when  can 
we  do  it  again?'" 

Media  reaction  in  London  was  gener- 
ally positive.  Some  media  misleadingly 
reported  that '  'contrary  to  previous  gay 
demonstrations, ' '  the  London  event  was 
peaceful  and  non-violent,  a  confusion 
apparently  created  by  the  London  Coali- 
tion's assurances  that  the  march  would  be 
apeaceful  event.  However,  the  gay  com- 
munity was  not  blamed  for  the  anony- 
mous bomb  threat,  Renton  said.  "We 
were  judged  separately  from  it." 


The  London  media  have  undergone  a 
dramatic  change  in  their  attitude  toward 
gays,  Renton  said.  The  catalyst  seems  to 
have  been  the  recent  firing  of  a  London 
lesbian,  Lyn  MacDonald  (TBP,  Aug  78) 
from  her  position  as  a  variety  store  clerk. 
The  injustice  was  so  obvious  that  the 
London  media  gave  the  story  sympathetic 
coverage.  Since  then,  Renton  says,  they 
have  been  much  more  supportive  in  their 
coverage  of  London  news  affecting  gays . 

The  overall  feeling  was  that  the 
weekend's  activities  were  galvanizing 
London's  gay  community. 

byPauITrollopeD 


Operation  Liberie  finds  growing 
support  in  English  Canada 


TORONTO  —  A  Montreal  human 
rights  group,  La  Ligue  des  Droits  de 
rHomme(LDH),  has  issued  a  call  to  Eng- 
lish Canada  to  organize  actions  in  sup- 
port of  its  October  1 6  protest  against  the 
War  Measures  Act  and  police  repression. 
The  Body  Politic  has  endorsed  the  call 
and  will  be  participating  in  an  organizing 
meeting  here  to  plan  a  Toronto  action  in 
the  week  of  October  16  to  20,  the  eighth 
anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
War  Measures  Act. 

In  English  Canada,  endorsers  of  the 
call  (apart  from  TBP)  to  date  include  The 
Law  Union  Of  Ontario,  the  Revolution- 
ary Workers  League,  some  NDP  riding 
associations,  the  McMaster  Union  of 
Graduate  Students,  Cy  Gonick  (editor  of 
Canadian  Dimension),  lawyer  Paul 
Copeland  and  others.  Support  is  being 
gathered  and  plans  made  for  a  public 


meeting  or  demonstration  of  some  kind 
in  Toronto  to  coincide  with  the  Montreal 
events. 

The  issues  on  which  attention  is  expec- 
ted to  be  focused  include  the  political  use 
of  the  War  Measures  Act  and  the  Official 
Secrets  Act  by  the  Trudeau  government 
to  silence  its  enemies,  the  political  use  of 
the  police  to  attack  organized  labour, 
gays,  citizens'  groups  and  others  who 
oppose  the  status  quo,  and  widespread 
RCMP  illegalities  committed  against  op- 
ponents of  the  government  across  the 
country. 

Of  particular  interest  to  gays  is  the 
special  mention  by  the  LDH  of  the  De- 
cember 1 977  raid  on  the  office  of  The 
Body  Politic,  and  the  October  1977  raid 
and  mass  arrest  at  the  Truxx  bar  in 
Montreal. 

byPauITrollopeD 
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Are  you  ready? 

All  three  candidates  in  Rosedale 

endorse  gay  rights. 

Sort  of. 


Quebec  Jews  join 
American  protest 

MONTREAL  —  Controversy  over  a 
proposed  Holocaust  memorial  in 
Connecticut  has  resulted  in  the 
distribution  of  a  strongly  worded  letter  of 
protest  by  Naches,  Montreal's  gay  Jewish 
group. 

Trie  letter,  widely  circulated  to  the 
media  and  Jewish  organizations, 
counters  comments  made  by  West 
Hartford  Rabbi  Issaac  Avigdor 
concerning  gay  involvement  in  the 
planning  of  a  monument  to  the  victims  of 
the  Nazi  Holocaust. 

Pointing  out  that  victims  of  the  Nazi 
campaign  had  included  large  numbers  of 
homosexuals,  Connecticut  gays  had 
requested  participation  in  the  planning 
being  coordinated  by  the  local  Human 
Rights  Commission.  At  a  Commission 
meeting  held  in  June,  however,  various 
religious  groups  voiced  their  objections. 
Among  those  to  speak  was  Rabbi 
Avigdor  who  is  quoted  in  Gay  Commun- 
ity News  as  having  said,  "I  am  not  out  to 
fight  homosexuals  but  I  won't  insult  the 
Jewish  people  by  placing  them  in  the  same 
monument  as  the  homosexuals. ' '  At 
the  same  meeting,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  decided  to  drop  the  question 
of  gay  participation. 

In  response  to  Avigdor's  comments, 
Naches'  letter  of  protest  asserted  that  the 
group  refused  "to  let  your  statements 
stand  as  representation  of  sentiment  in 
the  Jewish  community,  and  we  have 
encouraged  dozens  of  other  Jewish 
organizations  and  individuals  —  both 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  alike  —  to 
take  a  stand  against  such  a  blatantly 
inhuman  and  absolutely  non- Jewish 
attitude.  "D 

Media  promotes 
bigoted  psych 

TORONTO  —  In  spite  of  the  Air 
Canada  strike,  over  10,000  Canadian  and 
American  psychologists  flooded  Toronto 
for  the  86th  annual  American  Psycho- 
logical Association  (APA)  conference. 
Beginning  August  28,  about  2,000 
academic  papers  were  presented  during 
the  five-day  conference. 

The  most  significant  events  for  gay 
people  revolved  around  the  APA- 
appointed  Task  Force  on  the  Status  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Psychologists. 
Formed  in  1975  by  the  APA  to  investigate 
and  prepare  a  report  on  the  concerns  of 
gay  psychologists,  the  group  is 
scheduled  to  be  disbanded  at  the  end  of 
1979. 

During  APA's  Toronto  meeting,  the 
Gay  Task  Force  presented  a  review  of  the 
past  year's  work  and  made  a  detailed  pro- 
posal for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  task  force.  In  cooperation 
with  the  Association  of  Gay 
Psychologists  (AGP),  an  unrecognized 
caucus  of  gay  psychologists  within  APA, 
the  proposal  was  presented  at  the  con- 
ference's Open  Forum.  TheOpen 
Forum,  an  annual  APA  event  where  any 
member  or  group  of  members  can  present 
proposals  directly  to  the  APA's  board  of 


directors,  has  been  important  in  the  past 
for  the  representation  of  minority  group 
interests.  It  was  the  result  of  an  Open 
Forum  several  years  ago  that  the  Associa- 
tion for  Women  in  Psychology  was 
started,  and  women's  interests  continue 
to  be  protected  through  this  group.  At 
this  year's  meeting,  the  proposal  to  esta- 
blish a  permanent  gay  task  force  seemed 
to  meet  with  favourable  response, 
although  the  board's  decision  will  not  be 
known  for  some  time. 

The  APA  week,  however,  was  not 
entirely  positive  for  gays.  In  midweek, 
Paul  Cameron,  a  psychologist  from 
Fuller  Theological  Institute  in  Pasadena 
presented  a  paper  entitled  "A  Case 
Against  Homosexuality."  Cameron's 
paper,  which  also  was  published  in  the 
Human  Life  Review ,  a  theologically- 
oriented,  right-wing  journal,  presented  a 
rationale  for  discrimination  against 
homosexuals.  While  Cameron's  paper 
met  with  little  credibility  among  the  psy- 
chologists present,  it  did  attract  attention 
from  the  media.  After  the  CBC  had  con- 
ducted an  interview  with  Cameron, 
Charles  Weiss  of  the  AGP  informed  the 
CBC  interviewer  that  Cameron's 
opinions  contradicted  those  of  the  APA, 
which  has  added  a  sexual  orientation 
clause  to  its  official  nondiscrimination 
policy,  and  has  passed  a  resolution  stating 
that  gay  parents  should  not  be  discrim- 
inated against  in  child  custody  cases. 
Apparently,  the  protest  was  effective  as 
the  interview  was  never  aired  by  CBC. 
However,  CTV  also  sought  out  Cameron 
and  broadcast  an  interview  with  him  on 
the  program  Canada  AM.  When 
Howard  Bernstein,  the  producer  of 
Canada  AM ,  was  asked  why  Cameron 
was  selected  for  an  interview,  he 
maintained  that  CTV  had  received 
complaints  about  providing  too  much 
gay-positive  coverage  recently. 

The  media  promotion  of  people  like 
Cameron  serves  as  a  warning  to  psycholo- 
gists —  it  is  time  to  realize  that  the  social 
sciences  are  not  free  of  values,  and  that 
research  is  often  used  and  misused  to  pro- 
|  mote  political  ends. 

byCariBognarD 


Prairie  festival: 
butterflies  to  soar 

SASKATOON  —  On  October  7, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  across  the 
Prairies  will  converge  here  for  the  first 
Prairie  gay  cultural  festival.  Entitled 
Metamorphosis,  the  cultural  celebration 
is  being  sponsored  by  the  Saskatchewan 
Gay  Coalition. 

The  agenda  for  the  weekend  includes 
dances,  coffeehouses  and  continuous 
entertainment.  Appearing  at 
Metamorphosis  will  be  singers  Blackberri 
from  San  Francisco,  Larry  Stanley  from 
Edmonton,  Michael  Gordon  from 
Rcgina,  Ferron  from  Vancouver,  and 
comic  Lorna  Boschman  from  Winnipeg. 

According  to  organizers  of  the 
weekend,  the  name  "Metamorphosis  and 
the  butterfly  motif  seem  ideal  as  a  meta- 
phor for  our  continuing  growth  and 
coming  out  as  individuals  and  as  a  gay 
community!  1 


American  sociologists  vote 
support  to  TBP,  condemn  gov't 


SANFRANCISCO  —  The  15,000 
member  American  Sociological  Associa- 
tion (ASA)  has  passed  a  resolution  con- 
demning the  Ontario  government  for  its 
raid  on  The  Body  Politic.  The  strongly 
worded  resolution  was  passed  at  the  org- 
anization's annual  business  meeting  held 
here  September  6. 

Introduced  by  Ron  Lawson  of  the  City 
University  of  New  York  and  Barry  Adam 
of  the  University  of  Windsor,  the 
resolution  sparked  some  heated  debate 
but  passed  with  a  large  majority.  Accord- 
ing to  Adam,  who  was  representing  the 
ASA's  Gay  Caucus,  the  measure  was 
supported  by  such  eminent  sociologists  as 


Laud  Humphreys,  Edgar  Z  Friedenberg 
and  Jessie  Bernard. 

The  text  of  the  resolution  called  on  the 
Attorney  General  of  Ontario  to  return 
to  TBP  all  material  seized  in  the  raid,  to 
destroy  all  copies  of ' '  files,  letters  and 
subscription  lists  made  by  the  police, ' ' 
and  to  drop  "the  fatuous  charge  of  ob- 
scenity" laid  against  the  paper. 

The  ASA  also  urged  the  defeat  of  the 
upcoming  Proposition  6  in  California 
(see  feature  this  issue  page  24),  and  called 
for  the  inclusion  of  the  term  "sexual 
orientation' '  in  the  human  rights  codes  of 
every  city,  county,  state  and  federal  civil 
rights  legislation.  □ 


TBP  Rosedale  poll:  big-party 
candidates  favour  gay  rights 

Crombie  campaign  rejects  offer  of  gay  workers 


TORONTO  —  The  candidates  of  the 
three  major  federal  parties  in  the  Toronto 
Rosedale  riding  have  endorsed  the 
demands  of  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC)  for  the 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Canadian  Bill  of  Rights  as  a  prohibited 
ground  of  discrimination. 

Victory  in  the  Rosedale  riding  by- 
election,  where  constituents  include  a 
substantial  proportion  of  the  Toronto 
gay  community,  is  considered  crucial  by 
the  federal  Liberal  and  Conservative 
parties.  Former  mayor  of  Toronto, 
David  Crombie,  is  running  for  the  Con- 
servatives against  NDP  candidate  Ron  B 
Thomson  of  the  Institute  for  Medieval 
Studies  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  and 
Liberal  candidate  John  Evans,  former 
president  of  the  University  of  Toronto. 

While  Crombie  told  TBP  he  supports 
gay  rights,  an  offer  by  gay  Conservatives 
to  work  on  the  campaign  was  rejected  by 
Crombie's  staff.  Investigation  by  TBP 
has  revealed  that  Doug  Chin,  founder  of 
Tri-Aid  House  for  gay  youth, 
approached  Crombie's  campaign 
manager  with  an  offer  to  canvas  the  gay 
community  for  the  Conservative  Party, 
and  bring  in  twenty  additional  workers. 
The  offer  was  rejected  by  Crombie  and 
his  staff. 

Of  the  three  candidates,  only  Ron 
Thomson  of  the  NDP  has  been  endorsed 
by  members  of  the  gay  community,  many 
of  whom  are  working  on  his  campaign. 

During  an  TBP  interview,  Thomson 
said, ' '  I  support  party  policy  on  this  issue, 
and  it  is  the  policy  of  the  NDP  to  support 
the  demand  for  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights 
and  the  Human  Rights  Act .  1  also  feel 
that  members  of  the  Armed  Forces 
should  nol  be  dismissed  for  being  gay, 
and  sexual  orientation  should  not  be  an 
adverse  factor  in  child  custody  cither.  I 
am  prepared  to  fight  actively  for  these  re- 
forms " 

P(  candidate  David  Crombie 


mentioned  the  City  of  Toronto  by-law 
passed  in  1975  during  his  tenure  as 
mayor  to  protect  homosexuals  against 
discrimination  in  employment.  Said 
Crombie,  "I  will  fight  for  individual 
rights,  particularly  in  terms  of  discrimin- 
ation in  employment  as  a  consequence  of 
personal  views.  Sexual  orientation  is  an 
individual  right. ' '  Asked  his  views  on  dis- 
crimination against  gays  in  positions 
which  require  security  clearance  and  in 
the  military,  both  areas  under  federal  jur- 
isdiction, Crombie  stated,  "If  people 
have  a  blackmail  potential,  this  must  be 
determined.  But  the  person  involved 
must  be  told  the  reason  for  denial  of 
security  clearance,  and  then  have 
recourse  to  the  courts  for  abuse  of  pro- 
cedure. A  person's  sexual  orientation  is 
not  a  justification  for  being  turned  out  of 
the  army." 

John  Evans  of  the  Liberal  Party 
appeared  less  positive.  He  said,  "I  would 
fight  actively  to  stop  discrimination 
against  individuals  in  matters  involving 
their  private  lives,  particularly  in  matters 
of  employment.  This  would  include 
sexual  orientation."  However,  Evans 
went  on  to  say  that  "Gay  people  are 
exposed  to  a  much  greater  risk  of  black- 
mail. In  any  given  case  it  would  have  to  be 
determinded  whether  a  person  was  a 
genuine  security  risk  or  whether  bias  a  as 
involved  in  refusing  security  clearance 

Commenting  on  the  policies  of  the 
armed  forces  in  discharging  gays  from  the 
military,  Evanssaid,  "Adischarge 
should  not  occur  simply  because  a  person 
is  gay.  If  this  area  needs  revising,  it  should 
be  revised." 

The  Rosedale  by-election  is oneof 
many  being  fought  across  the  country 
October  16.  Only  the  Conservative  Part) 
tails  to  include  the  demand  for  the 
addition  ol  sexual  orientation  to  the 
C  anadian  Human  Rights  Act  as  parly 

polk), 
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Break  out  the  garlic  pendants. 
Beware  of  smooth  talkin'  strangers 
with  well  developed  canines. 
VAMP  is  on  the  wing! 


CBC  strengthens  anti-gay 
policy,  continues  ban  on  PSAs 


OTTAWA  —  The  CBC  intends  to 
continue  refusing  public  service 
announcements  (PSA's)  from  gay 
groups. 

The  Corporation  has  completed  a  re- 
view of  its  policy  on  PSA's  —  a  review  it 
agreed  to  undertake  after  pressure  from 
gays  and  from  the  Canadian  Radio-Tele- 
vision and  Telecommumications 
Commission  (CRTC).  However,  far 
from  eliminating  the  practice  of  refusing 
to  air  gay  PSA's,  the  CBC  has  actually 
added  a  clause  which  could  help  it 
"justify"  such  refusals. 

Previously,  when  it  declined  to  accept 
these  PSA' s,  the  CBC  cited  a  section  of  its 
policy  which  said,  "No  announcement 
which  promotes  or  comments  on  any  con- 
troversial political,  religious,  social  or 
economic  opinion  or  that  takes  a  position 
on  any  controversial  issue  will  be  accept- 
able." 

That  section  is  still  in  the  new  policy, 
but  the  CBC  has  added  another  clause:  to 
qualify  for  a  PSA,  an  organization 
cannot  be ' '  controversial  in  itself. ' ' 

The  addition  of  this  clause  is  significant 
because  the  CBC  has  maintained  all  along 
that  homosexuality,  in  itself,  is 
con t  roversial .  It '  s  not  what  gay  people 
actually  do  that  counts,  it  is  what  they 
are. 

The  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  (CLGRC)  has  been  fighting  the 
CBC  on  this  issue  for  almost  two  years. 
Prior  to  that  the  CBC  seems  to  have  ap- 
plied its  policy  only  sporadically,  if  at  all. 
But  in  October  1976  CBH,  the  CBC  radio 


outlet  in  Halifax,  refused  a  PSA  from  the 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  and  since  then 
the  battle  has  raged. 

Member  groups  of  the  CLGRC  have 
intervened  on  six  occasions  at  CBC 
licence  renewal  hearings  before  the 
CRTC  to  demand  the  CBC  rescind  its 
policy.  The  Canadian  University  Press 
has  lent  its  support  by  calling  on  its  mem- 
ber newspapers  to  boycott  CBC  ads. 

After  each  intervention,  the  CRTC  has 
renewed  the  licences  of  the  CBC  stations 
in  question,  but  it  has  also  expressed  in- 
terest in  the  results  of  the  CBC's  policy  re- 
view. In  a  decision  rendered  earlier  this 
year  after  an  intervention  by  Gays  of 
Ottawa  (GO) ,  the  CRTC  said, '  The  Cor- 
poration demonstrated  that  the  gays' 
organization  failed  to  qualify  under  (the 
existing)  policy."  But  it  also  added,  "The 
CRTC  wants  to  discuss  the  Corporation's 
policy  on  PSA's  at  the  forthcoming  pub- 
lic hearing  on  the  renewal  of  the  network 
licence." 

That  hearing  is  scheduled  to  begin  Oct- 
ober2in  Hull.  GO,  representing  the 
CLGRC,  has  filed  an  intervention  and 
has  applied  to  appear  before  the  CRTC 
on  that  occasion. 

In  a  letter  to  the  CRTC  dated  August 
25, 1978,  RCFraser,  Vice-President  of 
Corporate  Affairs  and  Assistant  to  the 
President  of  the  CBC,  says, '  'The  Cor- 
poration, i  e,  the  Board  of  Directors,  has 
concluded  that  homosexuality  is  still  a 
controversial  subject  and  therefore  can 
be  dealt  with  only  under  programming. ' ' 

The  CBC  distinguishes  between  news 


and  public  affairs  programming  and  pub- 
lic service  announcements  and  Fraser 
promises  that  despite  the  ban  on  gay 
PSA's,  the  CBC  will  discuss  homosexual- 
ity and  heterosexuality  in  its 
programming,  but  wilJ  not  promote 
either. 

In  its  intervention,  GO  says  the  tax  dol- 
lars of  homosexuals  are  being  used  to  sup- 
port a  public  corporation  that  discrimi- 
nates against  gay  people,  a  corporation 
which  has  a  mandate  to  serve  all 
Canadians.  PSA's  from  gay 
organizations,  GO  points  out,  are  state- 
ments of  fact,  like  the  announcement  of  a 
meeting  or  social  event. 

"  It  is  not  the  announcements  them- 
selves that  disturb  the  CBC,"  GO  says, 
"but  the  fact  they  originate  from  homo- 
sexual organisations.  Homosexuals  are 
not  a  topic  or  a  subject.  Sexual  orien- 
tation is  not  an  opinion  but  an  identity. 

"Language  rights,  for  example,"  GO 
adds,  "are  certainly  controversial,  but 
this  would  hardly  be  a  legitimate  excuse  to 
deny  francophone  organizations  access 
to  PSA's.  There  can  certainly  be  no  con- 
troversy about  the  fact  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  exist." 

GO  is  now  waiting  to  hear  if  it  will  re- 
ceive permission  to  make  an  oral  presen- 
tation before  the  CRTC  at  the  hearings 
which  begin  October  2. 

Persons  interested  in  commenting  on 
the  CBC  policy  can  write  to  the  CBC: 
RCFraser,  Vice-President,  Corporate 
Affairs  and  Assistant  to  the  President, 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation,  PO 
Box  8478,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  K1G  3  J5  or 
to  the  CRTC :  Ms  Lise  Ouimet,  Secretary- 
General,  Canadian  Radio-Television  and 
Telecommunications  Commission, 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Kl  AON2. 

by  David  Garmaise  D 

Mayor  refuses 
to  proclaim 
"GayWeek' 


rM 


QUEBEC  -  Mayor  Jean  Pelletier  has  re- 
jected a  request  that  October  2-8  be  pro- 
claimed Gay  Week  ("Semainedel'homo- 
philie"). 

The  request  was  sent  August  23  by  the 
Centre  Homophile  d' Aide  et  de  Liber- 
ation (CH  AL).  The  group  argued  that 
Pelletier  should  proclaim  Gay  Week  since 
the  city  would  be  hosting  the  second 
National  Congress  for  Gay  Men  and  Les- 
bians from  October  7-9.  The  congress  is 
being  organized  by  CHAL. 

Several  days  later,  Pelletier  wrote 
CHAL  and  refused  the  request.  His  only 
explanation  was  that  the  proclamation 
"might  be  interpreted  as  approval,  on 
behalf  of  myself  or  Quebec  City  muni- 
cipal authorities,  of  the  viewpoints  you 
have  on  these  questions." 

The  Mayor  did  not  clarify  what 
"questions"  he  had  in  mind. 

In  a  similar  incident,  Mayor  Jack  Vol- 
rich  of  Vancouver  declined  to  sign  a  pro- 
clamation declaring  July  29  to  August  6 
as  that  city's  second  Annual  Gay  Unity 
Week. 

The  request  had  been  made  by  the 
Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research 
and  Counselling  on  Homosexuality 
(SEARCH).  The  group  had  the  support 


of  several  city  alderpersons,  but  Mayor 
Volrich  declared  that  he  was '  'too  busy' ' 
to  meet  with  SEARCH  leaders  and  other 
representatives  from  the  gay 
community.  □ 

New  organization 
with  teeth  seeks 
fresh  blood 

TORONTO  -  TBP  has  learned  that  gay 
vampires  in  Toronto  have  formed  an 
organization  called  VAMP  —  Vampires 
Against  Marriage  and  Parenting. 

Theannouncement  came  last  month  in 
a  letter  from  a  Count  Alucard,  though  the 
organization,  as  the  letter  put  it,  had  been 
'  'getting  off  the  ground"  since  last 
October. 

Count  Alucard  noted  that ' '  for  years 
we  (vampires)  were  as  unmention- 
able. ..as  someone  with  a  burning  case  of 
hemorrhoids.  Now  we  feel  that  we  can  fly 
out  of  our  belfries  and  rejoice  in  this  era 
of  Total  Liberation." 

The  organizational  "wing"  of  the 
movement,  known  as  Flyin'  High, 
promises  to '  'develop  our  teeth  and  sink 
them  deep  into  the  issues  (and  tissues)  of 
liberation . ' '     The  only  return  address  on 
the  letter  was  "Transylvania,  Ontario." 
Although  TBP's  Community  Page  editor 
has  made  several  forays  to  local 
cemeteries  in  the  hope  of  contacting 
Count  Alucard ,  we  are  unable  to  provide 
further  details  at  present.  □ 

Harassed  gay  bar 
owner  fined 

THUNDER  BAY  —  A  man  who 
attempted  to  run  a  gay  bar  in  Thunder 
Bay,  Ontario  has  been  fined  $500  after 
pleading  guilty  to  a  charge  of  unlawfully 
causing  bodily  harm . 

The  accused,  Michael  Agostinelli, 
opened  the  Mona  Lisa  Tavern  as  a  gay  bar 
in  1972.  During  Agostinelli 's  trial, 
defense  lawyer  Lee  Baig  said  that "  the 
business  was  successful,  he  had  good 
patrons,  there  were  no  fights  and  the 
establishment  was  well  run. ' '  Baig  went 
on  to  note,  however,  that  the  gay  bar  has 
been  subject  to  continual  harassment. 
"Unfortunately  some  residents  didn't 
think  the  place  ought  to  exist.  On  more 
than  adozen  occasions  over  a  four- 
year  period  persons  armed  with  bats  and 
other  light  weapons  would  break  up  the 
bar."  In  addition,  Agostinelli's  wife  and 
fourteen-year-old  daughter  who  lived  in 
the  back  of  the  building  had  also  been 
harassed  by  the  hoodlums. 

When  Agostinelli  contacted  Thunder 
Bay  police  he  was  told  only  that '  'you 
have  to  catch  them  before  we  can  arrest 
and  prosecute." 

The  conviction  and  fine  resulted  from 
an  incident  on  the  night  of  March  15, 
1975.  On  that  evening  the  bar's  $400  plate 
glass  front  door  was  kicked  in  and 
Agostinelli  was  faced  with  a  hostile  crowd 
of  youths.  According  to  the  defense 
lawyer,  Agostinelli  in  desperation 
discharged  a  gun  which  wounded  one  of 
the  crowd  in  the  leg. 

As  a  result  of  the  incident  and  charges, 
Agostinelli  was  forced  to  close  the  bar.  □ 
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Is  there  ever  "reasonable  cause" 

to  discriminate? 

The  answer's  coming  in. 

Gay  Tide  vs  the  Supreme  Court 


TBP  appeals 
to  ombudsman 
over  OAG  decision 

TORONTO  —  The  Body  Politichas 
appealed  to  the  Ontario  ombudsman  to 
investigate  the  decision  of  the  Ontario 
Arts  Council  (OAC)  not  to  place  a 
summer  student  with  TBP  under  the 
Council's  "Experience  '78"  program. 

Under  the  program,  the  Council  would 
have  paid  the  salary  of  a  student  hired  by 
TBPas  a  production  and  promotion 
assistant. 

The  appeal  to  ombudsman  Arthur 
Maloney,  dated  September  14,  claims 
that  the  reason  for  the  refusal  was  insuf- 
ficient, and  that  protest  letters  written  by 
the  paper  and  the  Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers'  Association  (CPPA)  have 
gone  unanswered . 

The  only  reason  given  by  Council  for 
the  refusal  was  the  fact  that  "charges 
under  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada  are 
still  pending. ' '  The  paper  had  been  given 
a  student  in  1977,  and  Council  admitted 
that  "your  sponsorship  of  an  Experience 
employee  last  year  seems  to  have  worked 
out  well." 

TBP  is  claiming  that  the  existence  of 
criminal  charges  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  whether  or  not  a  summer  with  the 
paper  would  be  a  learning  experience  for 
a  student. 

' '  TBP  is  guilty  of  nothing, ' '  said 
Gerald  Hannon,  the  collective  member 
who  is  carrying  the  complaint  to  the 
ombudsman.  "We  are  assumed  innocent 
until  the  courts  make  some  decision. ' ' 
CPPA  echoed  that  sentiment  in  their  pro- 
test to  the  Council.  "We  are  understand- 
ably concerned,"  wrote  Executive 
Director  Sheryl  Taylor-Munro,  "that  the 
magazine  has  been  found  guilty  by  OAC 
of  charges  which  are  pending,  rather  than 
their  being  assumed  innocent  until  the 
court  decides  otherwise. ' ' 

There  has  been  no  reply  as  yet  from  the 
ombudsman's  office.  D 

Brief  presented 
on  Business  Act 

TORONTO  —  The  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  is  making  yet 
another  effort  to  persuade  members  of 
the  provincial  legislature  to  consider  the 
rights  of  women  and  gays.  On  September 
19,  adelegation  from  CGRO  made  a  pre- 
sentation to  the  legislature's  justice 
committee  asking  that  protection  on  the 
basis  of  sex  and  sexual  orientation  be  in- 
cluded in  Bill  1 1 2,  An  Act  to  Prohibit  Dis- 
crimination in  Business  Relationships. 

The  Bill,  originally  introduced  by  MPP 
Larry  Grossman,  now  Minister  of  Con- 
sumer and  Commercial  Relations,  seeks 
to  prohibit  discrimination  against 
associations,  businesses,  partnerships 
and  other  groups  of  people  on  such 
grounds  as  race,  creed,  colour  and 
national  origin .  The  Bill  died  on  the  order 
paper  in  the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 

The  Bill  was  introduced  mainly  as  a 
result  of  the  Arab-sponsored  boycott  of 
Jewish-owned  businesses.  The  Bill  would 
prohibit  such  discrimination  in  Ontario, 


and  would  impose  heavy  fines  on 
violators. 

A  brief  presented  by  CGRO  to  the 
legislature  September  8  notes  the  exis- 
tence of  a  women's  credit  union,  book- 
store and  press,  and  of  gay-owned  and 
operated  stores,  publications  and 
businesses.  It  argues  that  if  discrimina- 
tion in  business  relationships  on  the  basis 
of  race,  creed,  colour  and  religion  is  to  be 
prohibited,  so  also  should  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sex  and  sexual  orientation . 
by  Paul  Trollope 

Gay case  reaches 
Supreme  Court 

OTTAWA  —  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
officials  have  placed  the  Gay  Alliance  To- 
ward Equality  vs  the  Vancouver  Sun  case 
high  on  the  appeals  list  opening  the 
court's  fall  session  October  3.  The  pre- 
cedent-setting case  has  been  tentatively 
set  for  October  5. 

The  confrontation  began  in  October, 
1974,  when  the  Sun  refused  to  print  a 
classified  ad  submitted  by  GATE.  The  ad 
solicited  subscriptions  for  the  organiza- 
tion's newspaper,  Gay  Tide. 

Although  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission  supported  GATE,  and  the 
BC  Supreme  Court  upheld  that  decision, 
the  BC  Court  of  Appeal  decided  in  favour 
of  the  Sun. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  will  be 
asked  to  decide  whether  there  is  "reason- 
able cause' '  to  discriminate  against  gay 
people  if  a  bias  against  them  is  "honestly 
entertained." 

Donations  to  help  pay  legal  costs  are 
gratefully  accepted,  and  should  be  sent 
to:  GATE,  PO  Box  1463,  Stn  A,  Van- 
couver, BC,  V6C  2P7.D 


Camping  it  up  a 
great  success! 

MULMERTWP.ON  —  AUnitarian 
Church  sponsored  summer  camp  for 
gay  people  was  pronounced  a  great  suc- 
cess and  a  "relaxed,  cheap  and  loving 
holiday  among  our  own  people' '  by  those 
who  attended. 

Held  August  20-26  at  Unicamp,  a  fifty 
acre  site  near  the  Blue  Mountain  ski  area 
north  of  Toronto,  the  week  promised  a 
period  of  "self-discovery,  self-aware- 
ness, and  understanding... a  celebration 
of  life  and  its  possibilities  through  the 
expression  of  feelings. ' ' 

Fifteen  people  —  five  women  and  ten 
men  —  participated  in  the  program, 
called  "Living  as  a  Gay  Person  Today." 
According  to  Jim  Quixley  of  Toronto, 
one  of  those  attending,  the  group  ranged 
in  age  from  early  twenties  to  nearly  sixty, 
and  included  singles  and  couples, 
religious  people  and  atheists,  Canadians 
and  foreigners. 

A  charge  of  $  1 25  covered  all  expenses 
for  the  entire  week .  The  group  held  dis- 
cussion sessions  on  topics  such  as 
"Breaking down  the  barriers,"  "Aging 
.md  death,"  "Relationships,"  and 
"Activism." 

The  camp  may  be  held  again  next 
year 


In  less  than  90  days ,  on  January  2 , 1 979 , 
The  Body  Politic  and  three  officers  of  its 
publisher,  Pink  Triangle  Press,  will  go 
on  trial  to  face  obscenity  charges  resulting 
from  last  December's  police  raid  on  the 
magazine's  office. 

At  stake  is  your  right  to  an  indepen- 
dent gay  press  free  from  harassment. 
Fighting  this  battle  takes  time  and  energy, 
as  well  as  money.  Your  help  is  required . 

To  get  involved,  call  (416)  863-6320. 

Do  it  now.  While  you  still  can. 


THE 
BODY  POLITIC 

FREE  THE  PRESS 
FUND 


Cheques  payable  to: 

Lynn  King  in  Trust 

for  The  Body  Politic 

FreeThe  Press  Fund 


c/oCornish,  King,  Sachs  +  Waldman 
Barristers  +  Solicitors 
111  Richmond  Street  West  Suite  320 
Toronto,  Ontario  CANADA  M5H3N6 


L\»- 


San  Francisco 


Hong  Kong 

New  York 


Ft.  Lauderdale  London 

LIFESTYLE  VACATIONS  "\. 

When  considering  a  Fiesta,  Skylark,  Wardair  or  Sunt  light  package  holiday, 
or  a  regular  airline  reservation ,  let  us  book  it  for  you .  We  have  the  right 
intormation  and  suggestions  to  make  your  trip  a  big  success! 

PHONE  NOW  FOR  OUR  NEW  FALL  AND  WINTER  BROCHURE  TO  GAY  DESTINATIONS. 
ANOTHER  ENCORE  FIRST! 


M arlin  Beach  1  week  from  $319, 

double  occupancy,  hotel  and  airfare. 

Sail  Jlian  December  1 , 1  week, 
theLindomar  Hotel,  from  $399 

1x10  !   For  Carnival,  February  16,14  days 
from  $1309  (includes  airfare,  hotel  and 
dinner  daily) 
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TheWorld 


Symbol  of  the  International  Gay  Association 


Ten  countries  form  international 
group,  set  Greek  protest  as  priority 


COVENTRY  —  Representatives  of  gay 
organizations  from  eleven  different 
countries  met  in  Coventry  England  from 
August  26  to  28.  The  meetings  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  (IGA),  the  first  organization 
of  its  kind  in  history. 

The  founding  meetings  were  attended 
by  gays  from  France  (ALEPH),  Italy 
(FUORI),  Northern  Ireland  (Northern 
Ireland  Gay  Rights  Association), 
Holland  (COC),  Britain  (CHE),  USA 
(NGTF),  Australia,  Denmark 
(FORBUNDET  AF  1948),  Scotland 
(Scottish  Gay  Rights  Group),  Republic  of 
Ireland  (Campaign  for  Homosexual  Law 
Reform)  and  Canada  (Canadian  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  Coalition).  Delegates 
from  Sweden,  Belgium  and 
Czechoslovakia  were  prevented  from 
coming  by  last  minute  difficulties. 

The  aims  of  the  IGA  are  twofold:  "To 
maximize  the  effectiveness  of  gay 
organizations  by  co-ordinating  political 
action  on  an  international  level  in  the  pur- 
suit of  gay  rights,  and  in  particular  to 
apply  concerted  political  pressure  on 
governments  and  international  institu- 
tions,' '  and  "To  set  up  an  information 
centre  to  distribute  information  on  gay 
matters  between  gay  organizations,  to 


Gay  rights  advocate 
resigns  from 
White  House 

WASHINGTON  —  Margaret 
"Midge"  Costanza,  gay  rights  advocate, 
resigned  in  early  August  as  President  Car- 
ter's assistant  because  of  "differences  in 
style  and  approach . ' '  Last  year  Costanza 
made  history  by  meeting  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
and  other  gay  community  leaders  in  her 
White  House  office.  It  was  the  first  time 
that  open  gay  men  and  lesbians  had  been 
invited  there. 

Costanza' s  position  at  the  White 
House  had  recently  been  downgraded 
and  she  was  moved  to  a  basement  office, 
reportedly  because  she  held  different 
views  on  women's  and  gay  rights  from 
other  Presidential  aides.  D 

New  guidelines  cut 
access  to  abortion 

US  —  The  national  Abortion  Rights 
Action  League  reports  that  the  number  of 
Medicaid  abortions  in  states  adhering  to 
the  recently  issued  Health  Education  and 
Welfare  guidelines  have  dropped  approx- 
imately 98%  since  the  guidelines  went 
into  effect.  The  new  guidelines  severely 
restrict  federal  funding  for  abortions. 

In  Texas,  approximately  200  abortions 
a  month  were  performed  on  Medicaid  in 
1977.  Since  the  new  regulations,  there 
have  been  fewer  than  two  a  month .  There 
has  not  been  a  single  Medicaid  abortion 
performed  in  Alabama  since  the 
change. □ 


promote  a  wider  knowledge  of  gay  op- 
pression, and  to  identify  areas  where 
international  political  pressure  may  most 
effectively  be  pursued. 

The  most  urgent  task  facing  the  new  or- 
ganization will  be  the  struggle  against  the 
new  anti-gay  laws  presently  before  the 
Greek  parliament.  The  Greek 
government  is  especially  vulnerable  to 
international  pressure  at  the  moment 
since  the  country  is  seeking  membership 
in  the  European  Economic  Community. 
The  IGA  is  seeking  full  publicity  for 
simultaneous  demonstrations  outside 
Greek  Embassies  throughout  the  world 
on  September  30. 

Similar  protests  will  be  mounted  out- 
side Soviet  Embassies  November  25  to 
draw  attention  to  the  oppressive  nature  of 
Article  121  of  the  Soviet  penal  code. 
That  law  provides  for  8  years  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour  for  homosexual 
acts  between  consenting  adults. 

Recognition  was  given  to  the  serious 
threat  the  Briggs  Initiative  is  posing  for 
gays  in  California  and  across  the  USA. 
Member  organizations  are  called  upon  to 
write  letters  of  protest  to  the  American 
Embassy  in  their  country  and  to  send  let- 
ters of  support  to  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 


Gays  make  first 
foray  into  public 
action 

MEXICO  CITY  —  For  the  first  time  in 
Mexican  history  a  gay  organization  has 
marched  as  a  contingent  in  a  mass 
demonstration. 

The  Frente  Homosexual  de  Accion 
Revolucionaria  (FH  AR)  marched  here 
recently  in  a  demonstration  against  police 
repression .  The  demonstration  of  30,000 
people  was  organized  by  the  committee  to 
Defend  Political  Prisoners,  the 
University  Workers  Union,  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  the  Revolutionary 
Workers  Party  (PRT). 

About  ten  members  of  the  FHAR 
marched  in  front  of  the  PRT  contingent 
with  a  banner  and  leaflets.  According  to 
one  demonstrator,  public  response  was 
"impressive."  "People  would  clap.  They 
couldn't  believe  it. "  There  were  also  re- 
ports that  a  lesbian  group  has  been 
formed  and  is  involved  with  the  National  ' 
Coalition  of  Feminist  Women.  □ 

Gay  Joys  swept  up 
in  porn  raid 

LEXINGTON  —  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
and  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  have  been  the 
basis  for  criminal  charges  in  at  least  two 
cases.  The  books  were  two  of  adozen 
confiscated  from  three  bookstores  in 
Lexington,  KY.  It  was  the  first  enforcing 
of  a  new  anti-pornography  law  that 
prohibits  the  display  of  sexually  oriented 
material  in  places  frequented  by 
minors.  □ 


The  Association  plans  to  raise  funds  to 
support  the  law  suit  challenging  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  Republic  of  Ireland's 
anti-gay  laws.  Actions  will  also  be  held  in 
Strasbourg  when  the  Northern  Ireland 
anti-gay  laws  are  challenged  there  in  the 
European  Court. 

Submissions  are  planned  to  the 
Council  of  Europe  calling  for  the  de- 
criminalization of  homosexuality  and 
for  the  expansion  of  anti-discrimination 
clauses  to  include  sexual  orientation  in 
any  revised  version  of  the  European  Con- 
vention on  Human  Rights.  Amnesty  In- 
ternational will  be  encouraged  to  work 
for  the  release  of  people  imprisoned 
under  anti-gay  laws,  and  the  IGA  will 
participate  in  the  campaign  to  have  the 
World  Health  Organization  drop 
homosexuality  from  its  classification  of 
diseases. 

Support  will  be  given  to  The  Body 
Politic,  "presently  under  attack  in 
Canada  for  publishing  a  serious  feature 
on  child  /  adult  sexual  relations. ' ' 

The  IGA  secretariat  will  handle  infor- 
mation and  emergency  action.  It  will  be 
based  in  Dublin  where  existing  telex  links 
ensure  a  swift  flow  of  information  and 
the  co-ordination  of  national  organiza- 
tions. The  groups  also  plans  to  publish  a 
quarterly  newsletter. 

The  treasury  will  be  based  in  Amster- 
dam and  will  be  administered  by  the 
Dutch  group,  COC. 

The  IGA  is  appealing  to  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations  throughout  the 
world  to  join  the  organization.  Further 
information  can  be  obtained  from  the 
International  Gay  Association,  c/o 
CHLR,  PO  Box  93 1 ,  Dublin  4,  Ireland . 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Holland 
at  Easter,  1979.  D 


Nuptial  bliss:  Pat  Arrowsmith  ponders 
spending  the  wages  of  sin. 

Lesbian  marries 
for  money 

LONDON  —  Pat  Arrowsmith,  a  lesbian 
activist  and  prominent  peace 
campaigner,  has  announced  that  she 
plans  to  marry  in  order  to  claim 
thousands  of  pounds  left  to  her  by  her 
clergyman  father  on  condition  that  she 
take  a  husband. 

Arrowsmith  told  reporters  that 
"marriage  is  a  foolish  institution"  and 
she  will  begladtomakea  mockery  of  it . 

Her  fiance  is  planning  to  divorce  the 
immigrant  woman  he  married  to  enable 
her  to  stay  in  Britain . 

Arrowsmith  says  she  will  be  glad  to 
make  a  mockery  of  both  inherited  wealth 
and  invested  capital  by  donating  the 
money  to  such  causes  as  the  Anti-Nazi 
League,  Amnesty  International,  The 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament, 
and  the  Troops  Out  of  Ireland  Cam- 
paign. Money  may  also  be  available  to 
gay  causes.  □ 


New  China  policy:  gays  productive 


HONGKONG  —  For  the  first  time  a 
pro-Chinese  information  magazine  has 
devoted  an  article  to  the  subject  of 
homosexuality. 

Writing  in  the  monthly  Eastern 
Horizon  Dr  Robert  Friend,  an  American 
physician  and  former  resident  in  China, 
discussed  the  question  of  homosexuality 
with  five  Chinese  medical  and  legal 
specialists. 

According  to  the  article,  Chinese 
opinion  judges  homosexuality  with 
"considerable  tolerance. ' ' '  'This  is  prob- 
ably because  people  feel  that  a  person 
should  be  measured  not  by  his  sexual 
preferences,  but  by  his  'contribution  to 
the  building  of  socialism. '  The  feeling  is 
strong  that  one  has  the  right  to  his  own 
behaviour  patterns  —  so  long  as  they  do 
not  interefere  with  or  hinder  the  general 
social  aims,  or  break  the  law." 

There  are  no  laws  in  China  against 
homosexual  behaviour,  nor,  according  to 
the  article,  do  Chinese  doctors  and  scien- 
tists consider  homosexuality  a  medical 


problem. 

'  'The  Chinese  consider  that 
homosexuality  is  far  more  prevalent  in 
those  societies  in  which  the  moral  fabric  is 
changing  too  rapidly  or  disintegrating, 
sexual  habits  and  attitudes  are  changing 
correspondingly,  sex  and  sex  acts 
(including  pornography)  are  constantly 
publicized  in  the  media,  and  sexual 
freedom  is  permitted  to  the  point  of 
promiscuity.  In  the  Chinese  view  these 
societies  usually  contain  a  built-in 
economic  and  social  frustration  for  many 
people  that  results  in  individual  rebellion. 
This  often  takes  the  form  of  asocial,  'way 
out'  behavior,  of  which  homosexuality  is 
occasionally  a  part . ' ' 

The  article  concludes  by  stating  that  it 
is  present  Chinese  policy  to  "mobilize  all 
positive  factors  and  unite  all  who  can  be 
united  to  modernize  the  country  and  to 
build  socialism.  Homosexuals,  where 
they  exist,  are  considered  part  of  the 
forces  necessary  to  unite  for  this  task."D 
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A  few  months  ago,  Judge  Bonin 

attended  a  lecture. 

On  August  2  he  was  forced  to  resign. 

After  all,  the  lecture  was  given  by  a  homosexual. 


Greek  "VD  law"  may  pass, 
international  protest  mounts 


ATHENS  —  The  struggle  is  intensifying 
over  the  new  Greek  venereal  disease  law 
which  seriously  threatens  the  civil  rights 
of  gay  men.  The  bill,  originally  prepared 
under  the  fascist  military  j  unta,  has  been 
reintroduced  by  the  Karamanlis  govern- 
ment. Gay  people  are  referred  to 
throughout  by  the  insulting  term 
"  kinaidos ' '  (those  who  are  a  shame  even 
to  dogs). 

"The  wording  of  the  law  is  contrived  in 
such  a  way  as  to  project  homosexuals  as  a 
medical  threat  to  society' '  said  a  spokes- 
person for  the  Greek  gay  organization 
AKOE.  The  bill  provides  for  a  one  year 
prison  sentence  for  male  homosexuals 
convicted  of  circulating  in  public  places 
with  the  evident  purposes  of  attracting 
men. 

The  right  wing  press  has  launched  a 
major  campaign  against  the  "Gay 


Third  police  attack 
hits  gay  movement 

SYDNEY  —  Australian  police  are  con- 
tinuing their  attacks  against  the  gay 
movement  here. 

In  Sydney  August  27  more  than  100 
women  and  men  were  charged  with  vari- 
ous offenses  under  the  Summary 
Offenses  Act. 

A  demonstration  of  over  300  people 
from  the  country's  4th  National  Homo- 
sexual Conference  were  given  only  30 
seconds  to  disperse  before  New  South 
Wales  Police  Superintendent  Reg 
Douglas  ordered  police  to  move  in.  The 
demonstrators  had  been  protesting  a 
"Right  to  Life"  rally  held  in  nearby  Hyde 
Park .  Most  of  those  arrested  had  been 
unable  to  disperse  because  police  were 
blocking  surrounding  streets. 

Bail,  described  as  "outrageously  high, " 
was  set  at  $200  for  first  offenders  while 
some  out-of-state  people  were  forced  to 
pay  $1000.  About  $20,000  in  bail  money 
was  raised  later  in  the  afternoon. 

A  Gay  Solidarity  Group  spokesperson 
declared  that  "there  would  have  been  no 
need  for  arrests  if  police  had  not  pro- 
voked and  trapped  demonstrators." 

At  least  1 80  people  now  face  charges 
stemming  from  gay  rights  protests  held  in 
Sydney  in  June,  July  and  August.  The 
GSG  is  demanding  that  all  charges  be 
dropped  against  all  those  arrested.  D 

New  defence  policy 
to  allow  Honour- 
able Discharge 

WASHINGTON  —  According  to  a  new 
US  Defense  Department  policy,  men  and 
women  discharged  from  the  Armed 
Forces  for  their  homosexuality  can  no 
longer  be  automatically  denied  an 
Honourable  Discharge.  The  change  dates 
from  January  20,  1978  but  has  only  re- 
cently received  publicity. 

Homosexual  veterans  will  be  able  to 


Threat, ' '  referring  to  a  murdered  gay  as 
"disgusting  like  a  worm,"  and  making 
heroes  out  of  those  who  demand  death 
for  gay  people.  The  hysteria  has  given 
police  a  free  hand  to  arrest,  detain  and 
extract  confessions  from  Greek  gays. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  Greek  intel- 
lectuals, artists  and  lawyers  have  signed 
and  published  a  protest  against  the  bill. 
Twenty  prominent  French  intellectuals 
have  signed  a  protest  to  the  Greek 
government  ( TBP  August  /  78).  One  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  Dutch  parlia- 
mentarians have  sent  a  letter  to  the  chair 
of  the  Greek  parliament  urging  the  bill's 
rejection.  The  International  Gay  As- 
sociation will  be  co-ordinating 
demonstrations  at  Greek  Embassies 
throughout  the  world  September  30  to 
protest  the  projected  law.  □ 


apply  to  military  review  boards  to 
upgrade  their  discharge  status  until 
January  1,1980. 

Although  the  new  policy  bans  discrim- 
ination in  determining  discharge  status,  it 
still  requires  that  gays  be  discharged  on 
the  grounds  that  "The  presence  of  such  a 
member  in  a  military  environment 
seriously  impairs  combat  readiness. ' ' 

Between  2000  and  3000  gays  are 
discharged  every  year  from  the  American 
Armed  Services.  Until  now  they  auto- 
matically received  less  than  Honourable 
Discharges  which  can  seriously  hinder  a 
veteran's  ability  to  find  employment.  □ 


Gay  clergy  bumped 
by  bishops 

PHOENIX  —  Father  Andr6  Boulanger, 
chaplain  for  Dignity,  has  been  dismissed 
as  the  pastor  of  St  Edwards  parish  in  this 
city.  Summoned  to  appear  before  his 
bishop,  J  R  Rausch  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Phoenix,  Boulanger 
was  charged  and  found  guilty  of  heresy. 

The  dismissal  came  after  the  appear- 
ance of  an  interview  in  the  Phoenix 
Gazette  on  June  22  in  which  the  priest 
stated  the  Dignity  position  that  "gay 
people  can  express  their  sexuality  in  a 
manner  consonant  with  Christ's 
teachings. ' '  Boulanger  was  also  quoted  as 
saying  that  "25%  of  the  priests  in 
Phoenix  are  basically  homosexual." 

In  a  similar  incident,  Reverend  Robert 
Gephart,  assistant  pastor  of  the  Good 
Sheperd  Lutheran  Church  in  Rego  Park, 
NY,  was  forced  to  resign  after  refusing  to 
take  a  vow  of  celibacy  after  his  bishop 
learned  he  was  gay . 

According  to  Gephart  the  major  issue 
was  his  suitability  as  a  youth  minister. 
"They  were  not  so  much  concerned  with 
the  possibility  of  my  seducing  the  youth 
as  with  the  influence  I  would  have  over 
their  development,  especially  if  it 
appeared  as  if  they  were  condoning  my 
lifestyle." 

When  Gephart  Met  ter  of  resignation 


was  read  to  the  congregation,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  emotion,  "peoplecrying 
and  everything. ' '  The  Church  youth 
group  has  subsequently  begun  circulating 
a  petition  calling  for  his  reinstatement.  □ 

Judge  resigns  after 
House  vote 

BOSTON  —  Justice  Robert  Bonin  sur- 
prised his  supporters  August  2  when  he 
submitted  his  resignation  as  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Superior  court .  Bonin's  resign- 
ation came  less  than  24  hours  after  the 
State's  House  and  Senate  had  both  voted 
to  remove  him  from  the  bench 
permanently. 

The  Judge  became  a  centre  of  controv- 
ersy after  he  attended  a  lecture  for  the 
Boston  Boise  Committee  given  by  author 
Gore  Vidal.  The  Boston  Boise  Committee 
is  seeking  to  defend  a  number  of  men 
charged  with  having  sexual  relations  with 
minors  earlier  this  year. 

In  a  press  conference  after  his  resign- 
ation, Bonin  stated  that  "Homophobia 
played  a  very  large  part' '  in  his  ouster. 
"The  climate  for  gay  people  in  this  state  is 
not  good . ' '  Anti-Semitism  in  the  largely 
Irish-Catholic  legal  establishment  was 
also  cited  as  a  factor  in  the  judge's 
downfall.  □ 

Ulster  reform 
inches  closer 

BELFAST  —  After  months  of  delay, 
Northern  Ireland  has  taken  another  small 
step  towards  homosexual  law  reform.  At 
the  end  of  August,  the  Northern  Ireland 
Office  finally  issues  its  first  draft  order  to 
reform  that  province's  laws  on  homo- 
sexuality. 

The  publication  of  the  order  follows 
belatedly  the  report  of  the  province's 
Advisory  Commission  on  Human  Rights 
which  called  for  reform  in  April  1977. 
The  government  is  inviting  three  months 
discussion  (instead  of  the  usual  one) 
before  a  bill  will  be  brought  before 
Parliament. 

The  Northern  Ireland  Gay  Rights  As- 
sociation has  been  strongly  critical  of  the 
delay  in  publication  of  the  proposal.  Ian 
Paisley  and  other  fundamentalist 
religious  leaders  have  been  mobilizing 
their  congregations  to  oppose  any  at- 
tempt to  reform  the  law.  At  present, 
homosexuality  —  like  murder  —  is 
punishable  with  life  imprisonment  in 
Northern  Ireland. □ 

Hawaii  rejects 
anti-bias  clause 

HONOLULU  —  A  provision  protecting 
gay  rights  was  killed  August  1 3  by  the 
committee  drafting  a  new  constitution 
for  the  State  of  Hawaii .  The  Committee 
on  Bill  of  Rights,  Suffrage  and  Elections 
rejected  the  term  "sexual  orientation"  as 
a  basis  for  a  non-discrimination  clause. 
Delegate  John  Waihce,  who  voted 
against  the  measure,  said,  "1  havesome 
difficulty  with  this  because  I'd  like  to  sec 
gay  people  get  their  full  rights  Hut  some 
fear  that  if  this  is  placed  on  the  ballot,  the 
general  population  may  not  bo  able  to 
accept  this  in  their  constitution  " 


Bryant  bombs  in 
Boston;  GCN 
vandalized 

BOSTON  —  Anita  Bryant  failed  to  per- 
form in  Boston  September  1  when  Demo- 
cratic US  Senatorial  candidate  Howard 
Phillips  called  off  a  fundraiser  staring  the 
anti-gay  crusader.  Phillips  claimed  to 
have  cancelled  the  concert  due  to  threats 
of  violence  from  "militant  homo- 
sexuals, ' '  but  failed  to  mention  that  only 
78  tickets  had  been  sold  for  the  event. 

Advertisements  in  Boston  newspapers 
appeared  with  Bryant's  face  partly 
covered  by  the  caption,  "Cancelled  Due 
To  Threats  Of  Violence. ' ' 

Bryant  did  arrive  in  the  city  to  plug 
Phillips  in  a  news  conference  however. 
Two  thousand  people  flooded  Copley 
Square  in  protest .  Addressing  the  crowd , 
former  Superior  Court  Judge  Robert 
Bonin  called  the  cancelation  "a  typical 
demagogic  trick.  Politics  is  the  only  pro- 
fession where  mediocrities  can  gain  the 
world's  attention  by  slander. "  The 
demonstration  took  place  without 
incident. 


What  a  dump.  Staff  of  Boston's  GCN 
faced  this  mess  after  the  latest  vandalism. 

Two  days  later  the  offices  of  Boston's 
Gay  Community  News  were  forcibly 
entered  and  ransacked  for  the  fifth  time 
in  the  past  year.  Desks  and  file  cabinets 
were  forced  open  and  their  contents 
dumped  on  the  floor.  The  vandalism 
followed  a  week  of  phone  threats  of 
violence  in  the  wake  of  Bryant's  visit. 
Boston  police  continue  their 
investigation.  D 

NAM  stays  gay 

MILWAUKEE  —The  New  American 
Movement,  a  socialist  and  feminist  or- 
ganization with  chapters  in  over  40  US 
cities,  has  reaffirmed  its  commitment  to 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  NAM  also 
formed  a  task  force  on  gay  /  lesbian  liber- 
ation which  will  give  priority  to  work 
against  the  Briggs  initiative  in  California. 
A  resolution,  passed  at  the  1978  annual 
convention  in  Milwaukee,  said  in  part, 
"In  the  last  eighteen  months,  a  campaign 
has  developed  attacking  gay  rights  and 
gay  people.  This  campaign  has  taken  the 
form  of  efforts  to  repeal  gay  rights 
laws... Other  actions...  include  a  number 
of  anti-gay  Supreme  Court  decisions  as 
well  as  an  increase  in  the  ph\sicaland 
u-rb.il  harassment  ol  gas  people.  This 
campaign  is  part  of  a  broader  right  wing 
attack  on  a  number  of  issues  related  to 
litest  vie  and  Family,  such  as  the  IRA  and 
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BetweenTheLines 


byKenPopert 


Our  collective  right 


Freedom  of  speech.  Freedom  of 
assembly.  Freedom  of  religion.  Freedom 
of  association.  Freedom  of  expression. 
Freedom  of  the  press.  These  are  some  of 
the  more  familiar  entries  in  the  diction- 
ary of  our  traditional  politics. 

It's  worth  noting  that  each  of  these 
freedoms  is  a  freedom  of  the  individual, 
the  isolated  citizen.  It's  always  this  one's 
freedom  of  speech,  that  one's  freedom  of 
religion.  This  fragmentary  observation 
points  toward  a  larger  truth:  our  whole 
political  tradition  is  concerned  with  the 
rights  of  individuals  and  not  at  all  with 
the  rights  of  collectivities. 

This  notable  feature  finds  a  practical 
expression  in  our  laws.  To  libel  a  single 
person  is  to  invite  civil  prosecution;  to 
libel  many  is  to  practice  journalism. 
When  one  person  does  in  another  with , 
say,  a  bomb,  a  long  prison  term  is  the 
likely  outcome;  but  when  an  automobile 
manufacturer  kills  dozens  with  an 


To  libel  a  single  person 
is  to  invite  civil  prosecution; 
to  libel  many 
is  to  practice  journalism. 


exploding  vehicle,  it's  merely  bad  for 
business .  Still  in  step  with  the  politics  of 
the  1 8th  century ,  the  law  holds  that 
society  is  composed  entirely  of 
individuals;  it  knows  no  collectivities. 

But  the  pressing  social  questions  of  the 
20th  century  have  to  do  not  with 
individuals,  but  with  collectivities: 
classes,  races,  nationalities,  sexes  and 
sexualities.  That  is  why,  currently,  our 
politics  —  I  mean  our  real  politics,  not 
the  fictional  politics  of  Liberals  and 
Conservatives  and  Parliament  —  is 
largely  a  matter  of  masses  of  people,  of 
movements:  the  labour  movement,  the 
independence  movement  (in  Quebec),  the 
women's  movement,  the  gay  movement. 

One  of  the  results  of  having  a  political 
tradition  so  at  odds  with  present  realities 
is  that  we  end  up  articulating  the  needs  of 
collectivities  in  the  archaic  language  of 
individual  rights  and  freedoms. 

For  example:  John  Damien'scase,  in 
the  courtroom,  is  being  conducted  as  the 
struggle  of  one  man  to  regain  his  job  on 
the  ground  that  his  sexuality  is  irrelevant 
in  the  evaluation  of  his  abilities.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  legal  fiction.  Actually, 
thousands  of  people  have  been  involved, 
at  least  marginally,  in  the  defence  of  John 
Damien.  Hundreds  of  thousands  will  be 
affected  by  its  outcome.  Whatever  the 
judicial  system  says,  the  Damien  case  is 
really  a  collective  prosecution  of  the  state 
by  gay  people. 

Another  instance  where  a  collective 
concern  is  being  dealt  with  in  the  ill-fitting 
phrases  of  individual  freedom  is  the 
defence  of  The  Body  Politic. 

So  far,  much  of  the  public  stir  against 
the  prosecution  of  the  paper  has  sallied 


forth  under  the  banner  of  freedom  of  the 
press.  According  to  this  reading  of 
events,  the  central  issue  is  the  right  of  the 
publisher  of  The  Body  Politic,  Pink 
Triangle  Press,  to  publish  whatever  it  sees 
fit.  The  corporation 's  freedom  of  the 
press  is  said  to  be  the  principal  concern. 
Yet,  once  it's  put  that  way,  there  lingers 
the  uncomfortable  feeling  that,  some- 
how, the  essence  of  the  situation  has  been 
missed. 

What's  missing  is  any  reference  to  the 
single  most  striking  feature  of  publishing: 
its  highly  social,  collective  character.  And 
what's  also  missing  is  the  readers.  The 
Body  Politic  is  put  together  by  a  few,  but 
read  by  thousands. 

The  essence  of  The  Body  Politic 
defence  is  not  a  struggle  between  state 
and  publisher,  but  a  struggle  between 
state  and  readers. 

The  full  significance  of  this  struggle 
emerges  when  we  stop  to  examine  a 
phrase  which  is  tossed  about  quite  care- 
lessly: "the  gay  community." 

What  is  the  gay  community?  Those 
interlocking  circles  of  acquaintanceship, 
which  are  part  of  gay  life  everywhere, 
cannot  be  said  to  amount  to  a 
community.  That's  because  a  social  net- 
work, however  valuable,  provides  no  per- 
spective on  itself,  possesses  no  specialized 
organs,  no  brain  or  heart,  no  boundaries 
which  create  a  sense  of  self.  Break  a  social 
network  in  two  and  you  have  two  social 
networks .  Break  a  community  in  two  and 
you  have  two  halves  of  a  community. 

Nor  is  the  gay  community  constituted 
by  those  who,  in  the  metropolitan 
centres,  populate  the  commercial  ghetto: 
the  bars,  discotheques  and  baths.  Those 
people  are  the  gay  market .  To  be  sure,  a 
bar,  for  example,  summons  a  collectivity 
into  being  —  it  mobilizes  people  and 
brings  them  together  for  someone's 
profit.  But  it  is  precisely  the  passive 
character  of  it,  this  being  organized,  that 
disqualifies  such  a  group  as  a  community. 
To  equate  the  gay  market  with  the  gay 
community,  an  error  to  which  gay 
businessmen  are  especially  susceptible,  is 
to  accept  and  even  to  glorify  a  basic  con- 
dition of  our  oppression:  being  brought 
together  for  someone  else's  purpose, 
rather  than  coming  together  for  our  own. 

So,  for  me,  a  collectivity  attains  the 
status  of  a  community  only  when  it  is  self- 
organized  for  its  own  purposes  and  has 
specialized  institutions  which  reflect  its 
self-awareness. 

During  the  last  ten  years  or  so,  the  gay 
collectivity  has  been  giving  birth, 
hesitantly,  to  a  gay  community.  The  gay 
movement  is  the  core  of  that  community. 
And  The  Body  Politic,  among  many 
other  institutions  and  organizations,  is 
both  a  means  of  that  birth  and  one  of  its 
products. 

The  Body  Politic  and  its  sister  pub- 
lications, from  Gay  Tide  and  After 
Stonewall  to  the  humblest  newsletter, 
embody  a  cardinal  need  of  this  new 
community:  the  need  to  learn  about  itself 
whileat  the  same  time  reconnoitring  in 
hostile  territory.  The  satisfaction  of  that 
need  is,  if  you  will,  our  collective  right. 

What  is  principally  at  issue  in  the 
prosecution  of  The  Body  Politic  is  not 
freedom  of  the  press.  What  is  paramount 
in  the  case  is  our  collective  right  to  know 
ourselves.  D 


REGIS  FILM 


We  also  distribute  many  of  the  great  film  classics  presented  in  our  public 

screenings.  For  a  copy  of  our  new  catalogue,  send  $5 

(deducted  from  subsequent  rental)  to:  Regis  Film  Programme, 

Box  102,  Station  P,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2J0 

For  information  about  our  Sunday  film  series  at  Innis  Town  Hall  call  536-7382 
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Gl  TVom.^l  Ontario  Registration  no.  1447989 
&  %}       IC1V6I  Catering  to  your  lifestyle  for  over  2  years. 

205  Wellesley  St.  E.  Toronto.  Call  921-1101 

cSan  Juan  KEY 

Newtirk     WEST 


Ft.  Lauderdale 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Wherever. 


Now  reserving  winter  holidays! 


Jewellery 
Factory 

offers  you  fabulous 

jewellery  made  in 

our  own  workshop 

Save  30%  to  50% 

on  Jewellery, 

Diamonds  &  Watches 

427  Queen  Street  West 
(at  Spadina),  Toronto 
Telephone:  368-3753 
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THIS  SHOW  MAY  BE  OFFENSIVE 

TO  HETEROSEXUALS 

A  weekly  hour  of  fun,  satire  and  gaiety  brought  to  you  by 

The  Gay  Offensive  Collective 

On  Rogers  and  Metro  Cable  in  Toronto,  Wednesdays  and  Sundays  at  1 1  pm 

from  September  20.  Catch  it  (while  it  lasts!) 


Flauntinglt! 


by  Michael  Riordon 


IF  YOU  BELIEVE 

organized  religion  is  the  greatest 
enemy  of  gay  liberation, 

we  will  send  you  a  free  copy  of  GALA  Review 
published  by  the  Cay  Atheist  League  of  America 
Write:  GALA,  P.O.Box  14142,  San  Francisco  CA  941 14 


This  Christmas 
come  with  us  to 
ANTIGUA! 

Depart  December  24, 

return  January  1. 

Cost:  Land  portion  —  $217  per 

person,  includes: 

•Eight nights  hotel  accomodation 

•  Hotel  service  charge  and  gov't  tax 

•Transfers  from  airport  to  hotel 

and  return 
•Welcome  drink  on  arrival 

(single  supplement  on  request) 

Airfare  from  Toronto :  $402  cdn 
(Airfare  from  other  North  American 
cities  available  on  request.) 

Call  now  while  space 
is  still  available! 

MERCURY  TOURS 
&TRAVELINC. 

404 King  St  E,  Toronto  M5A  1L4 
(416)364-6117 


A  vulnerable  man 


NECESSARY  ANGEL 

J 

Look            L 

better... 

PRESENTS 

Relax 

and  pamper  yourself 

with  a  facial  treatment, 
or  have  un  wanted  hair 

AGAMEMNON 

1  removed  permanently. 

Part  One  of  Aeschylus'  "The  Oresteia" 

Call 

—  Directed  by  Richard  Rose  — 

your  certified  and 

experienced  elect rologist 

Thursday,  October  5 

forafree,  personalized 

to  Sunday,  October  8 

consultation. 

8:30  p.m. 
The  Dream  Factory 

|l' 

496Queen  Street  East,  Toronto 

Karl  (416)967-0095 

Admission  $4;  Students  $3  Phone  366-2398 

Stephen  Whelan  isn't  his  name.  I'm  not 
about  to  give  anything  away  to  his 
enemies,  and  when  he's  ready  people  will 
know  who  he  is. 

Stephen,  42,  teaches  history  in  a  subur- 
ban high  school.  He's  puzzled,  some- 
times alarmed,  by  the  illiteracy  in  his 
students.  And  their  cruelty.  "They're 
more  cruel  than  we  ever  were.  We  made 
fun  of  our  teachers,  you  know,  we  had 
names  for  some  of  them,  but  nothing 
compared  to  what  these  kids  do. "  Do 
they  have  less  respect  for  authority?  Isn't 
that  a  good  thing?  Does  your  perception 
change,  perhaps,  on  the  receiving  end  of 
cruelty?  "Maybe,  I  don't  know." 

One  afternoon  Stephen  found  indel- 
ibly written  into  one  of  the  blackboard 
erasers  in  his  home-room:  GAY.  "I  was 
surprised  because  I've  been  very,  very 
careful.  I've  lived  for  years  in  appre- 
hension of  being  found  out.  I  was  aware 
of  my  sexuality  as  early  as  my  own  high 
school  years,  but  my  reaction  to  it  was  to 
deny  it,  to  drown  myself  in  work  and  to 
withdraw  from  people.  The  principal 
where  I  went  to  school  had  an  affair  with 
one  of  the  students .  The  boy' s  parents 
found  out.  There  was  a  big  scandal  and 
the  principal  had  to  leave.  You  remember 
things  like  that." 

A  few  weeks  later  Stephen  returned  a 
forgotten  textbook  to  a  student  on  the 
school  bus .  As  he  turned  to  get  off, 
someone  said:  "There  goes  the  fruit!" 
Another  day  he  found  GAY  carefully 
large-lettered  in  ink  on  his  desk,  with  an 
arrow  pointing  to  his  chair.  By  now  he 
had  to  be  getting  nervous.  Only  one  boy 
in  his  class  was  accustomed  to  using  an 
ink  pen.  Stephen  watched  him,  but 
couldn't  detect  any  change  in  his  attitude 
or  behaviour  in  class .  I  f  he  was  the  poison 
pen,  he  was  a  closet  one. 

Stephen  Whelan  is  a  mild  man.  His 
voice  is  mild,  his  manner  discreet,  his 
clothes  nearly  invisible.  His  strongest 
opinions  are  usually  put  as  questions.  On 
bus  duty  in  midwinter  this  man  was  super- 
vising the  loading  of  school  buses  to  take 
the  students  home.  Three  boys  were 
throwing  chunks  of  ice  at  the  bus 
windows.  Stephen  interfered.  One  of  the 
boys,  about  seventeen  and  at  least  a  head 
taller  than  Stephen,  told  him  to  go  screw 
himself,  or  words  to  that  effect.  Stephen 
replied  that  if  he  was  abusive  he  wouldn't 
be  allowed  on  that  bus,  he'd  have  to  wait 
an  hour  for  another.  The  boy  challenged: 
"Try  and  stop  me! "  Stephen  stood  in 
front  of  the  door  and  asked  the  driver  to 
close  it.  The  student  threatened  to  fight 
his  way  through  Stephen  and  the  door . 
Stephen  spun  him  around  and  pinned  his 
arms  by  his  sides.  The  student  began  to 
scream:  "You  bloody  faggot!  He's 
attacking  me! "  Mortified,  in  the  face  of 
30  very  curious  spectators  Stephen  let  go. 
The  boy  ran  into  the  school ,  to  the  prin- 
cipal's  office,  where  he  continued  to 
accuse  "that  faggot"  of  "molesting" 
him. 

After  a  hearing  with  Stephen,  the  boy 
and  his  mother,  the  principal  suspended 
the  boy  for  three  days.  A  month  later  he 
was  expelled  for  stealing  a  school  master 
key,  making  copies  and  distributing  them 
toother  students.  Stephen,  meanwhile, 
hung  in  a  state  of  quiet  terror  that  the 
world  would  fall  about  his  ears.  "The 
principal  is  a  decent  guy.  He  put  his  hand 


on  my  shoulder  once  or  twice,  I  guess  to 
reassure  me.  He'smarried,  by  the  way, 
with  a  couple  of  kids . ' '  Written  on  the 
wall  in  the  boys'  washroom  one  day: 
MACKAY  (the  principal)  IS  GAY. 

"By  the  end  of  the  school  year  I  felt 
pretty  awful.  I  didn't  think  I'd  be  able  to 
go  back  in  September  and  face  them.  But 
if  you  transfer  out  of  your  particular 
board  of  education,  you  know,  you  lose 
all  your  seniority.  I  was  planning  a  year- 
end  trip,  like  I  do  every  year,  taking  about 
20  kids  history-hunting  in  another 
province.  I  thought  for  sure  everyone 
who'd  registered  for  it,  especially  the 
boys  .would  drop  out .  But  no  one  did .  I 
feel  a  little  stronger  now.  I'mgoingback. 
I  don't  know  what  will  happen.  What 
would  you  suggest  I  do?" 

What  can  you  say  to  another  person's 
life?  Join  with  other  people,  gather 
strength.  We're  always  easier  to  pick  off 
one-by-one.  Fight  for  sexual  orientation 
in  human  rights  codes.  But  don't  trust 
your  legislators  farther  than  you  might 
want  to  throw  them .  Fight  for  j  ob 
protection  in  your  teachers'  association 
contract  negotiations.  Fight  for  decent 
sex  education:  at  Stephen's  school,  after 


a  brief  ramble  through  "Lifestyles" 
which  didn't  include  ours,  they're  revert- 
ing gradually  to '  'Humanities"  which  is 
turning  out  to  mean  comparative 
religion !  You  can  guess  which  one  comes 
out  on  top  in  the '  'comparison. ' '  Fight. 
That's  all  you  can  do. 

It  comes  down  to  this,  doesn't  it:  you, 
standing  alone  and  vulnerable  in  front  of 
25-40  energetic  young  people  groping 
their  way,  if  you'U  pardon  the  expression, 
through  puberty  into  the  fearful  and 
messy  responsibilities  of  "adulthood' ' 
with  almost  no  sensible  help.  You  can  be 
sure  no  one  in  their  world  is  teaching  them 
to  value  the  splendid  range  of  human 
potential,  least  of  all  the  sexual  and 
sensual  riches  to  be  found  in  it.  Everyone 
they  hear  or  see  preaches  conformity  and 
blindness,  orders  or  beguiles  them  to 
reject  contemptuously  and  violently 
anything  in  themselves  or  in  others  that 
threatens  "our  way  of  life,"  an  orderly 
backward  march  of  obedient  worker- 
consumer  ants.  The  people  who 
command  the  march  have  as  much  to  lose 
as  we  have  to  gain  from  our  freedom. 
They  will  fight  as  they  have  always 
fought,  dirty.  That's  what  you're  up 
against,  Stephen. 

Fight  for  your  life.  □ 
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It  seemed  as  though  the  massive  red  stone 
building  of  the  Ontario  legislature  had 
turned  its  back  on  Queen's  Park  and  was 
uneasily  looking  down  University 
Avenue  hoping  to  find  the  grey  suited 
crowds  that  usually  inhabit  it.  Those 
crowds  never  came. 

Instead,  on  August  26,  the  lawns  and 
elms  were  festooned  with  the  colour  of 
banners  and  balloons  playing  in  indul- 
gent breezes.  Dozens  of  display  booths 
and  tables  were  spread  across  the  man- 
icured grounds,  exhibiting  the  work  of 
thirty-five  Toronto  gay  organizations. 
Hundreds  of  gay  people  milled  through 
the  park,  talked,  and  sat  on  the  grass 
to  listen  to  musicians  and  poets  perform 
in  voices  ringing  across  the  park.  At  one 
point  a  man  sailed  through  on  a  unicycle, 
smiling. 

There  were  children  too,  some  in  stand- 
ard mommy-daddy-tot  combinations. 
There  were  couples .  But  a  glance  around 
made  one  thing  clear:  on  this  day  of  sun- 
shine, Queen's  Park  belonged  to  gay 
people.  As  one  man  said,  in  a  parody  of 
the  provincial  government's  own  PR 
slogan,  "As  a  gay  person,  there's 
no  where  else  I'  d  rat  her  be . " 

So  with  crowds  numbering  into  the 


It  hadn't  been 
the  greatest  year  for 
Toronto' s  gay  community. 
So  some  people  got 
together  and  decided 
it  was  time  to  throw 
a  party. 


In  celebration  of  ourselves. 
A  look  inside  Liberated  Energy 
by  Robin  Hardy. 

thousands,  Gaydays:  In  Celebration  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  men  snowballed  into  a 
success  which  overwhelmed  the 
expectations  of  organizers.  The  series  of 
cultural  events,  spread  from  Wednesday 
August  23  to  Sunday  August  27,  gathered 
momentum  with  a  triumphant  climax 
Saturday  night  when  over  fourteen 
hundred  gay  men  and  women  came  to 
what  was  billed  as  the  Biggest  Gay  Dance 
in  the  History  of  Toronto.  Over  two 
hundred  had  to  be  turned  away  at  the 
door,  and  crowds  stayed  on  after  liquor 
ran  out  at  midnight . 

It  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
successful  events  ever  organized  by  gay 
people  in  Canada. 

There  are  images  which  encapsulate  the 
memory  of  that  weekend:  at  the  fair  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  a  heterosexual 
couple  tie  a  Body  Politic  balloon  to  the 
wrist  of  their  del  igh  t  ed  three-year  old;  at 
the  dance  Saturday  night,  a  snake  dance 
begins,  the  line  of  people  spontaneously 


growing  longer  and  longer  as  people  join 
at  random,  the  snake  writhing  through 
the  crowd  to  the  feral  beat  of  the  music. 
People  dance  in  circles  or  alone;  a  spirit 
grows  above  and  beyond  simply  the 
Biggest  Gay  Dance  this  town  has  ever 
seen;  a  celebration  of  men  loving  men, 
and  women  loving  women. 

Around  10:30  Saturday  night,  Gordon 
Montador  stood  on  the  stage  overlooking 
the  floor  of  St  Lawrence  Market,  sur- 
veying the  dance .  Tired  and ' '  frazzled ' ' 
from  working  sixty  hours  a  week  for 
months  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
festival,  he  never  did  have  time  to  shave 
and  change  his  clothes  that  evening.  All 
he  remembers  is  a  sea  of  heads  stretching 
below  him .  In  that  moment  he  saw  the 
fruits  of  six  months  of  organizing. 

In  a  similar  moment,  Harvey 
Hamburg,  a  man  whose  blue  eyes  sparkle 
with  enthusiasm,  and  whose  vision  and 
imagination  had  come  up  with '  'The 
Biggest  Gay  Dance  in  the  History  of 
Toronto, ' '  told  people  at  the  door  that 
tickets  were  sold  out,  his  regret  a  sign  of 
his  organization's  own  success. 

Gaydays  had  its  genesis  as  an  idea 
among  three  Toronto  people  last  spring: 
Gordon,  Harvey,  and  Val  Edwards,  an 


..■^** 


*      <* 


V  K 


i 


\y 


.W 


activist  from  the  Lesbian  Organization  of 
Toronto.  In  April,  these  three  called  a 
series  of  meetings  drawing  in  represent- 
atives from  various  Toronto  gay  organ- 
izations to  discuss  a  four  day  festival  for 
Toronto.  Soon  the  nucleus  of  a  new  or- 
ganization formed,  calling  itself 
Liberated  Energy,  with  Gordon,  Harvey 
and  Val  acting  as  central  coordinators, 
and  Naomi  Brooks  joining  in  July. 

Phone  calls  began  going  out  to  gay  or- 
ganizations; announcements  for 
meetings  of  this  "mysterious"  new  group 
Liberated  Energy  began  appearing  on  the 
gay  community  phoneline,  and  word  of 
the  impending  festival  spread  through 
Toronto. 

Val  Edwards  explained  the  origins  of 
Liberated  Energy:  "It  was  designed  to  be 
a  party,  to  give  the  Toronto  gay 
community  something  to  be  happy 
about.  Last  year  wasn't  good  for  us,  with 
the  Jaques  murder  and  trial,  Anita 
Bryant  coming  to  Canada,  and  the  raid 
on  The  Body  Politic.  We  knew  people 
were  out  there.  A  thousand  turned  up  for 
the  anti-Bryant  rally  in  January.  We 
wanted  to  say  to  Toronto,  Canada  and 
North  America  'come  and  see  what 
Toronto  is  about' .  From  a  women's  point 
of  view  we  wanted  to  show  that  the 
Toronto  community  is  a  mixed 
community.  I  wanted  any  half-closeted 
lesbian  wandering  through  Queen's  Park 
to  feel  that  she  had  something  to  come 
out  for. 

' '  Liberated  Energy  drew  out  a  lot  of 
people  who  have  never  been  politically  in- 
volved. It  involved  a  lot  of  women  too.  It 
especially  got  people  to  do  a  lot  of  public 
things,  leafletting,  postering  —  things 
which  can  be  considered  pretty  daring  for 
people  just  coming  out.  It  worked 
because  it  wasn't  advertised  as  a  political 
event,  but  as  a  social  event." 

Quickly,  Liberated  Energy  had  over 
forty  people  on  its  phone  list.  Many  were 
women  brought  in  by  Val  from  LOOT. 
Some  Gordon  Montador  enlisted  from 
among  the  customers  at  Glad  Day  Book- 
store, where  he  worked.  "These  people 
came  out,"  said  Montador,  "because 
Liberated  Energy  was  seen  to  be  doing 
something  with  a  specific  short  term  goal. 
People  were  attracted  to  it  because  it  was 
a  very  active  project.  One  of  the  reasons 
energy  was  there  was  that  the  political 
statements  were  being  made  by  the/act  of 
what  we  were  doing.  We  didn't  get  into 
theory.  Cultural  events  can  have  a 
political  impact  without  having  the  bad 
connotations  many  people  attach  to 
'politics.' " 

Among  the  main  considerations  was 
publicity.  Letters  and  information 
packets  were  sent  all  over  North  America, 
and  Gayday's  bright  blue-and-orange 
posters  soon  found  their  way  onto 
bulletin  boards  at  gay  organizations  and 
businesses  across  the  continent. 
Toronto's  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Dignity  and  other  religious 
groups  notified  their  sister  organizations 
in  other  cities.  In  June  a  Gaydays  banner 
was  carried  in  New  York  City's  huge  gay 
pride  march ;  5000  invitations  were  passed 
into  the  crowds  on  Christopher  Street. 
Toronto  was  postered  and  pamphletted 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  six 
thousand  invitations  went  into  mailboxes 
in  the  downtown  area  of  the  city,  where 
many  gay  people  li  ve .  There  were  also 
press  releases,  and  radio  and  TV  public 
service  announcements  on  stations  which 
would  carry  them. 

With  a  few  exceptions  the  straight  press 
ignored  Gaydays,  although  Liberated 
Energy  did  send  out  press  kits  the  week 
the  festival  was  to  begin.  Said  Hamburg, 
"We  debated  whether  or  not  to  have  a 
press  conference  before  the  fair  but  we 
probably  would  have  gotten  headlines 


like  "Homosexuals  to  Mass  in  Queen's 
Park . "  This  would  have  discouraged  a  lot 
of  closeted  gays  from  coming  out  to  what 
would  be  seen  as  an  exclusively 
homosexual  gathering."  Claire  Hoy,  the 
Toronto  Sun 's  infamous  homophobic 
columnist,  was  among  those  who 
received  a  press  kit.  In  a  Friday  morning 
column  headed  "Fight  This  Perver- 
sion —  Gaydays  are  Sad  Days  for 
Metro,"  Hoy  called  upon  citizens  to 
protest  the  use  of  municipal  facilities  such 
as  Queen's  Park  and  the  5 19,  a  downtown 
community  centre,  by  homosexuals. 

Gordon  Montador  also  pointed  out 
that  a  column  written  on  Gaydays  by 
Joanne  Kates  for  the  Globe  and  Mail's 
Wednesday  edition  was  pulled  by  editors 
just  before  the  paper  went  to  press. 

But  the  lack  of  attention  from  the 
straight  press  proved  to  be  no  setback  for 
the  celebration.  Gaydays  began  with  two 
appetizers.  The  gay  film  Word  Is  Out 
opened  at  a  downtown  theatre  on 
Monday,  August  21 ,  giving  Gaydays 
some  extra  publicity  in  the  reviews  of 
straight  critics.  On  Wednesday  night, 
about  1 20  people  showed  up  to  hear 
David  Thorstad,  a  gay  historian  and 
activist  from  New  York.  It  was  the  only 
overtly  political  event  on  the  week-long 
schedule. 

Thursday  night  was  the  Gala  Opening, 
featuring  lesbian  folksinger  Ferron  and 
Sheila  Gostick,  a  comedian,  JohnRechy, 
author  of  The  Sexual  Outlaw  and  George 
Hislop,  a  gay  organizer  for  over  twenty 
years,  who  reminisced  on  gay  Toronto  in 


Left:  Libby  Hopkins  interprets  for  the  deaf 
at  the  talk  given  by  David  Thorstad. 
This  service  was  provided  at  a  number  of 
Gaydays  events. 

Right:  Harvey  Hamburg  in  paradise. 
Harvey  was  among  the  prime  movers  of 
Liberated  Energy. 


days  of  yore.  About  250  people  attended, 
disappointing  organizers  but  indicating 
a  moderate  success . 

On  Friday,  a  panel  discussion  on  sado- 
masochism attracted  a  surprise  crowd  of 
over  a  hundred  people  at  the  519.  With 
John  Lee,  prominent  gay  sociologist  and 
author  of  the  recent  Getting  Sex  in 
favour,  and  John  Rechy  arguing  against, 
the  audience  became  totally  drawn  into 
the  discussion,  which  made  for  lively  — 
and  at  times  passionate  —  debate. 

Friday  night  events  were  split  in  two.  A 
woman's  concert,  at  which  men  were  wel- 
come, featured  the  popular  American 
women's  band  Izquierda,  and  well- 
known  Toronto  performer  April 
Kassirer.  Meanwhile,  backatthe519, 
"anti-normal",  organizers  of  a  rock  'n 
roll  dance  featuring  the  artrock  band 
Drastic  Measures,  coped  with  police  and 
noise  complaints  as  a  crowd  of  five  hun- 
dred, many  never  before  seen  at  a  gay 
community  function,  shook  up  the 
neighbourhood. 

It  was  only  at  the  Fair  on  Saturday 
afternoon  that  organizers  began  to  have 
intimations  of  how  successful  Gaydays 
would  be.  Dozens  of  Toronto  gay  organi- 
zations set  up  informative  booths  and  dis- 
plays while  poets  and  singers  performed 
from  a  bandstand.  Clowns  and  peanut 

Below:  Lesbian  folksinger  Ferron  travelled 
in  from  Vancouver  to  perform  at  Gaydays 
Opening  Night. 
Right:  A  lampost  in  Queen's  Park  celebrates. 


vendors  wandered  through  the  crowd 
which  began  pouring  in  by  mid- 
afternoon.  Gays  who  came  for  a  brief 
look,  and  heterosexuals  who  stumbled 
into  the  park  with  their  tourist  relatives, 
wandered  among  the  displays  or  sat  for  a 
few  hours  on  the  grass  to  meet  friends  and 
listen  to  music.  Over  four  thousand 
people  passed  through  Queen's  Park  on 
that  afternoon  in  an  atmosphere  of  merri- 
ment which  held  reflections  of  a  more 
perfect  world. 

For  the  organizers  it  was  the  beginning 
of  the  payoff,  and  the  end  of  their  worst 
fears  of  producing  a  mawkish  failure. 
One  member  of  Liberated  Energy  told 
me,  "By  noon  only  fifteen  of  the  forty 
Toronto  gay  organizations  had  shown 
up.  I  left  and  never  went  back  because  I 
couldn't  bear  watching  the  idea  fall 
through.  As  it  turned  out,  thirty-five 
organizations  put  up  displays  and  I 
missed  a  spectacular  success." 
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On  Sunday,  members  of  Liberated  Energy 
and  their  friends  found  time  to  relax  on  the 
beach  at  Hanlan's  Point.  Above:  Eric 
Johnson,  Jan  Grigier  and  Harvey  Hamburg. 
Above  right:  Jane  Cassie  (flute)  and  Mariana 
Val  verde  (guitar). 

Right:  Bill  Lewis  of  TBP\  news  staff  gets 
picked  up  by  the  camera. 


"  I  wanted  any  half- 
closeted  lesbian 
wandering  around 
Queen's  Park  to  feel 
that  she  had  something 
to  come  out  for." 


One  lesbian  who  came  to  set  up  a  booth  in 
the  morning  planned  to  leave  because  she 
felt  it  was  too  public  a  place  for  her  to  be 
seen  in.  She  .stayed  all  day. 

Val  Edwards  attributes  much  of  the 
Fair's  success  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
devoid  of  apparent  political  content.  No 
rallies,  speeches  or  marches.  Yet  it  was 
the  political  struggle  of  gays  which  the 


Right:  Pat  Hughes  and  Charlene  Sheard  of 
Liberated  Energy 

Below:  Children  had  a  gas  with  hundreds 
of  helium-filled  balloons. 


.  booths  and  displays  publicized  in  a  casual 
and  festive  manner.  Harvey  Hamburg 
echoes  this,  adding,  "I  think  the  absence 
ofhucksterism  —  it's  illegal  to  sell  in  the 
park  —  made  for  a  success." 

By  two  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon,  all 
the  printed  tickets  available  at  the  fair  for 
the  dance  that  evening  had  been  sold  and 
organizers  became  aware  they  were 
headed  for  a  spectacular  success. 

Last  January,  St  Lawrence  market  had 


been  the  scene  of  the  anti-Bryant  rally.  A 
thousand  people  had  come  to  protest  on  a 
cold  winter  night,  inspiring  Gord 
Montador  to  wonder,  "What  kind  of  a 
turn-out  could  we  get  here  for  a  party  on  a 
hot  summer  evening  in  June?  "  On  the  hot 
evening  of  August  26,  the  line-up  began 
at  9:00,  and  the  market  was  filled  to 
capacity  an  hour  later.  Organizers  soon 
had  to  turn  people  away.  Said  Val 
Edwards,  "It  became  something  more 
than  j  ust  a  dance .  People  went  to  see  how 
many  people  would  be  there.  If  it  was 
going  to  be  the  Biggest  Gay  Dance  in  the 
History  of  Toronto,  people  wanted  to  be 
partofit." 

With  music  pumped  through  $22,000 
worth  of  sound  equipment  supplied  by  a 
member  of  the  gay  community,  the  crowd 
boogied  until  1 :00  AM,  long  after  the 
liquor  had  run  out .  At  midnight  the  draw 
on  a  raffle  for  two  return  tickets  to  San 
Francisco  took  place.  The  winner  was  a 
man  from  Detroit,  Michigan,  highlight- 
ing the  presence  of  gay  men  and  women 
attending  from  across  North  America 
and  Europe. 

One  man  from  a  small  Ontario  town 
was  overwhelmed  at  seeing  a  crowd  of 
gay  people  larger  than  the  population  of 
his  town .  Too  moved  even  to  dance,  his 
eyes  filled  with  tears. 

For  Sunday,  organizers  had  planned  an 
all-day  picnic  on  Hanlan's  point  on 
Toronto  Island.  The  overcast  skies  did 
nothing  to  discourage  a  crowd  of  over 


five  hundred  who  poured  onto  the  beach. 
Twenty-five  watermelons  were  consumed 
in  ten  minutes,  and  the  lesbian  softball 
team  won  by  default  when  the  gay  men's 
softball  league  failed  to  show  up. 

But  the  day  at  the  beach  was  marred 
when  one  woman  was  charged  with 
public  nudity  after  taking  off  her  shirt. 
For  Gord  Montador,  the  big  disappoint- 
ment of  the  day  was  that  everyone  did  not 
disrobe  to  protest  the  woman's  arrest. 

One  aspect  of  Gaydays  was  the  sight  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  working  and  play- 
ing together.  One  woman  said,  "A  lot  of 
lesbians  were  buzzed  by  seeing  women  do 
traditionally  male  work  at  the  dance,  and 
the  men  doing  traditionally  female  work . 
Women  handled  the  sound  equipment 
while  men  served  food . "  "  For  me 
personally  it  was  the  highlight  of  organiz- 
ing Gaydays  —  the  intimate  working 
relationship  with  women,"  says  Harvey 
Hamburg.  "It'sthe  first  time  I've  done 
this  since  I  came  out  and  I  found  it  very 
rewarding." 

Val  Edwards  commented  that  "The 
women's  participation  is  perhaps  the 
most  significant  aspect  of  Liberated 
Energy.  Women  provided  90%  of  the 
entertainment.  And  Sappho  Sound,  who 
were  hired  to  handle  all  the  sound  equip- 
ment during  the  festival,  really  made 
Gaydays  work  because  they  were  always 
available  for  consultation.  Men  were  also 
very  conscious  of  trying  not  to  be  sexist, 
and  women  were  conscious  of  not 
jumping  on  them. " 

Friday  night's  Women's  Concert  was 
the  first  to  which  men  were  invited.  Said 
Val,  "Women  have  a  very  vibrant 
culture,  and  it'stime  we  let  men  see  that.  I 
was  disappointed  that  so  few  men 
actually  came,  but  many  didn't  know 
they  were  really  welcome. " 

"Will  this  happen  again  next  year? ' ' 
was  a  question  asked  frequently  of  the 
organizers  in  the  days  following  the 
Festival.  The  question  has  been  a  contro- 
versial one.  Gordon  Montador 
explained : ' '  We  did  n '  t  want  to  create  an 
institution,  we  just  wanted  to  have  a  fes- 
tival. But  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we 
seem  to  have  created  an  institution. ' '  The 
consensus  is  that  the  dance  and  fair  will 
happen  again,  and  that  Liberated  Energy 
is  still  out  there  in  the  gay  community 
ready  to  be  mobilized  .Next  year  will  be 
easier  though .  Said  Val,  "This  year  it  was 
months  and  months  of  work  on  a  gamble. 
Now  people  know  what  the  results  can 
be." 

The  results.  Political  aspirations  imply 
goals  and  content .  We  aspire  to  lead  our 
lives  with  dignity  in  the  nexus  of  our 
culture  and  our  community.  Gaydays,  in 
the  words  of  Harvey  Hamburg,  made 
"our  community's  mental  health  much 
better  t  han  a  year  ago . " 

Gordon  Montador  spoke  of  the 
political  ramifications  of  Gaydays:  "If 
Gaydays  will  help  to  encourage  the 
exploration  of  gay  culture  on  a  positive 
basis  it  could  change  the  direction  of  the 
movement .  More  people  can  be  drawn 
into  the  movement  because  more  people 
can  be  attracted  by  cultural  involvement 
than  by  straightforward  political  causes. 
Gaydays  recharged  some  jaded 
batteries." 

At  the  end  of  the  Fair  Saturday  after- 
noon, a  hundred  smiling  laughing  people 
gathered  around  the  equestrian  statue  of 
Edward  VII  for  a  TBP  photograph.  At 
five  o'clock  as  the  banners  came  dow  n 
and  the  balloons  were  loaded  into  vans  to 
betaken  to  the  dance,  the  bronze  king 
was  left  to  command  his  green  domain,  a 
giant  pink  triangle  with  ihc  words  "Out 
of  theOoscts"  hanging  around  his 
horse's  neck. 

And  evening  came,  and  Queen's  Park 
returned  to  darkness 
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Gay  people  face  the  greatest  crisis  and 
threat  since  the  emergence  of  the  modern 
movement  in  1969. 

Forces  of  the  extreme  political  right, 
acting  outside  the  two  dominant  political 
parties  in  the  United  States,  have  placed  a 
referendum  on  the  November  ballot  in 
California  which  would  legalize 
discrimination  against  homosexuals.  Its 
passage  would  set  up  a  legal  mechanism 
for  a  state- wide  witch  hunt  aimed  at  the 
removal  of  homosexual  teachers  from 
employment  in  the  state  public  school 
system. 

The  measure  is  known  as  Proposition  6, 
or  the  Briggs  Initiative,  after  its  author, 
state  Senator  John  Briggs  of  Orange 
County.  It  goes  far  beyond  the  attacks  on 
gay  rights  successfully  carried  out  in 
Miami,  Wichita,  St  Paul  and  Eugene. 
Those  were  efforts  to  repeal  legal 
provisions  adding  protection  for  gays  to 
human  rights  laws.  Those  "gay  protec- 
tion" statutes  had  all  entered  the  books  in 
the  last  five  years,  and  their  repeal  simply 
put  gay  people  back  where  they'd  always 
been  —  open  to  discriminatory  prac- 
tices, without  appeal  to  law  should 
discrimination  occur. 

The  Briggs  Initiative  would  take  the  of- 
fensive a  step  further.  It  would  make  dis- 
crimination against  homosexuals  man- 
datory. It  provides  a  mechanism  for 
bringing  charges  against  a  teacher  or 


THE  BATTLE  FOR 

CALIFORNIA 

The  man  on  the  right  is  Senator  John  Briggs,  andhewant^to 
put  morality  back  in  style."  His  first  target:  gay  teachers.  What 
happens  in  California  in  the  next  six  weeks  could  make  Miami 
look  like  a  very  minor  skirmish.  An  article  by  Michael  Merrill. 


other  school  employee,  for  offenses 
which  are  vaguely  worded:  "advocating, 
solicit  i  ng ,  encouraging,  promoting. . . 
private  or  public  homosexual  conduct," 
and  allows  dismissal  of  a  school  employee 
if  such  "advocating' '  etc  is  done  in  such  a 
way  that  it  is  "likely  to  come  to  the  atten- 
tion of  school  children  and  /  or  other 
employees . "  I  f  a  school  teacher  standing 
in  line  at  the  supermarket  were  to  voice 
the  opinion  that  homosexuality  was  all 
right  —  or  even  morally  neutral  —  and 
was  overheard  by  "another  employee, ' ' 
he  or  she  could  be  brought  up  before  the 
school  board  on  charges,  and 
fired. 

The  opinion  of  legal  and  civil  liber- 
tarian commentators  has  been  that  the 
bill  is  blatantly  unconstitutional.  The  Los 
Angeles  Times  stated  in  an  editorial,  "A 
school  board  employee  who  spoke  out  for 
fair  treatment  of  homosexuals  could  be 
fired. . .  Expressions  of  personal  beliefs  in 
the  course  of  private  life  would  be  enough 
to  warrant  dismissal . ' '  On  August  2 1 , 
1978,  in  another  editorial,  the  Times 
charged  that  Proposition  6  was  "so 
vaguely  worded  that  it  would  subject 
teachers  to  sweeping  allegations  on  base- 
less charges;  it  would  dignify  rumour  and 
innuendo. .  .and  place  these  weapons  in 
any  child '  s  hands , ' '  and  characterized  the 
measure  as '  'vicious  and  mean-spirited . ' ' 
But  all  court  challenges  to  the  measure 


have  been  turned  aside,  and  it  will  now  be 
on  the  ballot.  Any  challenge  to  its  con- 
stitutionality would  have  to  come  after  its 
enactment  and  after  the  entire  firing 
mechanism  had  been  used  on  a  teacher:  in 
other  words,  after  the  first  careers  are 
destroyed. 

The  immediate  danger  posed  by  the  in- 
itiative does  not  lie  in  the  measure's 
formal  legal  intent.  The  immediate  threat 
lies  in  its  aim  to  unleash  and  mobilize 
social  hatred  against  gays  as  a  group  in 
society,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  pol- 
itical power  base.  Briggs  and  his  political 
theorists  believe  they  can  do  this  by  mani- 
pulating the  media,  and  his  organization 
appears  to  have  the  money  to  do  it  (the 
group  raised  $85,000  to  get  the  initiative 
on  the  ballot,  and  is  reportedly  planning 
to  spend  $  1  million  on  the  campaign  to  get 
it  passed).  Media  manipulation  —  and 
complicity  —  worked  well  in  Miami,  and 
the  Briggs  forces  appear  poised  to  use  the 
same  inflammatory  tactics.  He  has  sent 
out  apicture  from  the  Los  Angeles  Times, 
along  with  a  letter  suggesting  that  the  re- 
cipients "take  a  good  look  at  the  man  in 
the  photo  who  is  wearing  an  earring  and 
fingernail  polish.  Ask  yourself  the 
question,  'Is  this  the  kind  of  man  I  want 
teaching  my  children?' "  There  has  also 
been  a  leak  from  his  media  campaign 
offices  suggesting  that  his  TV  ads  may 
feature  still  photographs  of  young  boys 


killed  by  Dean  Allen  Corll  in  Houston, 
and  of  the  victims  of  the  "trash  bag  mur- 
ders" in  California. 

Given  the  rising  tide  of  anti-gay 
violence,  it  is  feared  these  tactics  may 
provoke  gang  attacks  against  gay 
gathering  places,  even  if  the  initiative  fails 
to  become  law.  And  it  is  almost  certain 
that  already  isolated  gay  people  will  face 
the  prospect  of  even  greater  social 
isolation. 

The  political  climate  has  been  made 
more  volatile  in  recent  weeks  by  events 
not  related  to  Briggs.  The  event  freshest  in 
the  memories  of  Californians,  and  one 
which  has  had  a  dramatic  effect  outside 
the  state,  was  an  initiative  measure  on  the 
June  primary  ballot.  The  Jarvis-Gann 
Initiative ,  or  Proposition  1 3 ,  was  a  mea- 
sure to  cut  property  taxes  in  the  state  by 
57% .  Placed  on  the  ballot  by  Howard 
Jarvis,  then  a  completely  obscure  repres- 
entative of  real  estate  interests,  the  bill 
appealed  to  the  anger  of  homeowners 
over  high  taxes.  A  coalition  of  liberals, 
labour  leaders  and  women's  and  minority 
groups  opposed  the  initiative.  Led  by 
State  Governor  Edmund  G  Brown,  Jr, 
the  "NO  ON  13"  campaign  pointed  out 
that  the  law  amounted  to  a  direct  cash 


Michael  Merrill  is  a  former  member  of  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  in  Vancouver. 
TBP's  San  Francisco  correspondent,  he  is  an 
active  member  ofBA  CA  BI. 
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PROPOSITION  6 


Getting  the  names: 
dirty  tricks  and  the 
Crosby  connection 


SECTION  1.  Section  44837.5  is  added  to  the 
Education  Code,  to  read: 

One  of  the  most  fundamental  interests  of 
the  State  is  the  establishment  and  the  preser- 
vation of  the  family  unit .  Consistent  with  this 
interest  is  the  state's  duty  to  protect  its 
impressionable  youth  from  influences  which 
are  antithetical  to  this  vital  interest.  This  duty 
is  particularly  compelling  when  the  state 
undertakes  to  educate  its  youth. . . 

A  schoolteacher,  teacher's  aide,  school  ad- 
ministrator or  counselor  has  a  professional 
duty  directed  exclusively  towards  the  moral  as 
well  as  intellectual,  social  and  civic  develop- 
ment of  young  and  impressionable  students. 

Asa  result  of  continued  close  and  prolonged 
contact  with  schoolchildren,  a  teacher, 
teacher's  aide,  school  administrator  or  coun- 
selor becomes  a  role  model  whose  words, 
behavior  and  actions  are  likely  to  be  emulated 
by  students  coming  under  his  or  her  care, 
instruction,  supervision,  administration, 
guidance  and  protection. 

For  these  reasons  the  state  finds  a  com- 
pelling interest  in  refusing  to  employ  and  in 
terminating  the  employment  of  aschool- 
teacher,  a  teacher's  aide,  a  school  adminis- 
trator or  counselor. . .  who  engages  in  public 
homosexual  activity  and  /  or  public 
homosexual  conduct  likely  to  come  to  the 
attention  of  schoolchildren  or  other  school 
employees. 

This  proscription  is  essential  since  such 
activity  and  conduct  undermines  the  state's 
interest  in  preserving  and  perpetuating  the 


"Is  this  the  kind  of  man  you  want  teaching  your  children? ' '  Briggs  (right)  asked  voters  that  question  when  he  sent  out  a  mailing 
which  included  this  picture.  His  campaign  promises  to  rely  heavily  on  insinuations  that  gay  people  are  a  danger  to  children. 


conjugal  family  unit. 

"Public  homosexual  conduct"  means  the 
advocating,  soliciting,  imposing,  encouraging 
or  promoting  of  private  or  public  homosexual 
activity  directed  at  or  likely  to  come  to  the 
attention  of  schoolchildren  and  /  or  other 
employees. 

That  item  made  it  onto  the  November  7 
ballot  because  Briggs  and  his  supporters 
were  successful  in  obtaining  over  half  a 
million  signatures  in  support  of  it  —  and 
that  was  nearly  200,000  more  than  the 
minimum  required  by  law. 

That's  a  lot  of  people  opposed  to  gay 
rights.  Recent  revelations,  however,  in- 
dicate that  some  pretty  dirty  politics  have 
gone  into  the  gathering  of  those  names, 
and  that  some  of  the  individuals  listed  as 
supporters  of  the  Briggs  Initiative  were  in 
fact  opposed  to  it. 

A  man  called  William  Crosby  was 


recently  sentenced  to  sixty  days  in  jail  and 
three  years  probation  after  pleading 
guilty  to  charges  that  he  had  hired  people 
to  falsify  initiative  petitions.  He  admitted 
that  he  had  paid  citizens  to  illegally  copy 
the  names  of  registered  voters  onto  Briggs 
petitions  "using  a  variety  of  handwriting 
styles." 

One  of  the  individuals  hired  quit  her 
job  and  reported  the  scheme  to  gay 
activists  in  Los  Angeles.  Morris  Kight, 
one  of  the  gay  people  who  initiated  the 
action  against  Crosby,  speculated  that 
the  latter  had  pleaded  guilty  in  order  to 
avoid  having  to  answer  questions  about 
his  relationship  to  Senator  Briggs. 

Getting  false  names  onto  the  petitions 
isn't  the  only  "dirty  trick"  which  helped 
fill  out  that  list  of  over  500,000 
supporters.  According  to  Kight,  many 


petitioners  misrepresented  what  the  in- 
itiative is.  One  of  them,  in  a  queue  outside 
a  museum,  was  overheard  saying,  "Sign 
here  and  save  your  children  from  the 
homosexuals." 

One  reason  for  believing  that  Briggs 
forces  may  have  swelled  the  lists  is  the 
result  of  a  poll  held  in  February  by  anti- 
Briggs  forces.  Of  900  Californians  polled, 
50%  were  opposed  to  the  initiative  and 
only  40%  were  in  favour  —  before 
hearing  the  arguments  on  each  side. 

Unfortunately  for  the  gay  groups,  that 
40%  jumped  to  46%  afterboth  sides  had 
presented  their  arguments,  while  the  50% 
opposed  remained  the  same.  It  appears 
that  undecided  California  voters  are 
likely  to  be  won  over  by  Briggs  —  and 
nothing  so  far  indicates  he's  going  to  play 
fair  to  get  them.  □ 


grant  from  the  state  to  corporations, 
including  the  giant  multinationals  head- 
quartered in  Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  governor  campaigned  up  and 
down  the  state  against  Proposition  13, 
and  for  his  alternative  measure, 
Proposition  8.  The  press  portrayed  the 
outcome  as  decisive  for  Brown's  future 
political  career  and  presidential 
ambitions. 

The  electorate,  however,  chose  Prop- 
osition 1 3  as  the  occasion  to  register  their 
disgust  with  the  cost  of  living,  and  the 
pressure  that  property  taxes  place  on 
mortgage  bills.  The  financial  arguments 
against  it  proved  difficult  toget  across. 
As  momentum  for  the  measure  picked  up 
in  the  days  before  the  election,  the  gover- 
nor's appearances  decreased  in 
frequency.  Hours  after  the  polls  closed, 
with  the  2- 1  passage  of  Proposition  13, 
the  governor  took  to  the  air  waves  and 
welcomed  the  outcome  as  additional  con- 
firmation that  the  public  had  embraced 
his  "small-is-beautiful"  philosophy. 
Two  weeks  later  a  poll  revealed  that  56% 
of  the  population  believed  that  Brown 
had  advocated  Proposition  1 3  from  the 
beginning.  Days  later,  photos  of  Jarvis 
and  the  governor  together  appeared,  and 
the  press  speculated  that  Jarvis  might 
endorse  Brown  against  his  Republican 
opponent  in  November.  In  a  finishing 


touch,  the  governor  suggested  that  he  had 
been  the  original  inspirer  of  Proposition 
13  as  he  had  suggested  the  idea  to  Jarvis 
ten  years  ago.  Columnists  in  the  mass 
circulation  dailies  wrote  admiringly  of 
Brown's  political  expertise  and  ability  to 
■  'change  public  perceptions , ' '  and  said 
that  his  presidential  chances  were  now 
improved. 

Observers  wonder  whether  Brown  may 
do  the  same  about-face  on  this  issue.  To 
date  he  has  come  out  against  the  initiative 
as  unnecessary  and  repressive,  and  damn- 
ed it  at  the  convention  of  the  California 
Democratic  Council  in  March  —  but 
only  after  gay  Democrats  had  threatened 
to  withdraw  their  support. 

It  is  into  this  confused  political  at- 
mosphere that  Briggs  seeks  to  inject  the 
"issue' '  of  the  molestation  of  school  chil- 
dren in  classrooms  by  their  homosexual 
teachers.  In  the  wake  of  Proposition  13, 
the  candidates  running  for  of  fice  in  the 
November  election  are  stumbling  over 
one  another  in  a  scramble  to  present 
themselves  as  the  interpreters  of  the  pop- 
ular will.  Few  are  truly  prepared  to  face 
the  issue  of  civil  rights  for  gays  —  an 
issue  posed  point-blank  by  Proposition  6. 
As  an  example  of  the  Proposition  1 3- 
dominated  theme  of  the  campaign, 
Governor  Brown,  the  Democratic 
candidate,  has  charged  that  his  oppon- 


ent, Republican  Attorney-General  Evelle 
Younger,  has  installed  a  shower  in  his 
Sacramento  office  at  taxpayer  expense. 
He  further  charges  that  in  the  days  after 
the  passage  of  Proposition  13,  Younger 
lay  on  a  beach  in  Hawaii  while  he,  Brown, 
struggled  in  Sacramento  to  "make 
Proposition  13  work."  Meanwhile,  John 
Briggs  was  asked  by  reporters  what  he 
meant  by  remarks  that  Brown  was  not  a 
"family  man,"  and  whether  he  was  charg- 
ing that  Brown  was  homosexual.  Briggs 
let  Brown  off  the  hook:  "Jerry  may  be 
accused  of  having  some  effeminate 
qualities,  but  that  isn't  one  of  them. ' ' 
Some  readers  were  reminded  of  the 
famous  statement  by  1972  Republican 
presidential  candidate  Richard  Nixon: ' '  I 
have  instructed  my  staff  that  Senator 
Eagleton's  history  of  mental  illness  will 
not  be  an  issue  in  the  campaign. ' '  In  any 
case,  the  psychology  of  a  witch  hunt  was 
already  in  the  making. 

As  the  Briggs  time  bomb  ticks,  the  gay 
movement,  in  concert  with  teachers' 
organizations  and  others  threatened  by 
the  measure,  have  put  together  the 
beginnings  of  a  campaign  against  the 
Briggs  Initiative.  The  tactic  of  the  move- 
ment to  date  has  been  to  organize  gay 
people,  and  to  unite  with  other  groups 
threatened  by  the  law.  The  result  has  been 
that  the  gay  rights  movement  in  Cali- 


fornia has  taken  maj  or  steps  toward 
working  political  alliances  with  civil 
libertarian  groups,  women's  groups,  and 
its  most  powerful  potential  ally  —  the 
trade  union  movement. 

A  basis  for  an  alliance  between  the  gay 
movement  and  other  groups  can  be  seen 
in  what  the  Briggs  Initiative  would  do  if 
passed  into  law.  Under  the  proposed  law, 
any  person,  student  or  parent,  could 
draw  up  written  charges  and  submit  them 
to  the  school  board ,  charging  a  teacher 
with  being  a  homosexual  or  with  advocat- 
ing civil  rights  for  homosexuals.  Merely 
making  the  accusation  would  set  into 
motion  the  mechanism  of  Proposition  6. 

Once  the  charges  are  submitted  the 
school  board  would  be  compelled  by  law 
to  schedule  a  "hearing"  to  which  wit- 
nesses could  be  called  concerning  the 
"charges"  and  where  "evidence"  could 
be  produced.  The  elected  school  board's 
own  judgement  as  to  whether  the  charges 
had  merit,  or  whether  the  accusers  were 
acting  in  good  faith,  would  be  irrelevant. 
Proposition  6  says  that  upon  the  receipt 
of  any  such  "charges"  the  board  must 
schedule  a  "hearing,"  "notwithstanding 
any  other  provision  of  the  law  regarding 
dismissal  procedures. " 

The  last  portion  substitutes  the  judge- 
ment of  any  enraged  or  disgruntled  stu- 
dent or  parent  for  that  of  the  school  board. 
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This  is  serious  because  in  the  tense,  witch- 
hunt atmosphere  which  would  quickly 
surround  the  first  such  incident,  merely 
to  have  been  accused  and  subjected  to  the 
Proposition  6  "procedure* '  might  easily 
destroy  a  teacher's  career,  regardless  of 
that  teacher's  sexual  orientation.  This 
provision  of  the  law  is  designed  to  permit 
vigilante-minded  individuals  and  groups 
to  transform  the  school  boards  of  the 
state  into  forums  for  staged  media  events. 
Briggs  has  already  singled  out  a  teacher 
and  used  staged  and  theatrical  events  to 
try  to  destroy  that  teacher  even  before 
passage  of  the  initiative  (see  box  next  page). 
If  the  law  passed,  such  attempted  media 
lynchings  could  become  widespread. 
Another  result  of  the  provision  for 
mandatory  hearings  would  be  its  effect 
on  teachers'  collective  bargaining 
rights.  It  would  suspend  the  regular  dis- 
missal procedures  established  by  law  and 
by  the  union's  collective  bargaining 
agreement.  It  would  substitute  another 
"procedure,"  offering  no  protection  to 
the  teacher  and  designed  strictly  around  a 
strategy  of  exploiting  widespread  fears 
and  prejudices  concerning  homo- 
sexuality. If  passed,  the  law  would 
set  a  precedent  for  a  state's  unilaterally 
legislating  away  a  protection  won  by 
employees  in  a  collective  bargaining 
agreement.  What  the  state  in  its  role  as  an 


employer  granted  through  the  collective 
bargaining  process,  it  would  summarily 
and  unilaterally  take  back  through  legis- 
lative fiat.  Upholding  such  a  principle 
would  make  a  mockery  of  the  concept  of 
collective  bargaining  in  the  public  sector. 

The  187,000  member  California 
Teachers'  Association  has  opposed  the 
Initiative  on  these  grounds.  Another 
result  of  the  law  would  be  to  deny 
teachers  access  to  the  state's  Office  of 
Administrative  Hearings.  This  is  an 
agency  of  the  state  to  which  state 
employees,  including  public  school 
teachers,  may  appeal  in  professional 
personnel  matters.  It  is  a  protection  in- 
tended to  insure  that  professional  em- 
ployees are  judged  on  the  basis  of  their 
competence.  In  dismissals  based  on  the 
Briggs  law,  teachers  would  lose  their  right 
of  appeal  to  this  body  —  a  forum  where 
they  might  be  able  to  defend  their  pro- 
fessional reputations  as  competent 
teachers.  The  sole  appeal  a  teacher  would 
have  from  a  Briggs  proceeding  would  be 
to  the  court  system . 

Theeffect,  both  formally  and  in 
practice,  would  be  to  put  teachers  under 
the  direct  tutelage  of  the  state  in  matters 
of  human  sexuality.  At  a  time  when  sex- 
uality and  questions  of  alternate  lifestyles 
are  becoming  more  of  an  issue,  the 
teachers  of  the  state  would  be 


Organizers  from  the  Bay  Area  Committee  Against 
the  Briggs  Initiative  helped  turn  this  year's  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Parade  in  San  Francisco 
into  a  massive  protest  against  a  law 
which  would  make  discrimination 
against  gay  people  mandatory.  Above, 
marchers  surge  behind  the  BACABI 
banner. 

This  year,  the  march  was  led  off 
by  cfsabled  people  (left).  When 
the  504  Coalition,  a  group  of  the  dis- 
abled, occupied  the  fourth  floor  of 
the  Federal  Building  last  year,  a 
number  of  gay  people  joined  them 
and  stayed  with  them  in  the  building 
until  they  won  their  demands. 

David  SicUer  (right),  Nation- 
al Director  of  the  Coors  Boy- 
cott, AFL-CIO,  spoke  at  the 
Gay  Freedom  Rally 
June  25.  He  spoke  of 
the  successful  gay 
boycott  of  Coors  beer 
in  response  to  the  com- 
pany's anti-gay  hiring 
policies. 

Vocal  support  has 
come  from  other 
union  leaders  as  well. 
'  'We  are  committed  to 
defeating  the  Briggs 
Initiative,"  said  Raoul 
Teilhet,  President  of 
the  California  Federa- 
tion of  Teachers. 
"But  if  it  should  pass, 
we  will  fight  it  with 
the  full  resources  of 
the  union,  to  see  it 
is  not  used 
against  a  single 
teacher  in  the 
state  of 
California." 
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Rehearsal 

for  a  witch-hunt: 

The  Berner  battle 


Larry  Berner  is  a  second  grade  teacher  at 
Fitch  Mountain  School  in  Healdsburg, 
California.  He  returned  from  his  vac- 
ation this  August  to  find  that  a  personal 
attack  will  be  directed  against  him  in  the 
voters'  handbook  of  the  state  of  Cal- 
ifornia. Each  side  on  a  ballot  measure  is 
allowed  space  to  present  arguments  for 
and  against,  and  the  pamphlet  is  sent  to 
the  home  of  every  voter  in  the  state. 

Briggs  used  his  space  to  launch  an 
attack  on  Berner,  singling  him  out 
personally. 

"This  quiet  little  town  (Healdsburg)  in 
the  Sonoma  wine  country  has  been 
fighting  unsuccessfully  to  remove  a 
second  grade  teacher  who  has  openly 
admitted  his  homosexuality. . . 

"School  officials  tell  parents  their 


hands  are  tied;  the  existing  law  leaves 
them  powerless  to  deal  with  the  problem . 

"A  small  but  powerful  group  of 
militant  homosexuals  is  determined  to 
impose  its  lifestyle  on  the  majority  of 
decent  citizens." 

Berner  was  singled  out  for  attack 
because  he  wrote  an  article  against  the 
Briggs  Initiative.  Briggs  intends  to  use  the 
mechanism  and  psychology  of  a  witch 
hunt  even  before  the  law  is  actually 
passed.  And  the  first  to  be  harassed  will 
be  those  teachers  who  opposed  passage  of 
the  bill. 

In  fact ,  the  parents  of  the  children  in 
Larry's  classes  support  him.  No  one  has 
found  the  slightest  fault  with  his  teach- 
ing, nor  has  anyone  been  able  to  accuse 
him  of  mentioning  the  subject  of  his 
sexual  orientation  to  students.  The  peace 
and  quiet  of  Healdsburg  was  disturbed 
only  when  Briggs  chose  the  town  as  the 
location  for  a  staged  media  event  for  the 
purpose  of  smearing  a  teacher  and 
kicking  off  his  campaign. 

Briggs  came  to  Healdsburg  August  17, 
ostensibly  to  discuss  strategy  with  sup- 
porters but  actually  to  stage  a  rally  in  the 
home  town  of  his  intended  victim.  But  he 
was  met  by  over  1 30  gay  people  quietly 
demonstrating,  most  of  them  local  res- 
idents active  with  Sonoma  County 
Residents  Against  Proposition  6, 
(SCRAP  6). 

At  the  rally  attended  by  a  majority  of 
Briggs  opponents  and  some  pro-6 


people,  Briggs  was  questioned  by  both 
gays  and  parents.  A  mother  of  a  boy  in 
Berner's  class  praised  Berner  and  said 
that  efforts  to  remove  him,  begun  last 
spring  before  school  was  out,  "were  a 
grave  inj  ustice . "  Briggs  allowed  that 
Berner  might  be  a  good  teacher  but  asked 
if  she  would  want  her  child  to  "go  with 
him  on  a  scout  trip. ' '  After  the  jeers  from 
the  gays  had  subsided,  she  said  she  would. 


THE  ASSAILANT 


Earlier  in  the  year  Briggs  had  staged  a 
media  event  on  the  steps  of  the  San 
Francisco  City  Hall.  Though  he  had  no 
business  to  conduct  there,  he  baited  a 
group  of  gays  for  photographers,  and 
staged  a  melodramatic  "getaway  scene. ' ' 
The  artificial  character  of  the  event  drew 
criticism  from  the  press  —  it  was  clearly  a 
stunt  designed  to  advance  his  faltering 
gubernatorial  campaign.  □ 


The  Briggs  "New  Idea": 
Fire  gay  teachers  and  — 
oh,  yes  —  the  death  penalty. 


John  Briggs  became  a  figure  in  California 
after  his  much-publicised  trip  to  Miami  to 
campaign  with  anti-gay  singer  Anita 
Bryant  against  the  gay  rights  law  in  Dade 
County.  Asked  whether  he  thought 
Bryant  would  reciprocate  and  travel  to 
California,  Briggs  said:  "Anitais 
emotionally  very  exhausted  and  she's 
fearful  to  come  to  California." 

In  fact,  the  Bryant  forces  are  keeping 
their  symbol  out  of  Cali  forma  for 
another  reason  entirely,  according  to 
Paul  Hardman,  Chairman  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's Pride  Foundation.  The  Pride 
Foundation's  suit,  Hillsborough  vs. 
Anita  Bryant,  John  Briggs,  et  al. ,  charges 
Bryant  and  Briggs  with  civil  conspiracy  to 
deprive  a  segment  of  society  of  its  civil 
rights.  The  case  is  in  the  US  District  Court 
in  San  Francisco.  Bryant's  avoidance  of 
California  stems  from  a  desire  to  avoid 
testifying  on  the  witness  stand  concerning 
the  murder  of  Robert  Hillsborough  and 
the  climate  in  which  it  occurred, 
according  to  Hardman.  As  for  "fear"  of 
coming  to  California,  the  Pride  Foundat- 
ion suit  also  charges  that  Anita  Bryant's 
bodyguard  is  supplied  her  courtesy  of  the 
KuKluxKlan. 

Briggs  came  back  to  California  after 
conferring,  not  so  much  with  the  singer 
herself,  as  with  the  ideologues  and  media 
manipulators  who  are  the  brains  of  her 
campaign.  He  circulated  petitions, 
sometimes  running  ads  for  "circulators" 


and  hiring  high  school  students,  to  get 
two  initiatives  on  the  ballot.  One  was 
Proposition  6,  and  the  other  was  an 
initiative  to  extend  the  death  penalty.  The 
latter  is  a  strangely-worded  statute  which 
graphically  describes  the  particulars  of 
certain  crimes.  This  bizarre  measure  is  on 
the  ballot  as  Proposition  7. 

His  two  initiatives  were  intended  to 
provide  him  with  media  coverage  in  his 
candidacy  for  the  Republican 
nomination  for  governor.  But  what  is 
now  Proposition  6  was  misworded  when 
the  petitions  were  circulated,  and  it  was 
ruled  off  the  ballot  for  the  June  election. 
In  that  primary,  Briggs  got  a  rock-bottom 
2°7o  of  the  Republican  vote,  signifying 
that  he  is  virtually  without  influence  in  his 
own  party. 

He  immediately  resumed  his  drive  to 
qualify  his  initiatives  anyway.  He  saw 
that  a  victorious  initiative  can  be  a  spring- 
board to  national  fame,  as  Howard  Jarvis 
(Proposition  1 3)  travelled  around  the 
country  presenting  himself  as  the  leader 
of  a  tax  revolt.  It's  clear  Briggs  sees  him- 
self as  the  leader  of  a  moral  revolution. 
As  his  ad  agency  put  it, '  'The  rest  of  the 
country  looks  to  California  in  everything 
from  hair  styles  to  tax  reform. 

"In  November  our  fellow  Americans 
will  be  watching  us  again,  and  we're  going 
to  offer  them  a  New  Idea.  We're  going  to 
show  them  that  morality  is  back  in 
style.  "□ 


commanded  by  law,  in  effect,  either  to  re- 
main silent  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality , 
or  to  propagate  Briggs'  view  that  it  is  evil 
or  perverse .  If  a  teacher  had  another  opin- 
ion, or  even  took  an  objective  or  scientific 
approach  to  the  question,  she  or  he  would 
be  vulnerable  to  harassment  through  the 
Briggs  law .  Like  the  Tennessee  law  which 
once  commanded  teachers  to  suppress 
genetics  and  the  theories  of  Darwin  in 
favour  of  a  biblical  account  of 
'  'creation, ' '  the  Briggs  Initiative  would 
effectively  prohibit  a  discussion  of 
homosexuality  based  on  a  scientific  attit- 
ude. Anything  which  smacked  of 
approval  or  moral  neutrality  could 
inspire  a  student  or  parent  to  set  in 
motion  a  chain  of  events  which  could 
destroy  the  teacher's  career. 

The  Briggs  Initiative  takes  away  the 
rights  of  teachers  in  two  important  areas. 
It  limits  their  collective  bargaining  rights 
as  employees  of  a  school  district.  At  the 
same  time,  it  limits  teachers'  professional 
discretion  over  course  content  and  teach- 
ing methods.  State  control  over  thought 
in  one  area  of  learning  is  incompatible 
with  academic  freedom  in  the  public 
schools,  and  would  pose  grave  questions 
concerning  the  character  and  future  of 
public  education  itself. 


There  has  been  a  longstanding  com- 
petition between  two  views  of  teaching: 
between  those  who  see  teachers  primarily 
as  professionals,  and  those  who  see 
teachers  as  trade  unionists  and  employees 
of  public  bodies.  Briggs  aims  at  taking 
away  the  rights  associated  with  both 
views.  He  seeks  to  limit  their  rights  as 
professional  judges  of  course  content  and 
teaching  methods,  as  well  as  their  job  se- 
curity and  collective  bargaining  rights  as 
employees.  The  nature  of  the  attack  itself 
suggests  that  the  defense  of  collective 
bargaining  rights  might  be  the  best  way  to 
defend  the  teaching  profession,  and  the 
students,  from  nuts  who  long  to  drill  both 
teachers  and  students  in  anti-scientific 
dogmas  based  on  social  prejudice.  A 
welcome  synthesis  between  the 
professional  and  trade  union  perspectives 
in  the  teaching  profession  would  have  an 
impact  on  all  issues  facing  public 
employees. 

The  campaign  against  the  Briggs 
Initiative  has  been  characterized  by  two 
approaches.  On  the  one  hand  is  a  group 
called  Concerned  Voters  of  California. 
Its  board  consists  of  eleven  people  who 
have  financial  connections  and  originally 
included  Advocate  publisher  David 
Goodstein.  Good  stein  resigned  from  the 


board  early  in  the  campaign,  citing  an 
interest  in  unity  and  a  desire  to  promote 
his  "advocate  experience,"  a  kind  of 
"est"-type  self-improvement  program. 
Concerned  Voters  of  California  has 
announced  plans  to  concentrate  chiefly 
on  fund  raising  and  formulating  a  paid 
advertising  campaign.  They  have  hired  a 
professional  political  consultant,  Don 
Bradley,  who  managed  the  mayoral 
campaign  of  San  Francisco  mayor 
George  Moscone. 

The  other  approach  has  been  charac- 
terized by  the  organizing  of  grass-roots 
coalitions  up  and  down  the  state.  Num- 
bering about  twenty  as  of  this  writing, 
they  have  combined  in  a  loose  state-wide 
umbrella  group  called  Cali  f  ornians 
Against  the  Briggs  Initiative.  CABI  was 
formed  at  a  meeting  in  Los  Angeles  at  the 
campus  of  the  University  of  Southern 
California,  on  the  weekend  of  December 
9, 10, 1 1 ,  1977.  Representatives  from 
every  part  of  the  state  met  to  discuss  how 
to  defeat  the  Briggs  Initiative,  and 
especially,  how  to  enlist  the  energies  of 
gay  people  in  larger  numbers  than  ever 
before. 

The  conference  began  with  a  certain 
amount  of  confusion  stemming  from  the 
fact  that  dedicated  gay  activists  have  very 


strong  opinions  about  other  social 
issues,  and  especially  the  other  social 
movements  in  the  US  —  the  black  move- 
ment, the  women's  movement  and  the 
labour  movement.  There  were,  and 
remain,  disagreements  among  the  most 
talented  gay  grass-roots  organizers  in 
the  state  concerning  the  details  as  to  how 
the  gay  movement  can  ultimately  relate  to 
these  other  movements. 

But  some  principles  established  by  the 
end  of  the  conference  became  guiding 
principles  of  all  the  coalitions.  The  first  of 
these  is  that  the  coalitions  will  have  as 
their  objective  the  defeat  of  the  Briggs 
Initiative.  Endorsement  and  alliances  will 
besought  on  that  basis.  This  means  that 
no  activist  will  be  excluded  from  working 
in  any  of  the  coali  t  i  o  ns  because  of  her  or 
his  opinion  on,  or  involvement  in,  any 
other  political  or  social  movement.  This 
has  permitted  activists  holding  extremely 
varied  views  to  work  together  in  relative 
harmony,  considering  the  range  of 
opinion  represented. 

The  other  principle  is  unity.  The 
campaign  can  be  seen  to  have  reduced  con- 
flict between  opposing  points  of  view.  While 
Concerned  Voters  of  California  will  raise 
more  money  and  will  conduct  the  bulk  of 
the  advertising  campaign,  it  will  not  be 
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able  to  prevent  grass-roots  organizing 
and  public  visibility  of  gay  people,  despite 
its  antipathy  to  those  tactics. 

The  tactics  of  the  coalitions  will  stress 
gay  visibility,  and  will  include  precinct 
work,  literature  distribution,  public 
eventsand  rallies.  The  coalitions  are 
committed  to  mobilizing  a  massive 
response  in  opposition  to  passage  of  the 
Briggs  Initiative,  and  to  fighting  it  if  it 
should  pass.  The  coalitions  have  resolved 
that  this  law  will  not  be  sucessfully  used 
against  a  single  teacher. 

The  largest  of  the  coalitions  in  the  state 
is  San  Francisco's  Bay  Area  Committee 
Against  the  Briggs  Intiative,  or  BACABI. 
BACABI  has  received  endorsements  from 
over  100  local  groups  and  prominent 
individuals,  and  has  an  office  at  2049 
Market  Street  in  San  Francisco.  It  has 
literature  aimed  at  women,  third  world 
groups,  trade  unions  and  a  religious  out- 
reach. It  has  also  published  a  pamphlet 
targeted  to  the  general  voter,  and  has  set 
up  literature  tables  in  every  part  of  the 
city.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
BACABI  has  raised  $20,000,  has  organ- 
ized some  1 5  working  committees,  and  a 
telephone  tree  with  over  800  names. 

The  first  task  facing  BACABI  after 
opening  its  office  on  Market  Street  was  to 
help  build  the  traditional  Gay  Freedom 
Day  parade.  This  year  the  parade 
changed  its  name  to  Gay  Freedom  Day 
March  and  Celebration.  BACABI  vol- 
unteers worked  almost  around  the  clock 
to  make  signs  and  banners.  Members  of 
the  labour  outreach  committee  made 
signs  for  a  labour  contingent.  BACABI 
printed  and  distributed  100,000  leaflets 
throughout  the  Bay  area  to  build  the 
march.  The  result  was  that  the  BACABI 
contingents  helped  transform  the  event 
into  more  of  an  an  ti- Briggs  demon- 
stration, and  one  of  the  largest  political 
demonstrations  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States.  It  ranked  in  size  with  the 
largest  of  the  marches  against  the  war  in 
Viet  Nam. 

The  labour  contingent,  in  which  gay 
trade  unionists  marched  together  for  the 
first  time,  symbolized  the  beginning  of  a 
historic  alliance  between  the  gay 
movement  and  the  trade  union  move- 
ment. BACABI  had  obtained  the 
endorsement  of  a  number  of  unions, 
based  upon  the  threat  that  the  Briggs 
Initiative  poses  to  the  union  rights  of 
teachers.  There  are  committees  against 
the  Briggs  Intiative  in  several  unions,  in- 
cluding the  17,000-memberLocal2of 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers  and  Bar- 
tenders (the  city's  largest  union),  Office 
and  Professional  Employees  Local  3,  and 
Hospital  and  Institutional  Workers  Local 
250. 

The  San  Francisco  Labour  Council, 
the  Bay  Area  organ  of  the  AFL-CIO, 
voted  June  27  to  oppose  the  Briggs 
Initiative.  The  march  and  rally  June  25 


was  preceded  by  a  headline  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  announcing  "Gays, 
Unionists  Ask  Ant  i-  Briggs  Support. "  At 
the  rally,  Raoul  Teilhet,  President  of  the 
California  Federation  of  Teachers,  spoke 
out  against  the  Briggs  Initiative  and  went 
further.  He  pledged  that  if  the  Briggs 
Intiative  passed,  the  full  resources  of  the 
union  would  be  mobilized  to  fight  it  and 
prevent  the  firing  of  a  single  teacher  in  the 
state. 

A  fact  not  yet  widely  noticed  in  Cal- 
ifornia is  that  the  right  wing  is  system- 
atically seeking  to  put  a  right-wing 
program  on  the  ballot ,  piece  by  piece. 
Just  missing  the  required  number  of  sig- 
natures to  qualify  in  this  election  were  an 
anti-abortion  initiative,  and  a  consti- 
tutional amendment  which  would  ban  the 
union  shop,  a  so-called ' ' right  to 
work"  law.  It  is  almost  certain  that  these 
measures'  backers  will  push  to  get  them  on 
the  ballot  in  1980. 

Behind  this  strategy  is  the  philosophy 
developing  on  the  American  right,  that 
these  forces,  working  outside  the  two 
major  parties,  can  present  themselves  as 
the  true  tribune  of  the  people.  By  using 
the  ballot  initiative  process  they  can  make 
the  legislature  appear  corrupt  and 
remote,  while  acting  independently  of  it. 
In  this  way,  small  groups  of  hard-core 
theorists  and  ideologues  and  their 
lawyers,  using  what  they  call  "hot 
button"  issues,  become  something  like 
super-legislators.  Each  right  wing  group, 
mobilizing  individuals  who  are  motivated 
to  act  politically  only  on  one  issue,  can 
focus  on  that  issue  and  build  its  base 
without  impairing  the  purity  of  its  ideo- 
logical appeal.  The  practitioners  of 
single-issue,  direct  mail  tactics  have 
discovered  the  special  potential  of 
California's  initiative  process. 

At  the  Stonewall  Inn  in  1969,  the  mod- 
ern movement  was  born.  Gays  there 
fought  back  against  a  police  attack,  and 
secured  the  bar  and  the  street  against  the 
police  for  a  period.  They  did  not  do  this 
because  they  had  exhausted  all  other 
political  avenues.  They  acted  because 
necessity  propelled  them  into  direct 
political  action  in  defense  of  their  demo- 
cratic right  to  be.  In  the  act  of  fighting 
back  they  recovered  in  one  stroke  the  per- 
sonhood  almost  erased  by  centuries  of 
persecution,  and  lifetimes  of  self-doubt. 
The  emergence  of  the  gay  movement  as 
one  of  the  most  dynamic  social  move- 
ments of  this  decade  has  taken  virtually 
every  group  in  society  by  surprise.  And  it 
will  continue  to  do  so  until  the  central 
issue  has  been  faced  directly.  That  issue, 
posed  in  1 969  in  the  streets  in  front  of  the 
Stonewall  Inn,  is  posed  point-blank  on 
the  ballot  in  the  general  election  in  Cal- 
ifornia; Just  what,  after  all,  is  homo- 
sexuality? Two  answers  have  been  put 
forward. 

The  right  wing,  joined  by  certain  lib- 


The  Bay  Area  Committee  Against 
the  Briggs  Initiative,  along  with 
other  coalitions  in  California 
working  to  defeat  Proposition  6, 
invite  gay  sisters  and  brothers 
everywhere  to  come  to  California 
to  work  against  the  Briggs  Initia- 
tive, and  to  prevent  it  from  operat- 
ing if  it  passes.  The  group  emphasi- 
zes that  it  needs  hard  workers,  not 
"observers." 

For  information,  write: 
BACABI,  2049  Market  St,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4,  USA;  or  call 
(415)626-4168. 


era!  intellectuals,  believe  that  it  is  an  ill- 
ness, amoral  deficiency,  a  symptom  of 
social  decay  and  decline,  a  frantic  search 
for  fourth  dimensions  in  pleasure- 
seeking,  a  signal  for  Apocalypse.  They 
actively  and  energetically  propogate  their 
view,  and  have  put  it  on  the  ballot  in  Cal- 
ifornia so  that  it  will  be  written  in  the 
statute  books,  and  will  govern  everyone. 
The  other  answer  has  been  advanced  by 
the  gay  rights  movement.  We  say  that  it  is 
nothing  more  than  the  unremarkable  ex- 
ercise of  a  completely  natural  human 
function,  found  to  one  degree  or  another 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places  of  human 
society:  the  expression  of  sexuality  with  a 
member  of  the  same  sex.  It  is  therefore 


not  homosexual  behaviour  which  must 
explain  its  history  —  it  is  universal.  It  is 
the  taboo  against  it  which  must  explain  it- 
self, for  it  has  a  particular  history  during  a 
particular  time,  and  in  a  particular 
culture. 

For  the  democratic  right  to  express 
these  emotions  and  natural  feelings,  we 
have  made  and  will  make  the  greatest 
sacrifices.  Not  because  we  are  heroes, 
though  there  have  been  such  among  us, 
and  the  times  may  require  more.  Rather, 
because  we  have  nothing  to  lose  but  a 
closet  which  has  not  only  imprisoned  gay 
people  —  but  shut  out  the  rest  of  human- 
ity from  a  range  and  freedom  of  choice 
that  should  be  theirs  as  well.  □ 
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STOP 

IN  CALIFORNIA! 

In  November,  California  will  be  the  first  state  to  put  the  human  rights  of 
gay  people  to  a  vote.  It  could  be  the  first  of  many  states  to  deny  basic 
rights  to  a  minority. 

WHAT  WOULD  THE  BRIGGS  INITIATIVE  DO? 

If  passed  by  the  voters  of  California  next  November,  the  Briggs  Initiative  would: 

•  MEAN  any  school  employee  (certified  teacher,  teachers'  aide,  school  administra- 
tor, or  counselor)  who  publicly  or  privately  opposed  discrimination  against  homo- 
sexuals could  be  fired  from  her  or  his  job— regardless  of  whether  she  or  he  were  gay. 

•  DENY  employment  in  the  school  system  to  any  person  who  has  ever  publicly  or 
privately  opposed  discrimination  against  homosexuals — regardless  of  whether  that 
person  were  gay. 

•  SUSPEND  any  school  employee  for  up  to  60  days  before  a  school  board  decides 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  have  been  violated.  A  school  employee  could 
be  suspended  for  30  days  before  the  school  board  holds  a  hearing. 

DEFEND  INDIVIDUAL  RIGHTS! 

The  threat  to  democratic  rights  and  civil  liberties  for  all  people  posed  by  the  Briggs 
Initiative  comes  from  its  attempt  to  establish  a  gag  rule  and  to  intimidate  people  from 
speaking  out  for  their  rights. 

As  the  Los  Angeles  Times  editorial  states:  "A  school  board  employee  who  spoke  out 
for  fair  treatment  of  homosexuals  could  be  fired... Expressions  of  personal  beliefs 
in  the  course  of  private  life  would  be  enough  to  warrant  dismissal." 

Such  attacks  on  fundamental  rights  of  free  speech  and  public  association  are  a  real 
threat  to  every  section  of  society. 

Women,  Blacks,  Latinos,  Native  Americans,  Asians  and  trade  unionists  are 
especially  threatened.  The  Briggs  Initiative  poses  a  particularly  grave  threat  to  the 
labor  movement,  as  it  destroys  the  right  of  unions  to  protect  workers  from  discrimi- 
nation. As  such  it  is  a  threat  to  collective  bargaining  and  the  right  to  organize. 

The  Briggs  Initiative  threatens  your  fundamental  rights  of  free  speech, 
free  association,  and  due  process.  It  is  a  clear  attempt  at  establishing 
a  dangerous  precedent  of  intimidation  and  censorship.  This  insidious 
initiative  must  be  defeated  in  California. 

Californians  Against  the  Briggs  Initiative  (CABI)  is  an  affiliation  of  11  broad-based  coalitions 
of  gay  and  non-gay  groups  and  individuals  throughout  California.  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP! 


CALIFORNIANS 

AGAINST  THE 
BRIGGS  INITIATIVE 
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CLIP  &  MAIL  TO:  CABI/2049  MARKET  STREET/SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA   941 

(415)  626-9482 
D  I  ENDORSE  CABI 

My  name  can  be  used  lor  other  anti-Briggs  activities  sponsored  by  CABI  s  member  coalitions 


I  can  donate:     D  SS 
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GEM 
DANCE 

October  27, 1978 
8:30  PM 

at  the  Unitarian  Congregation 
84  South  Service  Road 
Mississauga 

For  details,  call 
791-6974 


STEREO 
& 
TELE- 
VISION 

REPAIRS 

also  servicing  all  types 
of  home  entertainment 

equipment 
and  small  appliances 

Frank  Hutchings 

Electronics 

691-9269 
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IV Vim  in  Toronto 

In  Touch $2.25 

Mandate $2.00 

Blueboy $2.25 

Advocate $  .75 

Numbers $3.00 

We  don't  charge  over  cover  price. 

Open8AM-6PM 

(416)486-8739 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  accepted.  Add 
50«  per  magazine  for  postage  and  hand- 
ling. Prompt  delivery  assured. 

We  buy  and  sell  pocket  books  and  old 
copies  of  Blueboy,  Mandate  and  In  Touch. 
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3  original  designs  printed  in  black  ink 
on  heavy  white  paper,  7  l/i\n.  x  5  Vzin. 

Envelopes  included.  Insidesread: 

Have  a  Gay  Christmas! 
•75Ceach  •$4.00for6  •$7.00forl2 

Cards  can  be  individually  coloured  for  25C  extra  per  card. 

Please  add  7  %  sales  tax  and  20C  for  postage  and  handling  per  order. 
Allow  4-6  weeks  for  delivery . 

Send  cheque  or  money  order  to: 

Jan  Designs 

3000  Yonge  Street,  Suite  5 1 0 

Toronto,  Ontario,  M4N  2K5 

Also  available  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop  &  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 


by  Fiona  Rattray 


Hot  flashes 


The  one  workshop  that  wasn't  designed 
to  change  the  world . . . 
And  did. 

Masturbation .  Some  of  us  in  the  work- 
shop were  completely  silent.  Still  guilt- 
ridden,  perhaps  —  or  at  best 
embarrassed .  Some  of  us  weren't  clear  that 
the  term  meant  what  we  were  doing.  Does 
an  experience  have  to  result  in  orgasm  to 
qualify  as  masturbation? 

The  word  means  literally  "to  beat  with 
the  hand"  and  reveals  something  of  a 
male  bias.  Now,  I  know  most  dykes  use 
the  term  auto-eroticism.  I  prefer  self- 
love.  Not  that  love  and  eroticism  are  syn- 
onymous; it  just  reflects  how  I  think  of 
myself.  Or  how  I,  as  a  good  little  feminist, 
think  I  should  think. 

Most  conferences  I  have  attended  have 
been  somewhat  dry,  stilted,  "there's-a- 
job-to-be-done-here' '  affairs.  Not  so  the 
recent  Windsor  conference  of  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  It 
was  friendly,  even  joyous  at  times.  People 
hugged  and  kissed.  There  was  a  sense  of 
comradeship  among  the  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  More  surprising,  there  was  a  sense 
of  camaraderie  between  the  women  and 
the  men.  Even  among  people  from  rival 
political  factions.  And  all  because  some 
of  us  sat  down  under  the  guidance  of  Peg 
McCuaig  from  Guelph  and  discussed 
masturbation. 

Gay  women  and  men  rarely  touch  each 
other.  For  that  matter,  touching 
members  of  our  own  sex  is  often  limited 
to  sexual  situations .  The  uprightness  of 
straight,  anti-sexual  culture  doesn't  allow 
us  to  put  touch  where  it  belongs  —  in  the 
realm  of  the  sensual .  It  has  turned  us  into 
virtual  "tactophobes." 

Many  of  us  —  many  women  at  least  — 
have  become  aware  of  this,  and  are  realiz- 
ing too  the  healing  properties  of  touch. 
Through  massage,  the  laying-on-of- 
hands,  hugging  and  caressing,  we  can 
relax  and  reassure,  or  express  concern 
and  joy  for  one  another. 

Peg  was  able  to  help  break  down  the 
barriers  between  all  the  people  at  the 
workshop  by  insisting  that  we  sit  in  a 
circle  and  touch .  This  li  ving  circle  was 
partly  men  and  partly  women,  partly  loud 
and  partly  silent,  partly  stoned  and  partly 
sober.  The  discussion  was  not  structured. 
The  flow  was  sometimes  restrained, 
sometimes  unleashed  —  but  always 
interesting,  both  in  what  was  told  and 
what  was  not. 

Most  of  us  were  willing,  even  eager,  to 
discuss  and  compare  our  fantasies.  Some 
people  even  owned  up  to  "politically 
incorrect"  fantasies,  though  no  one  was 
in  a  hurry  to  say  exactly  what  those  were. 
Someone  suggested  teasingly  that  there 
might  even  be  latent  heterosexuals  among 
us.  Others  referred  to  S  &  M  or  the 
"sexual  fringe."  Most  just  giggled  ner- 
vously.  But  what  a  relief  it  was  to  discover 
that ' '  there  are  others  out  there  who  do 
what  I  do,  who  fantasize  what  I 
fantasize." 

Any  attempt  to  discuss  actual  tech- 
niques of  masturbation  was  met  by  a  re- 
served silence  on  the  part  of  most  partici- 
pants. People  were  reluctant  to  be  so 
open.  So  vulnerable?  After  all,  we  are 
only  just  learning  the  respect  and  self- 
respect  necessary  for  the  development  of 
trust. 


'  'Good  vibrations' '  (the  physical, 
not  the  psychic,  variety)  were  a 
popular  topic  among  the  dykes.  (We 
aren't  that  shy !)  The  kind,  for  example, 
that  are  produced  by  the  rear  wheels  of 
city  buses,  or  the  driver's  seat  in  one 
woman's  car  when  it  is  flying  along  at 
precisely  63  MPH  (sorry,  101 KPH). 

Erotica  —  not  to  be  confused  with  its 
exploitative  cousin,  pornography  —  was 
another  favourite  subject.  The  men  are 
mainly  into  pictures;  the  women  mainly 
into  words.  Hmmm?  My  biggest  com- 
plaint is  that  there  is  a  complete  dearth  of 
good  lesbian  erotica  written  for  lesbians 
about  lesbians .  May  be  we  should  take  a 
cue  from  the  men  who  swap  it,  or  write 
their  own.  Perhaps  a  lending  library 
would  be  in  order? 

There  was  a  lot  to  learn.  Like 
massage  —  informaP'workshops" 
sprung  up  in  the  halls,  at  the  dance,  and 
on  the  lawns  around  the  conference 
buildings.  Most  important  —  women 
and  men  related  and  caught  glimpses  of 
each  other's  lifestyles  through 
explanations  of  their  sexual  feeUngs, 
feelings  we  usually  completely  hide  from 
each  other.  I  never  would  have  thought, 
for  example,  of  relieving  boredom  on  the 
job  with  a  quick  session  in  the  washroom. 
But  if  lean  have  "hot  flashes"  over  other 
workers,  why  not  over  myself? 
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There  were  no  conclusions,  no 
"trends"  in  either  fantasies  or  technique. 
But  there  was,  much  to  our  collective 
delight ,  an  increased  levity  and  openness 
that  worked  its  way  through  the  rest  of 
the  conference  to  those  who  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  somewhere  else  while  this 
discussion,  this  experience,  took  place. 

Learning,  growing  and  the  action  they 
inspire  can  start  in  some  very  unexpected 
places. D 
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The  writing  is  on  the  wall  —  literally  — 
as  machismo  meets  gay  liberation  in  the  country 
that  gave  us  the  Inquisition,  Franco,  and  fascism. 
For  Clara  and  Mariana  Valverde,  returning  to  Spain 
was ' '  beautiful ,  and  not  devoid  of  pain . " 


Once  upon  a  time  every  Spanish  man  was 
supposed  to  be  a  bullfighter,  while  every 
Spanish  woman  was  supposed  to  be  si- 
multaneously a  perfect  housewife  ("at 
home  with  a  broken  leg, "  as  the  proverb 
has  it)  and  a  seductive  flamenco  dancer. 
Once  upon  a  time  the  girls  in  the  school 
we  went  to  learned  music  and  sewing, 
while  the  boys  learned  patriotic  stories  of 
obedience  to  the  fatherland.  Once  upon  a 
time  a  cousin  was  jailed  for  several 
months  and  thoroughly  tortured  for 
belonging  to  an  illegal  organization.  And 
as  all  this  went  on,  a  maiden  aunt  who 
happened  to  be  lesbian  kept  joining  con- 
vents and  being  expelled  from  them,  until 
she  went  mad. 

Simply  to  pronounce  the  words '  'gay 
liberation"  in  the  language  which  gave 
the  world  the  word ' '  machismo' '  (from 
the  Spanish  word ' '  macho, ' '  male)  is  to 
be  radical.  The  Spanish  gay  movement 
has  reached  in  a  few  months  positions 
which  North  Americans  and  Europeans 
took  years  to  reach,  and  may  in  some  res- 
pects have  overtaken  them.  Assimilating 
translations  from  English,  French,  and 
Italian  with  the  hunger  of  forty  years, 
Spaniards  are  showing  that,  just  as  they 
were  fascist  when  others  were  merely 
right-wing,  now  that  others  are  merely 
radical,  they  are  truly  and  wholly 
revolutionary. 

The  roots  of  sexism  and  hcterosexism 
in  Spain  are  the  same  roots  which  for  so 
many  years  supported  the  apparently 
eternal  tree  of  fascism,  militarism,  in- 
quisitorial religious  schools,  and  families 
with  feudal  barons  posing  as  fathers.  It  is 
therefore  natural  that  both  the  gay 
movement  and  the  feminist  movement, 
which  have  been  growing  in  a  spectacular 
way  since  General  Franco's  death  in 
November,  1975,  should  be  deeply 
marked  by  the  constellation  of  historical 
forces  which  presided  over  their  birth. 


Avery  small,  very  underground  gay 
group,  the  MELH  (Movimento  Espanol 
deliberaci6n  Homosexual,  Spanish 
Homosexual  Liberation  Movement)  was 
founded  in  197 1 ,  but  due  to  the  repressive 
political  situation,  it  could  do  little  more 
than  circulate  a  bulletin  —  published  in 
France  —  among  a  few  hundred  people. 
Itwasonlyin  1976,  inthewakeofa 
general  political  rebirth,  that  anything 
like  a  mass  movement  was  able  to  take 
hold.  The  center  of  the  movement  was  the 
Catalan  city  of  Barcelona,  one  of  the 
most  politicized  cities  in  Europe  —  a 
demonstration  last  September  in  favour 
of  Catalan  autonomy  brought  one 
million  people  into  the  streets.  The 
FAGC  (Front  d' Alliberament  Gai  de 
Catalunya,  Catalan  Gay  Liberation 
Front)  was  created  in  1976  out  of  the 
remains  of  the  Barcelona  MELH,  and 
was  until  this  past  spring  a  powerful 
united  voice.  Its  zenith  was  marked  by  a 
demonstration  in  Barcelona's  main  street 
on  June  25, 1977,  for  which  8,000people 
showed  up,  astounding  everyone, 
including  the  organizers. 

When  asked  how  such  a  large  demon- 
stration was  organized,  a  young  man 
called  Jose  explained  that  the  only 
publicity  possible  was  wall  graffiti.  "We 
did  it  all  by  word  of  mouth,"  he  said; 
since  "everything  is  illegal, "  the  use  of 
addresses,  phone  numbers,  and  even  last 
names  is  out  of  the  question. 

The  legal  situation  of  open  gays  is  im- 
proving; the  democratization  of  political 
life  has  made  it  increasingly  difficult  for 
the  police  to  arrest  and  imprison  gays. 
But  the  old  fascist  Catholic  laws  are  still 
on  the  books,  and  until  a  new  legal  code  is 
drawn  up  the  gay  movement  will  likely 
remain  anonymous  and  leadcrless. 

It  may  well  be,  however,  that  even 
when  the  law  changes  the  bulk  of  lesbian 
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and  gay  activities  in  Spain  will  still  be 
carried  out  on  a  collective  basis,  with 
much  less  emphasis  on  "big  names' '  than 
in  those  countries  where  a  long  tradition 
of  respect  for  individual  rights  has  made 
such  anti-heroes  possible  and  popular. 
The  habits  formed  during  forty  years  of 
dictatorship  —  avoid  relying  on  leaders, 
work  in  small  groups,  strike  fast  and 
disappear  —  live  on  even  though  the 
conditions  which  gave  rise  to  them  are 
disappearing  and  there  are  mixed  feelings 
about  replacing  these  guerilla  tactics  with 
North- American  style  publicity 
campaigns. 

In  fact,  a  split  seems  to  be  emerging 
between  groups  which  put  the  emphasis 
on  civil  liberties  and '  'responsible  spokes- 
persons,'  '  and  the  younger,  more  radical 
activists  who  shun  parliamentary  politics 
and  rely  on  the  tradition  of  Spanish 
anarchism  for  the  few  political  guidelines 
they  have.  This  division  has  already  taken 
shape  in  Barcelona,  where  the  previously 
united  movement  split  in  March  of  this 
year  as  a  sizeable  (some  claim  a  majority) 
of  younger  members  left  the  FAGC  to 
form  the  CCAG  (Coordinadora  de 
Collectius  d'  Alliberament  Gai,  Coalition 
of  Gay  Liberation  Collectives). 

The  CCAG  claims  that  the  FAGC  is 
plagued  by  all  the  evils  of  party  politics. 
One  of  its  members  explained,  as  we  put 
up  posters  for  this  year's  June  25  demon- 
stration, that  the  FAGC  has  links  with 
left-wing  parties  from  Communist  to 
Maoist  to  Trotskyist  organizations,  and 
that  it  is  projecting  a  shirt-and-tie  image 
and  worrying  exclusively  about  legal 
reforms.  The  FAGC  leadership,  as 
another  of  the  unemployed  young  men 
who  seem  to  be  the  mainstay  of  CCAG 
put  it,  is  "old,  intellectualistic,  and  too 
caught  up  in  playing  the  games  of  Madrid 
politicians." 

By  contrast,  the  CCAG,  which  is  not  a 
party  but  a  loosely-linked  federation  of 
collectives,  has  little  interest  in  legal 
changes,  no  interest  in  political  parties, 
and  no  political  connections  except  some 
vague  support  from  the  anarchist  trade 
union,  the  CNT  (Confederacibn 
Nacional  del  Trabajo,  National 
Federation  of  Labour).  What  they  are 
interested  in  is  grassroots  consciousness- 
raising,  community  work  and,  judging 
from  their  first  newsletter,  outpourings 
of  lyrical  feeling,  as  well.  They  scorn 
professional  gays  who  make  a  living 
"dignifying"  homosexuality,  criticize  the 
bar  scene  mercilessly,  and  hold  that 
homosexuality  is  "a  revolutionary 
barricade". 

Incidentally,  while  many  FAGC 
members  are  barely  out  of  their  closets, 
two  young  men  from  CCAG  did  not 
hesitate  to  kiss  passionately  in  a  busy 
street  in  the  middle  of  rush-hour  traffic 
—  just  as  I  (Mariana)  was  worrying  about 
potential  harassment,  they  turned 
around  and  kissed  me  too,  almost  as 
passionately. 

On  a  typical  Barcelona  afternoon,  gay 
men  cruise  quite  openly  up  and  down  the 
famous  boulevard  of  Las  Ramblas, 
where  flower-stands  and  bird-sellers 
provide  a  colourful  backdrop  for  the 
crowds  of  gypsies,  American  sailors,  and 
prostitutes  who  normally  inhabit  the 
street.  The  Ramblas  are  everyone's 
favourite  walk,  and  every  evening  riot 
police  in  full  gear  make  their  appearance; 
the  crowds,  however,  have  got  used  to  the 
cops,  and  the  cops  themselves  are  less 
prone  to  fill  the  air  with  smoke  bombs 
than  they  used  to  be.  Gays  —  or  gay 
men,  anyway;  lesbians  are  conspicuously 
invisible  —  find  in  this  anarchic  chaos  of 

lours  and  noises  their  natural 

vironment. 
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Madrid,  however,  is  a  different  story. 
The  forty  years  of  military  rule  and  of 
fascist  bureaucracy  have  left  their  mark 
on  the  capital  city,  and  there  the  anarchist 
spirit  is  confined  to  the  run-down 
neighborhoods  around  the  flea  market 
and  the  old  university  quarter.  Even  in 
these  areas,  gays  are  in  danger  of  being 
beaten  up  by  gangs  of  young  fascists 
armed  with  clubs  and  chains  who  prowl 
the  city  looking  for  radicals  and  "per- 
verts." This  hostile  environment,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  7,000  people  from 
participating  in  this  year's  June  25  demon- 
stration, which  was,  with  a  Spanish  sense 
of  the  theatrical,  headed  by  a  large  group 
of  transvestites  in  full  costume.  As  the 
ideology  of  the  Franco  regime  finds  its 
rightful  destiny  in  the  refuse-heap  of 
history,  Madrid  will  no  doubt  become  a 
more  tolerant  environment  for  gays  and 
for  social  outcasts  of  all  kinds. 

Organizationally,  Madrid  gays  are  also 
becoming  stronger,  now  that  the  three 
small  groups  which  existed  between  1976 
and  1978  have  merged  in  the  FLHOC 
(Frente  de  Li  beraci  6  n  Homosexual  de 
Castilla,  Homosexual  Liberation  Front 
of  Cast  ilk  —  Castille  is  the  region  in 
which  Madrid  is  located).  FLHOC  not 
only  organized  the  successful  June  demo, 
but  has  also  been  engaged  in  important 
theoretical  debates. 

Gay  liberation  groups  also  exist  in 
many  smaller  Spanish  cities  now,  from 
the  Basque  country  and  Galicia  down  to 
sunny  Andalucia,  and,  despite  inquisi- 
torial attitudes  in  the  church,  a  Jesuit  has 
managed  to  start  a  Dignity  organization 
for  gay  Catholics.  It  is  thus  not  hopelessly 
optimistic  to  say  that  the  gay  movement  is 
alive  and  doing  very  well,  and  that  some 
of  its  demands  may  soon  be  won.  These 
include  the  release  of  the  600  gays 
currently  held  in  jail ,  and  the  repeal  of  the 
catch-all  "Law  of  Social  Danger,"  by 
which  anyone  convicted  of  a  "predisposi- 
tion to  criminal  behaviour"  —  read: 
gays,  political  undesirables,  winos  — 
can  be  locked  up. 

Documents  from  FLHOC,  FAGC, 
and  CCAG  routinely  call  for  a  total 
overhaul  of  society;  they  take  it  as  an  old- 


hat  truism  that  the  economic  system  will 
be  revolutionized,  and  go  on  from  there 
to  a  concept  of  total  social  revolution. 
The  FAGC,  which  as  we  have  seen  is 
criticized  as  too  slow  and  bureaucratic  by 
the  CCAG  anarchists,  argues  that  "liber- 
ation does  not  consist  of  being 
tolerated, ' '  and  that  a  true  revolution  will 
spell  the  end  of  the  very  distinction  be- 
tween homo-  and  heterosexuality. 

While  in  Canada  certain  people  are 
criticized  for  being  "homophobic," 
Spanish  gays  indict  their  whole  society  for 
being"sexophobic;"  they  demand  the 
right  to  express  oneself  sexually  as  one 
wishes  in  a  free  society,  rather  than 
simply  asking  for  a  place  in  the  sun  of  the 
present  society.  They  tend  to  see  sexuality 
not  as  divided  into  "gay"  and  "straight" 
but  rather  as  a  many-sided  form  of 
pleasure  and  communication;  as  the 
FAGC  lesbian  collective  puts  it,  "all 
people  have  the  potential  for  a  pluri- 
sexual  orientation. ' ' 

The  politicization  of  the  gay  scene  is 
partly  a  result  of  the  sophisticated  po- 
litical atmosphere  in  the  country  as  a 
whole,  and  partly  an  unintended  effect  of 
the  oppression  gays  suffered  during 
Franco's  rule.  The  iron-fisted  Franco 
regime  did  not  know  how  to  create  a 
peaceful  ghetto  in  which  gays  could  find 
refuge  from  their  oppression:  forcing 
them  into  the  streets  and  locking  them  up 
in  jails,  it  succeeded  in  radicalizing  them. 
No  doubt  upper-class  gay  circles  still  have 
their  gilded  cages  (expensive  private 
clubs,  etc.),  but  today's  gay  movement, 
consisting  primarily  of  the  young  and 
penniless,  cannot  and  will  not  become 
just  another  consumer  group. 

This  refusal  to  accept  toleration  as  a 
substitute  for  liberation  helps  to  form 
links  between  the  gay  movement  and 
other  oppressed  groupsrwomen,  youth, 
prison  inmates,  the  handicapped  and  the 
mentally  ill  all  have  their  radical  political 
organizations  and  they  help  each  other 
out  morally  and  materially.  These  groups 
are  seen  to  be  linked  by  the  concept  of 
"  marginalization , ' '  spelled  out  by  a 
FLHOC  militant,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  a  Trotskyist  grou  p ,  in  a  recent  article . 


Pornographic  lesbianism 


During  the  long  years  of  the  Franco 
dictatorship  there  was  a  single  organism, 
the  infamous  "previous  censorship," 
keeping  Marxism,  criticisms  of  the  gov- 
ernment ,  and  pornography  all  out  of  the 
sight  of  Spanish  readers .  It  thus  now 
appears  to  many  people  that  all  these 
causes  are  somehow  linked,  and  that  any- 
one who  is  at  all  radical  must  encourage 
the  proliferation  of  pornographic 
magazines. 

A  good  example  of  the  confusion  of 
these  issues  is  the  magazine  Interviii,  a 
best-selling  Ptayboy-sty\e  magazine 
which  fills  the  spaces  between  pictures 
with  articles  criticizing  the  government  in 
a  sensationalist  vein  (for  example,  cases 
of  torture  in  the  prisons),  as  if  the  con- 
sumption of  pornography  were  an  integ- 
ral part  of  one's  education  as  a  radical. 

It  is  of  course  true  that  the  censors  used 
their  despotic  powers  to  keep  the  sexually 
repressed  Spaniards  as  uneducated  in 
erotic  matters  as  they  were  in  political 
matters,  and  that  the  relaxing  of  censor- 
ship laws  has  been  a  progressive  step.  And 
yet,  the  lesbian  collective  in  FAGC  won- 
dered recently  whether  or  not  to  give  its 
support  to  the  FAGC  resolution  calling 
for  the  abolition  of  all  censorship,  and 


explained  its  doubts  as  follows. 

One  of  the  hottest-selling  items  in  the 
Spanish  porno  market  is  a  magazine 
called  Lesbo  2, 000,  which  portrays  the 
adventures  of  a  "Sapphic' '  organization 
of  Amazons  who  run  around  killing  men. 
Why  do  men  buy  this  sort  of  thing,  and 
why  do  they  pay  to  see  the  lesbian  movies 
that  have  recently  been  showing  in  many 
Spanish  movie  theatres?  (And  it  is  defin- 
itely men  who  use  this  kind  of  entertain- 
ment, as  one  can  see  by  looking  at  the 
movie  line-ups).  The  FAGC  lesbian 
collective  explains  that  "two  lesbians  ex- 
cite men  very  much,  because  despite 
being  lesbians  they  are  women,  and  hence 
do  not  escape  men '  s  desire  to  possess 
them." 

These  women  are  not  intent  on 
bringing  back  the  censor's  scissors,  let 
there  be  no  mistake  about  that;  they  are 
simply  saying  that  it  is  too  simplistic  to 
equate  the  absence  of  censorship  with  the 
presence  of  sexual  freedom,  and  that  a  lot 
more  reflection  and  study  must  be  de- 
voted to  the  issue.  The  pornographic  use 
of  lesbianism,  then,  is  for  FAGC  women 
an  example  of  the  extremes  which 
Spanish  machismo  can  reach. 


Very  briefly,  he  argues  that  gays  do  not 
form  a  unique  group,  but  rather,  like 
many  other  groups  —  the 
"psychiatrized"  and  those  in  jail  are  two 
currently  popular  ones  —  their 
oppression  begins  as  they  are  system- 
atically pushed  out  of  the  mainstream  of 
society.  The  system  which  perpetuates 
nuclear  families  also  produces,  as  inevi- 
table "waste, ' '  various  groups  of  people 
who  are  economically  and  /  or  culturally 
rejected  and  oppressed. 

This  argument,  borrowed  in  part  from 
the  French  philosopher  Michel  Foucault, 
is  based  on  a  view  of  bourgeois  society  de- 
fining itself  by  excluding  everything 
which  it  considers  "weird . "  The 
establishment  defines  itself  as  "normal" 
by  creating  the  very  distinctions  between 
normal  and  abnormal,  sane  and  insane, 
hetero  and  homo.  A  free  society  would 
abolish  those  distinctions  by  abolishing 
the  "norm"  which  created  them:  we 
would  then  have  sexuality  without  labels, 
people  and  not  categories. 

The  largest  of  these  marginal  groups  is, 
clearly,  women;  it  is  not  by  accident  that 
the  only  real  support  gays  have  had  in 
their  struggle  has  been  that  of  women's 
groups,  even  if  that  support  has  not  been 
without  hesitations  and  occasional 
arguments. 

As  the  tourism  posters  say,  Spain  is  a 
land  of  contrasts;  and  the  slogan  certainly 
holds  true  of  the  fern  in  inist  movement. 
On  the  one  hand,  Spanish  women  are  still 
denied  the  right  to  safe  abortion  and  to 
contraceptives  —  the  pill  can  only  be  ob- 
tained under  the  table  from  certain 
doctors,  the  diaphragm  does  not  exist  — 
so  that  the  feminist  movement  sometimes 
seems  ten  years  out  of  date  because  of  its 
emphasis  on  these  basic  rights.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  radical  lesbian  group  has 
for  the  past  year  or  so  been  embellishing 
the  streets  of  Barcelona  with  huge  laven- 
der graffiti  reading  "Against  rape  — 
castration,"  and  similar  niceties. 

It  seems  that  while  most  Spanish 
women,  particularly  those  who  are 
married,  are  still  attempting  to  win  the 
right  to  economic  independence,  to  di- 
vorce and  to  abortion,  a  radical  minority 
has  reacted  very  strongly  against  the  pre- 
vailing patriarchal  ideology  and  has 
launched  a  very  loud  campaign  for 
women's  rights.  The  average  married 
woman  considers  it  a  great  victory  if  she 
can  get  her  husband  to  wash  the  occas- 
sional dish,  and  is  only  beginning  to  be 
aware  of  lesbianism  —  a  recent  article  in 
the  glossy,  expensive  Vindicacidn  Femin- 
ista  did  not  even  seem  to  be  written  by  a 
lesbian,  and  had  only  a  few  reassuring 
and  vaguely  tolerant  words  for  its  middle- 
class  audience.  The  radical  fringe,  by 
contrast,  is  very  radical  and  very  fringe. 

Although  presumably  present  in  size- 
able numbers,  lesbians  do  not  usually  have 
their  own  organizations  inside  the  femin- 
ist groups,  and  are  by  and  large  invisible. 
A  feminist  festival  in  the  Barcelona  park 
of  Montjuich  this  June  drew  an  audience 
of  about  three  or  four  thousand:  many  of 
the  women  had  brought  their  men  along, 
and  nowhere  did  a  clearly  lesbian  group 
show  itself.  A  group  of  about  a  dozen  gay 
men  was  easily  spotted,  but  alas,  no 
lesbians. 

There  are  various  reasons  for  this  lack 
of  lesbian  political  presence.  First  of  all, 
women  tend  to  be  much  more  united  as 
women,  in  the  face  of  the  machismo 
which  pervades  relations  between  the 
sexes  in  Spain.  This  means  that  it  is  much 
more  important  to  be  a  woman  than  to  be 
gay.  Secondly,  given  that  women's  wages 
in  Spain  are  uniformly  dismal,  it  is  very 


difficult  for  women,  especially  those 
economically  dependent  on  a  father  or 
husband,  to  comeout  of  the  closets  and 
kitchens.  It  is  extremely  difficult  for 
younger,  and  sometimes  even  older, 
women  to  become  economically 
independent;  they  are  expected  to  remain 
at  home  until  they  get  married,  and  in 
many  cases  they  have  to,  by  sheer 
economic  necessity.  And  for  a  middle- 
aged  woman  to  leave  her  husband  and  de- 
clare herself  gay  would  be  simply  un- 
thinkable. 

For  all  these  reasons,  lesbians  either 
cannot  come  out  or  else,  once  they  are 
out,  choose  to  emphasize  women's  issues 
over  gay  issues  —  even  if  that  leads  to  the 
somewhat  riciculous  situation  of  a  les- 
bian-led group  loudly  complaining  about 
the  lack  of  contraceptives. 

The  scarcity  of  women  in  the  gay  move- 
ment, and  in  general  the  invisibility  of  les- 
bians in  Spain,  can  be  compared  to  the  sit- 
uation in  Quebec.  Both  in  Spain  and  in 
Quebec  economic  backwardness  and 
Catholic  ideology  have  acted  to  keep 
women  more  oppressed  than  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  countries,  and  hence  in  both 
nations  the  politicized  lesbians  tend  to 
identify  more  with  feminism  than  with  a 
male-dominated  gay  movement.  Sexism 
on  the  part  of  gay  men,  the  urgency  of  the 
women's  struggle,  and  economic  pressure 
to  stay  in  the  closet  are  the  common 
factors  which  explain  why  Spanish  les- 
bians are  so  hard  to  find  and  why  the 
Quebec  gay  organization  (ADGQ)  has 
exactly  one  woman  member.  The  same 
applies  to  gay  youth.  It  is  common  to  see 
26-  and  28-year-olds  still  living  with  their 
parents  and  having  to  face  a  row  if  they 
stay  out  all  night.  Even  middle-class, 
educated  young  people  cannot  support 
themselves  until  fairly  late  in  the  game; 
coming  out  often  means  leaving  one's 
financial  security  in  the  closet .  It  is  thus 
obvious  that  economic  independence  is 
the  main  battle  to  be  won  if  youth  are  to 
be  free  to  determine  their  own  sexuality . 

The  exuberance  of  the  gay  and 
women's  revival  in  Spain  was  a  very 
beautiful  experience  for  us  to  see  and 
write  about ,  but  it  is  not  devoid  of  pain . 
Visiting  our  parents  for  the  first  time 
since  coming  out,  we  discovered  that  a 
powerful  and  brilliant  novel  written  by 
one  of  their  acquaintances  —  a  middle- 
aged  woman  who  owns  a  publishing 
house  in  Barcelona  —  had  caused  one  of 
the  rare  quarrels  between  them. 

Mother  was  deeply  moved  by  the  semi- 
autobiographical  account  of  how  a 
woman  like  her,  in  her  own  city  and  social 
class,  had  fallen  in  love  with  a  beautiful 
young  woman  whose  name  was, 
incredibly  enough,  Clara,  and  she  highly 
recommended  the  novel  to  Mariana 
during  a  walk  along  the  beach.  Aftera 
very  tense  scene  with  Father  that  night, 
however,  she  mysteriously  misplaced  the 
book  and  has  refused  to  mention  it  since. 

Father,  a  literary  critic  who  makes  a 
profession  out  of  being  open-minded,  had 
initially  praised  the  novel  to  the  skies,  but 
as  he  read  on  and  found  that  the  content 
became  explicitly  lesbian  he  pronounced 
it  artistically  worthless.  Mother  bowed 
down,  just  like  the  woman  of  the  novel 
w  ho  cannot  find  the  strength  to  act  on  her 
feelings  and  tell  her  husband  that  she 
wants  to  be  not  with  him  but  with  another 
woman. 

The  world  of  gay  and  women's  liber- 
ation is  so  far  a  young  people's  world:  as 
we  step  outside  the  walls  of  our 
upbringing  we  find  that  our  mother  is 
watching,  knowing  and  yet  not  knowing 
where  her  daughters  are,  wanting  and  yet 
not  wanting  to  be  with  them.D 
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now 

enjoy  fine  food 

ina 

comfortable  space 

any  night  of  the  week 


□raatouRS 

afully  licenced  restaurant 
at  562  church  St.,  toronto    924-1972 


Sunday  to  thursday,  noon  to  10  p.m. 
friday  and  Saturday,  noon  to  1  a.m. 


TheNewAge 


by  Tim  Guest 


The  no  age 


Being  young  is  like  being  suspended  over 
the  future.  Imagine  you're  in  a  plane 
flying  over  unfamiliar  territory,  you  look 
down  and  as  the  landscape  slips  past, 
you're  thinking  of  what  it  might  look  like 
from  the  angle  of  the  ground.  The  flight 
attendants  are  serving  coffee  now,  and 
you're  beginning  to  realize  you  don't 
really  want  to  go  to  Milwaukee. . .  Now, 
standing  by  the  back  door,  parachute 
securely  strapped,  nobody  notices... 
you're  going  to  miss  lunch,  oh  well. .  .so 
you  jump.  And  you're  just  a  puff  in  the 
sky. 

I'm  not  a  kid  any  more.  I  haven't 
been  "just  a  kid"  for  quite  a  while,  but  now 
the  expression  has  an  especially  distant 
meaning:  I've  gotten  older.  And  it's  a 


more  complicated  situation  than  the 
accumulation  of  years.  Being  older,  my 
situation  in  the  world  has  changed,  I'm 
oppressed  differently,  I  have  different 
problems  to  deal  with .  It  used  to  be  that 
all  my  anxiety  was  focused  around  issues 
which  particularly  had  to  do  with  a 
"tender age,"  with  "growing up:" 

I'm  living  at  home.  Every  day  I  spend 
hours  alone  listening  to  "popular 
music; ' '  the  roman  tic  information  is  not 
particularly  vivid  but  it  inspires  enough  to 
send  me  into  waves  of  fantasy.  Everyday 
it 's  like  a  chapter  in  an  obsessive  dream- 
life,  but  none  of  the  dreams  is  ever  lived 
out.  I  of  course  realize  that  I'm  only 
trying  to  escape,  but  from  what?  —  and 
into  what?  I  have  trouble  articulating. 
Really,  it 's  the  isolation  that  gets  me 
down,  the  drama  of  loneliness,  like  what 
women  go  through,  isolated  in  homes. 
But  there  aren  't  any  immediate  solutions 
except  waiting  to  be  older.  Then  lean 
leave  and  perhaps  do  better. 
• 

I'm  late  for  school  almost  every  day; 
it 's  been  this  way  for  almost  twelve  years. 
The  first  class  in  the  morning  I  try  not  to 
be  bored  because  I  know  if  I  start  off  badly 
I'll  be  skipping  classes  in  the  afternoon. 
But  the  rows  of  desks,  the  clock  hands 
moving  so  slowly. . .  Instead  I  think  about 
the  boys  in  the  room,  a  contradictory 
experience,  to  say  the  least.  I'mguilty.  But 
it 's particularly  hard  not  being  able  to 
identify  or  conform  with  them.  Their 
kind  of  hysterical  aggression  gives  me  the 
creeps.  That  aggression,  combined  with 
the  authority /discipline  imposed  on  the 


whole  school  day,  practically  embodies  a 
nightmare  of  sexual  repression. 

• 

I'm  having  to  make  decisions.  Now's 
the  time  I'm  supposed  to  decide  my 
career,  my  fate,  my  future.  But  there's  so 
little  to  choose  from;  it  all  sounds  reason- 
able but  looks  depressing.  I  know  I  have 
to  eat  but  I  don't  want  what's  on  my 
plate.  So  I'm  not  decisive,  just  anxious. 
A  nxious  mostly  over  the  idea  of  being 
different,  defining  myself  against  the 
current,  which  seems  impossible.  But 
then  it's  the  only  decision  I  can  make. 

It's  odd  how  people  looking  back  at 
their  youth  are  overcome  by  waves  of 
nostalgia.  A  Pepsi  commercial  ambience 
prevails  as  they  fondly  recollect  the  years 
in  school, '  'growing  up, "  the  transform- 
ation from  boy-to-man,  girl-to- wife. 
What's  most  appalling,  apart  from  their 
shallow  memories,  is  their  condescension 
in  dealing  with  their  own  past.  On  the 
reverse  side  of  the  coin  are  the  ones  who 
understand  they've  been  through  some 
pain,  but  would  rather  blank  it  out  than 
deal  with  it  as  a  formative  experience.  I 
think  it's  time  to  articulate  not  just  the 
romance,  or  the  violence,  but  the  conflict 
and  the  generalized  oppression  of  youth. 

I  just  had  my  twenty-second  birthday. 
On  my  sixteenth  I  could  drive  a  car,  on  my 
eighteenth  I  could  drink,  vote,  and  go  to 
movies,  on  my  twenty-first  I  became 
sexually  legal.  But  on  my  twenty-second  I 
didn't  get  anything  but  the  rest  of  my  life 
ahead  of  me,  which  makes  for  a  definite 
change  in  the  scenery. 

If  I  were  to  look  into  my  future  I  would 
see  maybe. . .  an  exploding  deck  of  cards, 
a  loaded  image,  a  lot  of  confused  signs. 
People  always  want  to  visualize  their  lives 
as  straight  lines,  but  I  can't  believe  the 
future  is  so  controlled  or  logical  (or  dull). 
And  that  way  of  thinking  just  reinforces 
all  the  worst  ageist  stereotypes:  the 
naievety  of  youth  spreading  into  the 
summer  of  life  fading  into  you-know- 
what  —  old  age.  The  idea  is  too 
depressing. 

So  I've  gotten  older,  but  rather  than 
feeling  "adult"  I'm  just  the  same  as 
always,  only  not  facing  the  particular 
problems  of  being  young.  Meaning, 
perhaps,  I'm  no  age...  or,  like  a  para- 
chutist ,  generally  earthbound  but  zigzag- 
ging in  horizontal .  □ 
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OutlnTheCity 


by  Irwin  Barrer 


Survival  on '  The  Strip' '  after  last  call 


Every  city  has  its  main  street,  but  the 
ramshackle  clutter  cheek  by  jowl  with 
chrome-and-glass  chic  that  characterizes 
Toronto's  Yonge  Street  must  be  unique 
in  the  world.  It's  a  manic  jumble  — 
flashing  neon,  graceful  (if  a  bit  tired) 
Victorian  structures  gutted  at  the  ground 
floor  for  fifties  storefronts,  pinball  ar- 
cades, porn  palaces,  trendy  clothes  shops 
and  the  massive,  high-tech  intrusion  of 
the  Eaton  Centre  plunked  down  in  the 
middle  of  it  all  —  defeating  any  attempt 
to  hype  this  main  street  as  a  grand  boule- 
vard. That's  two  blocks  over,  where  pon- 
derous corporate  mausoleums  rise  above 
the  concrete  flower  boxes  of  University 
Avenue.  Compared  to  that,  Yonge  Street 
is  a  mess.  And  alive. 

It's  reputed  to  be  the  longest  main  street 
in  the  world ;  the  Highway  Bookshop  in 
Cobalt,  Ontario,  nearly  400  kilometres 
north  of  Toronto,  gives  its  address  as 
300,000  Yonge.  The  part  we  are  dealing 
with,  though,  is  limited  to  the  short  stretch 
that  has  its  boundaries  somewhere  be- 
tween Bloor  Street  on  the  north  and 
Queen  on  the  south .  It  is  known  locally 
as  "The  Strip. ' '  To  those  from  the  sub- 
urbs who  only  read  the  Toronto  Sun  (or 
even  its  somewhat  more  polite  cousin,  the 
Star)  it  is  "Sin  Strip,"  a  haven  for  hook- 
ers, hustlers  and  homosexuals,  and  on 
weekends  the  tourists  come  in  from  as  far 
away  as  Don  Mills  to  drive  up  and  down 
the  street  and  gawk .  (The  traffic  moves 
so  slowly  that  the  term '  'carriage  trade' ' 
begins  to  take  on  a  whole  new  meaning.) 
For  the  kids  from  the  burbs,  the  Strip  is 
a  midway,  a  freakshow. 

For  others,  it  is  simply  where  they  live. 
The  Strip  is  home  turf  for  gay  men,  not 
the  only  one,  to  be  sure  —  therearegay 
people  living  all  over  the  city  —  but  cer- 
tainly the  one  held  most  in  common. 
On  this  stretch  of  Yonge  Street,  and  with- 
in a  block  or  two  east  and  west  of  it,  are 
most  of  the  bars,  baths  and  clubs  that 
cater  to  gay  men .  (Some  allow  women  as 
well,  but  none  here  exists  primarily  for 
them.  The  commercial  "scene"  for  les- 
bians in  more  scattered  in  Toronto  and, 
for  obvious  economic  reasons,  less  well 
developed.) 

The  baths  and  clubs  operate  well  into, 
—  and  some  of  them,  through  —  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning,  but  the  bars 
close  tight  at  1 :  00  AM ,  ear lier  than  some 


people  want  to  go  home.  (Maybe  not  you, 
but  some  people.)  The  choices  of  what 
else  to  do  are  minimal ;  hanging  around 
on  street  corners  is  fine,  but  with  winter 
approaching  it  could  lose  its  appeal. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  purpose  of  this 
month's  column:  a  look  at  someof  the 
places  you  could  head  for  if  you  were  to 
find  yourself  standing  at  the  corner  of 
Carlton  and  Yonge  at  1 :  30  AM ,  a  little 
hungry,  and  with  less  than  $5  in  your 
pocket. 

Clearly ,  this  is  not  about  dining  as  a 
gourmet  experience.  Nutritionally  aware 
people  would  shake  their  heads  and  advise 
a  trip  home  to  a  bowl  of  cereal  and  a  good 
night's  sleep.  But  it  is  hard  to  see  and  be 
seen  at  home  (especially  if  you  live  alone), 
and  two  biscuits  of  shredded  wheat ,  while 
filling,  may  not  be  exactly  what  you're 

looking  for. 

• 

What  can  be  said  about  Fran's  that 
•hasn't  been  said  before?  That  the  food 
leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired?  That  the  service 
varies  only  from  friendly  but  slow  to  surly 
and  slow?  That  the  decor  can  only  be  de- 
scribed as  early  non-descript? 

All  of  this  too  many  of  us  know  only 
too  well.  It  would  seem  that  none  of 
Fran's  shortcomings  seem  to  matter;  in  a 
perverse  way  they  seem  to  be  what  makes 
the  place  so  phenomenally  popular.  And 
popular  is  the  only  way  to  describe  a 
restaurant  that  serves  such  incredibly  bad 
food  and  where  customers  line  up  to  wait 
for  tables  at  four  in  the  morning. 

Even  at  that  hour  the  crowd  looks 
decidedly  familiar.  Mainly  because  they 
are.  For  some,  Fran's  is  practically  a 
ritual;  many  of  the  people  you  see  around 
you  were  at  the  bars  before  and  came  here 
directly  after  closing,  or  after  a  visit  to 
one  of  the  ever  more  numerous  after- 
hours  clubs.  Discussion  of  where  you've 
just  come  from  tends  to  dominate  con- 
versation, so  much  so  that  people  are 
apt  to  give  short  shrift  to  one  of  Fran's 
highlights:  the  menu.  Not,  mind  you,  for 
whatit  lists,  but  for  how.  Try  reading 
about  the  Franburger  you  can  have  served 
"in  the  Royal  manner"  or  the  Peach  Pan- 
cake Supreme  "rimmed  and  topped  with 
real  whipped  cream . ' ' 

When  it  actually  comes  down  to  the 
food,  every  visit  to  Fran's  makes  me  want 
to  apply  a  question  once  posed  about 


McDonalds:  what  would  you  eat  if 
there  were  no  place  left  on  earth  but 
Fran's  and  you  couldn't  kill  yourself? 
Not  much,  is  my  conditioned  response. 
At  Fran's,  anything  cooked  to  order  is 
a  reasonably  safe  choice:  eggs,  hambur- 
gers, some  of  the  sandwiches.  Avoid  any- 
thing that  might  have  been  sitting  around 
all  day  and  night  or  anything  pre-cooked 
and  re-heated.  Like  the  french  fries  — 
perhaps  the  worst  I  have  ever  tasted.  On 
the  other  hand,  Fran's  still  makes  milk 
shakes  with  real  milk  and  ice  cream,  and 
will  refill  your  coffee  cup  free  of  charge. 
Fran's  Restaurant,  20  College  Street. 
Open  24  hours  a  day,  every  day. 

• 

The  sign  in  the  window  says  "Austrian 
Fast  Foods . ' '  The  food  is  served  fast ,  but 
any  resemblance  to  "fast  food"  as  we 
commonly  know  it  ends  there. 

Wurstebude  is  a  self-service  restaurant 
that  is  supposed  to  look  like  an  Austrian 
chalet.  It  looks  like  an  Austrian  chalet 
rendered  in  plastic.  But  what  it  lacks  in 
decor  it  makes  up  in  food.  Choose  from  a 
selection  of  deep-fried  schnitzels,  knock- 
wurst  (sausage)  sandwiches  or  an  assort- 
ment of  side  salads .  The  schnitzels  are 
cooked  to  order,  and  all  the  food  is  well- 
seasoned  and  well  worth  the  money 
($2-$3  for  plates;  less  for  sandwiches). 
Deserts  are  pricey  everywhere  these  days, 
but  at  Wurstebude  the  cost  is  justified. 
The  ambience  is  easy  and  pleasant;  the 
restaurant  occupies  a  corner  location 
looking  out  onto  the  Yonge  and  Wellesley 
intersection,  a  haven  for  people  watchers. 
It's  also  a  small  place,  and  therefore 
devoid  of  the  din  that  usually  accom- 
panies larger  restaurants. 

Wurstebude,  572  Yonge  Street.  Open 
until  2  AM  on  weeknights,  3  AM  on 

Saturday  and  Sunday. 

• 

D'  Panzerotto  also  offers  a  corner  view, 
but  there  are  no  tables,  and  eating  while 
standing  at  large  windows  always  makes 
me  feel  uncomfortable  —  I  like  to  enjoy 
food  with  friends,  not  share  the  enjoy- 
ment with  the  immediate  world .  A  certain 
tension  exists  here.  The  place  is  pop- 
ular with  the  kind  of  straight ,  young 
smartasses  who  are  especially  common 
on  weekends,  and  they  are  not  always 
happy  about  sharing  territory  with  gay 


people,  who  are  often  in  the  majority. 
Get  to  know  the  staff;  they  don't  like 
smartasses  either .  This  may  all  sound 
terribly  "concrete  jungle"  which,  for  the 
most  part,  it  isn't,  but  it's  something  to 
consider,  especially  if  you'd  like  to  try  out 
any  of  the  offensive  tactics  you  may  have 
planned  for  Hallowe'en. 

But  to  the  food :  a  panzerotto  is  basic- 
ally a  small  pizza  folded  in  half  to  enclose 
the  topping ,  pinched  at  the  edges  and 
deep  fried.  This  is  the  speciality  de  la 
maison,  and  comes  in  four  varieties,  all 
priced  at  $1.50  and  all  good.  Pizza  by  the 
slice  and  a  selection  of  pasta  dishes  are 
also  available.  If  you  get  hooked,  keep  in 
mind  that  they  deliver. 
II'  Panzerotto,  501  Yonge  Street.  Open 
until  2  AM  on  weekdays,  3  AM  on  Sat- 
urdays, closed  Sundays. 

• 
Patience  is  definitely  a  virtue  at  Aida's  on 
Yonge  Street  above  Wellesley.  There  is 
even  a  sign  warning  you  that  there  will  be 
a  wait.  That '  s  partly  because  they  are 
busy,  but  mostly  because  fallafels  take  a 
long  time  to  cook.  A  fallafel,  the  Middle 
Eastern  version  of  the  hamburger,  is  a 
pita  bread  filled  with  deep-fried  chick  pea 
balls  and  shredded  salad  dressed  with 
tahini  (sesame  seed  paste).  They  contain 
no  meat  and  are  therefore  vegetarian  safe. 
Tasty,  too .  Two  sizes :  small  at  $  1 .  50  and 
largeat  $2.00.  A  choice  of  pastries  at  75C 
each  were  disappointing.  If  you're  still 
hungry  share  a  second  fallafel  with  some- 
one instead. 

Aida's  Fallafel  and  Shish-Kebab  House, 
597  Yonge  Street.  Open  until  2  AM  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights  only. 

• 
My  friend  Maurice  once  described  the 
design  of  Mr  Submarine  as  "cold  turkey . " 
The  very  bright  fluorescent  lighting  com- 
bined with  the  bold  red,  black  and  white 
interior  assaults  your  vision  from  miles 
away —  which  is  about  as  close  as  I've 
ever  been .  Some  people  swear  by  the  sub- 
marine sandwiches  they  serve;  I  just  swear 
at  them.  This  could  be  a  case  of  "don't 
knock  it  until  you've  tried  it,"  but  I 
doubt  that .  Not  even  in  the  interests  of 
expository  journalism  could  I  force  my- 
self in  the  door,  and  the  crowd  inside 
didn't  diminish  my  reservations.  Maybe 
if  they  delivered.  Mr  Submarine  is  at 
locations  too  numerous  to  mention.  □ 
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The  Gay  Health  Guide  by 

Robert  Rowan  &  Paul  Gil- 
lette. This  is  the  most  re- 
liabfe guide  to  gay  and  les- 
bian health  problems  avail- 
able today.  $12.50  plus  50c 
shipping. 


Dancer  from  the  Dance  by 

Andrew  Holleran.  The  bril- 
liant, haunting  novel  of  a 
young  man's  obsessional 
search  for  love  in  the  gay 
world.  The  most  talked  a- 
bout  new  gay  novel  of  the 
year!  $12.95  plus  50c  post. 
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Dance  as  Dance.  Graham 
Jackson's  collection  of  re- 
views and  criticism,  much 
of  which  first  appeared  in 
The  Body  Politic.  Sharp  and^ 
incisive.  $6.95  plus 
30c  postage. 
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"A  Bigger 

Splash. 


. .  .is  one  of  the  strangest,  most 
original  and  visually  provocative  films  to  have  appeared  for 
along  time." 

—  Margaret  Tarratt,  Films  and  Filming 

'  'A  Bigger  Splash  manages  to  portray  an  artist  as  a 
believable,  complex  and  spontaneous  human  being,  and  to 
define  and  analyse  the  peculiar  gifts  that  mark  him  off 
from  other  mortals. ' ' 

—  Nigel  Andrews,  Financial  Times 

"What  .4  Bigger  Splash  achieves  is  a  synthesis  of  documen- 
tary, cinema  verite  and  psychodrama  that's  entirely  original. ' ' 

—  Derek  Malcolm,  A rts  Guardian 

'  'No  film  I  have  seen  this  year  has  left  me  with  quite  so  many 
vivid  visual  images  to  cherish ..." 

—  Jack  Babuscio,  Gay  News 
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The  uses  of  diversity 


Homosexualities:  A  Study  of  Diversity  Among 
Men  and  Women  by  Alan  Bell  and  Martin 
Weinberg.  Simon  and  Schuster  (Musson  in 
Canada),  1978,  $12.95 
This  study  begins  with  anti-gay  stereo- 
types of  the  late  1 960s  such  as  the 
following:  homosexuals  are  unhappy, 
highly  promiscuous,  lonely,  unstable  in 
their  jobs,  alienated  from  organized 
religion,  prone  to  criminal  activity.  In  bed 
and  out  they  play  masculine  or  feminine 
roles.  Their  personalities  tend  to  be 
pathological. 

Ten  years  ago,  Bell  and  Weinberg  set 
about  to  test  the  accuracy  of  such  images. 
Based  on  their  study  of  a  controlled  sam- 
ple of  San  Francisco's  gay  population  in 
1969,  the  researchers  conclude:  most  of 
the  stereotypes  are  untrue,  except  for  cer- 
tain definable  subgroups  of 
homosexuals.  Their  book  is  an  "official 
publication  "  of  what  is  still  popularly 
called  "the  Kinsey  Institute,"  and  is 
introduced  by  Kinsey's  associate  Paul 
Gebhard  as  "the  fulfillment,  not  only  of 
years  of  work ,  but  of  hope  and  a  plan 
conceived  by  Dr  Alfred  Kinsey  some 
three  decades  ago. " 

North  American  gays  have,  at  best,  an 
ambivalent  relationship  with  Professor 
Kinsey,  the  passionate  classifier  first  of 
gall-wasps  and  later  of  human  sexual  be- 
haviour. Kinsey  was  no  proponent  of 
homosexuality.  He  would  stoop  to  using 
the  threat  of  homosexuality  as  an  argu- 
ment for  more  liberal  attitudes  towards 
premarital  heterosex.  Vehemently,  if 
inconsistently,  he  argued  against  the 
existence  of '  'homosexuals; ' '  there  was, 
for  him,  no  gay  lifestyle,  no  gay  culture, 
no  gay  person,  only  homosexual  acts. 
Nevertheless,  his  1948  data  showed  the 
extensiveness  of  homosexual  experience 
and  led  to  his  argument  that  an  experience 
so  commonplace  could  hardly  be  termed 
abnormal,  much  less  suppressed.  Gay 
activists  used  both  his  data  and  his 
argument  in  react. vating  modern  gay 
liberation.  Likewise,  his  clumsy  0-7  scale, 
as  scientifically  indefensible  as  his  bizarre 
notion  of  "sexual  outlet,"  managed  to 
catch  the  popular  imagination  and 
suggest  the  wide  range  of  so-called  bi- 
sexual behaviour.  This  has  been  an  ad- 
vantage to  gay  liberation  but,  by 
promoting  the  familiar  "bisexual 
evasion,"  it  has  also  been  a  disadvantage. 

Much  of  Kinsey's  work  is  intellectually 
embarrassing,  yet  without  him  our 
movement  might  still  be  just  beginning  to 
reawaken.  The  most  penetrating  study  of 
Kinsey  to  date  is  Paul  Robinson's  in  The 
Modernization  of  Sex.  Robinson  sees  that 
the  man  is  important  not  because  of  his 
ability  to  reason  or  think  or  perform 
elegant  science,  but  because  of  his  in- 
fluence. He  makes  a  strong  case  for 
Kinsey,  despite  the  handicaps,  as  "an 
attractive,  even  a  heroic  figure  in  our 
intellectual  history." 

Bell  and  Weinberg  are  at  pains  to 
overcome  Kinsey's  statistical  weakness, 
and  they  may  overcompensate  for  it ; 
more  energy  seems  to  have  gone  into  data 
processing  than  into  understanding  the 
premises  and  conclusions  of  the  study. 


Although  sometimes  silently  at  odds  with 
the  1948  Sexual  Behaviour  in  the  Human 
Male,  they  are  truly  Kinsey's  kind  in  their 
dedication  to  demonstrating  diversity  in 
human  sexual  acts  and  related  activity, 
and  in  making  a  plea  for  vague  Tolerance 
and  Understanding  based  on  Recognized 
Diversity. 

But  Bell  and  Weinberg,  unlike  Kinsey, 
cannot  be  called  heroic.  Their  beginning 
point,  testing  the  stereotypes,  limits  their 
accomplishment.  It's  much  as  if  one  were 
to  study  Jews  by  testing  the  negative 
images  perpetrated  by  Christian  anti- 
semitism  (Question:  do  Jews  lend  money 
at  higher  rates  than  Christians?  Answer: 
some  do,  some  don't.) 


other  male  homosexuals  for  friends 
primarily  because  of  potential  erotic 
interest.  Surely  they  should  have  at  least 
tested  another  explanation  (one  I  would 
guess  to  be  the  more  likely) :  we  choose 
close  friends  primarily  because  of  shared 
experience,  interests,  assumption.  We 
don't  like  to  have  to  keep  justifying,  say, 
the  baths  or  our  anti-nuclear-family 
attitudes  to  our  friends,  so  we  choose 
friends  who  are  already  with  us  on  these 
things. 

This  book's  key  theoretical  offering 
is  the  delineation  of  five  types  of 
homosexuals .  They  are  (beware  of  values 
hidden  in  the  rubrics):  close-coupled; 
open-coupled;  functional;  dys- 
functionals;  asexuals.  Although  these 
"pure  types' '  don't  include  us  all,  they 
offer  a  typology  from  which  the  others 
may  be  analyzed  as  mixed  types .  Bell  and 
Weinberg  wanted  to  break  open  each  of 


Kinsey  and  his  kind:  The  legacy  of  Alfred 
Kinsey  (left)  lives  on  in  the  research  of 
Martin  Weinberg  (top)  and  Alan  Bell. 


Beginning  with  the  stereotypes  inevit- 
ably dulls  the  study's  sensitivity.  Its  study 
of  "Overtness,"  for  example,  tests  how 
"out"  gays  were.  Bell  and  Weinberg 
asked  respondents  whether  various  rela- 
tives, employers,  fellow  workers,  friends, 
or  neighbours  "either  knew  about  or  sus- 
pected their  homosexuality. ' '  Coming 
from  the  outside  this  question  seems 
appropriate;  but  from  within,  we  all 
know  how  easily  we  assume  our 
associates  "know"  or  "suspect,"  and 
how  often  these  straights  blind  them- 
selves not  only  to  clues  but  even  to  hard 
evidence.  From  within,  a  more  reliable 
question  would  have  been:  "Have  you 
ever  said  to  your  father,  'I  am  homo- 
sexual' and  received  acknowledgement 
fromhim  that  he  believes  you?" 

Bell  and  Weinberg  are  not  particularly 
careful  to  avoid  loaded  language.  When 
analyzing  partners,  for  example,  they  use 
words  like  "instability"  and  "fidelity," 
words  heavy  with  implied  judgements 
Sometimes  they  overlook  what  to  a  gay 
person  would  be  obvious.  They  guess,  tor 
example,  that  male  homosexuals  prefer 
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the  anti-gay  stereotypes  by  showing,  for 
example,  that  not  all  homosexuals  are 
unhappy  as  homosexuals  —  just  a 
certain  subgroup  of  them  are.  And  thus: 
not  homosexuality  but  homosexualities. 

From  within  gay  culture,  we  are  all 
aware  of  the  extraordinary  diversity  of 
gay  women  and  men .  But  we  are  also 
aware  of  continuities  beyond  our  sexual 
behaviour,  aware  that  we  share  an  over- 
lapping experience  that  could  be  called 
simply  "homosexual"  or  "gay."  Much 
as  Kinsey  liked  to  demote  the  importance 
ofsomekindsof  sexual  expression,  Bell 
and  Weinberg  want  to  demote  the  sense 
of  unified  or  shared  experience  among 
gays.  They  want  "homosexual"  toapply 
only  to  our  erotic  lives. 

I  question  this  motive,  and  suggest  that 
we  not  run  so  quickly  as  they  do  from  that 
basic  stereotype  that  informs  all  the 
others:  that  we  are  all  alike.  I  suggest  that 
we  question  the  functionof  that  stereo- 
type more  penetratingly.  Wc  might  be 
guided  here  by  some  remarks  Joseph 
Cady  makes  in  an  essay  on  Whitman  to  be 
published  later  this  year.  Cady  says  that 
"the  false  images  of  homosexuality  that 


have  been  held  up  as  signs  of  the  menace 
homosexuals  supposedly  represent" 
—  the  very  stereotypes  Bell  and 
Weinberg  are  concerned  with  —  "have 
often  been  displacements  of  the  real 
threats  our  situation  poses  and 
are  usually  inversions  of  them. ' '  One 
example  is  that  of  the  gay  male  as  in- 
effectual and  petty;  this  image  inverts  the 
real  threat  that  loving  men  pose  to  a  com- 
petitive, hierarchical  system. 

Following  Cady' s  insight,  we  may  see 
that  the  anti-gay  stereotype  of  us  as  all 
alike  is  based  in  a  fundamental  fear:  the 
fear  that  we  do  have  a  common 
experience  which  would  lead  us  to  chal- 
lenge heterosexual  power  structures.  It 
follows  that  our  first  concern  is  to  accept 
andreinvert  the  stereotype,  to  articulate 
our  commonality  rather  than  to  try,  as 
Bell  and  Weinberg  do,  to  disprove  it. 

We  can  grant,  to  be  sure,  most  of  the 
variety  they  demonstrate.  But  we  must 
also  protest  that  they  made  no  attempt  to 
delineate  the  experience  we  all  share. 
What  if  they  had  tested  for  various  forms 
of  perceived  oppression?  Question:  how 
often  this  year  did  you  experience  homo- 
phobia on  the  job?  Question:  how  many 
anti-gay  remarks  have  you  heard  in  the 
last  month?  Question:  how  often  have 
you  been  abused  for  holding  your  lover's 
hand  in  public?  Question:  how  often  has 
the  fear  of  consequences  led  you  to  play 
heterosexual? 

By  omitting  the  bases  of  our  unity  and 
stressing  the  differences  among  us, 
Homosexualities  offers  no  threat  to  the 
heterosexual  majority.  In  1948,  Kinsey 
shocked  the  public;  in  1978,  Bell  and 
Weinberg  will  lull  it  with  the  assurance 
that  we  are  divisible.  And  division  is  the 
first  step  to  conquering. 

Had  they  followed  one  of  the  most 
disturbing  (to  the  general  public)  kinds  of 
division  which  Kinsey  showed,  gay 
activists  might  welcome  it:  the  division  of 
sexual  and  sex-related  behaviour  based 
on  class  .But  Homosexualities  draws  a 
majority  of  its  respondents  from  the  solid 
middle  class,  which  neatly  blocks  any 
pursuit  of  Kinsey's  discovery. 

The  book 's  epilogue  is  surely  one  of  the 
most  naive  documents  on  gay  politics 
ever  written.  It  assumes  that  legislators, 
community  leaders,  etc,  will  change  their 
attitudes  towards  homosexuals  once  they 
read  this  and  other  such  books  that  show 
how  few  "homosexual  men  and  women 
conform  to  the  hideous  stereotype  most 
people  have  of  them . ' ' 

No  doubt  the  necessary  rearguard 
actions  of  a  broad  gay  movement ,  such  as 
those  of  lobbying  groups,  will  be  able  to 
make  use  of  Homosexualities.  But  we 
need  to  remember  that  those  are 
rearguard.  The  main  thrust  of  the 
changing  situation  of  gay  people  has  not 
come,  and  will  not  come,  from 
professionals  studying  us,  no  matter  how 
sophisticated  their  statistics.  Kinses . 
even,  did  not  make  our  liberation 
movement  —  we  have  used  him  to  make 
it,  ourselves.  Our  strength  results  from 
our  coming  out ,  personally  and  unambig- 
uous! v,  and  from  developing  political 
power  based  on  our  common  experience 
of  oppression. 

Developing  DO!  our  homosexualities 
hut  our  homosexuality. 

h>  Michael  l.vnch 
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Performers  and  spectators:  singers  cele- 
brated women  loving  women;  visitors 
from  across  North  America  soaked  up 
the  rays  of  the  sun  at  the  largest  yet 
Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festival 


Forgetting  Tuesday  morning 

A  view  of  the  Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festival 


Picture  an  Amazon  Odyssey.  Visualize 
thousands  of  women  —  from  Oregon  to 
Ontario  —  converging  on  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  upstate  Michigan. 

For  four  glorious  days,  we  might  fan- 
tasize that  this  indeed  was  our  world,  that 
reality  was  6,000  dykes  living  and  loving 
together  on  the  land ,  sharing  our  music 
and  our  common  vision. 

Not  so,  unfortunately.  As  one  of  the 
last  performers  on  Sunday  night  pointed 
out,  Tuesday  morning  meant  facing  the 
"real"  world  of  work,  cities  —  and  men. 

The  3rd  Michigan  Womyn's  Music 
Festival,  which  took  place  August  17  to 
20  near  Hesperia,  Michigan,  was  inten- 
ded to  celebrate  "our  continuing  process 
of  rebirth  —  and  as  a  supportive  en- 
vironment in  which  we  can  learn  from  one 
another,  grow  within  ourselves,  and  real- 
ize the  powerful  possibilities  of  our  emer- 
ging womyn's  culture." 

The  kind  of  interaction  the  festival 
fostered  in  general  and  the  numbers  of 
women  responding  to  that  kind  of 
"reality"  was  somewhat  disappointing. 
The  possibilities  were  there,  but  somehow 
we  did  not  create  a  community,  but  rather 
a  temporary  refuge,  which  suffered  from 
the  differing  perspectives  and 
expectations  of  the  organizers  and  of  the 
women  attending  the  festival. 

The  layout  of  the  site  and  organiz- 
ation before  the  festival  was  the  work  of 
the  We  Want  The  Music  Collective,  a 
highly  skilled  group  of  women  working 
out  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Michigan.  It's 
difficult  to  conceive  how  they  have  sur- 
vived three  of  these  events  —  the 
engineering,  planning  and  execution  of  a 
women's  (or  womyn's,  as  they  prefer) 
music  festival  is  a  mammoth 
undertaking. 

In  the  detailed  pamphlet  distributed  all 
over  Canada  and  the  US  prior  to  the  fes- 
tival, they  explained  that  they  viewed 
their  role  during  the  festival  as 
encompassing,  among  other  things, 
minute-to-minute  tasks  as  well  as  work- 
shifts  in  such  areas  as  food  preparation, 
child-care,  registration,  security,  health- 
care and  parking.  However,  they 
emphasized  that  these  tasks  were  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  community,  and  that 
everyone  at  the  festival  was  expected  to 
contribute  at  least  one  work  shift. 

Most  of  us  attending  did  not  appear  to 
recognize  these  responsibilities. 
Repeatedly,  before  concerts  and  between 
acts,  the  emcee  Robin  Tyler  would  call 
out  for  dozens  of  volunteers  to  replace 
women  who  had  been  staffing  the 
parking  or  registration  areas  for  hours,  or 


to  sign  up  for  unclaimed  shifts.  Very  few 
were  willing  to  leave  their  carefully  staked- 
out  spots  in  the  performance  area  either 
before  or  during  the  concerts,  which 
featured  most  of  the  stars  of  the 
alternative  women's  music  network  in  the 
US. 

This  element  strongly  coloured  my 
image  of  the  gathering.  Instead  of  seeing 
a  community  of  strong,  political  women 
building  together  the  supports  needed  for 
the  musical  events,  I  saw  an  audience  of 
fans  waiting  to  admire  their  favourite 
performers. 

But  I  saw  many  other  things  I  never 
could  have  imagined.  I  saw,  two  nights  in 
a  row,  thousands  and  thousands  of 
women  howling  and  paying  homage  to 
the  moon.  It  was  a  chilling  and  exhil- 
arating sight.  I  heard  singers  and  songs 
celebrating  women  loving  women,  with 
joy,  skill,  and  vision  —  powerful  music, 
filling  us  with  strength  for  our  struggle. 

There  were  four  concerts  beginning  at 
dusk,  on  each  of  the  four  nights.  It  seems 
that  no  Michigan  Festival  is  complete 
without  a  torrential  storm  —  Friday 
night's  concert  was  cut  short  just  as  the 
rain  began  to  fall.  The  storm,  apparently 
the  worst  in  that  area  in  thirty-seven 
years,  tore  down  more  than  one  tent  and 
created  a  few  interesting  obstacles  on  the 
trails  leading  out  of  the  campsite. 
Everyone  seemed  to  treat  the  storm  good- 
naturedly  despite  a  few  wet  sleeping- 
bags,  and  Saturday  night's  crowd  report- 
edly pushed  the  8,000 mark. 

The  concerts  featured  several  per- 
formers whose  music  is  recorded  or  dis- 
tributed by  Olivia  Records,  a  west-coast 
women's  music  company  —  Woody 
Simmons,  Linda  Tillery,  Robin  Flower, 
Meg  Christian  and  Teresa  Trull . 
Therese  Edell  made  her  Michigan  debut; 
as  did  Michelle  Rosewoman,  a  brilliant 
rising  star  in  the  predominantly  male 
domain  of  progressive  jazz;  and 
Isquierda,  a  quartet  of  women  from 
Oregon  whose  original  songs  employ 
both  Spanish  and  English  lyrics  and  en- 
chanting vocal  harmonies. 

The  hit  of  the  festival  was  the  group 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  who  closed 
Sunday '  s  concert .  Their  four  voices  com- 
bined in  rich  a  capella  harmonies  in  the 
traditional  black  choral  style.  Their  in- 
spiring songs  speak  of  their  heritage  and 
struggle  as  blacks,  their  oppression  and 
exploitation  as  women,  and  the  many  ills 
facing  industrial  society  —  wars,  nuclear 
energy,  racism,  classism  and  sexism. 

Saturday  night's  bill  included  Si  rani 
Avedis,  a  singer  /  songwriter  from 


Chicago.  She  performed  one  song  which, 
she  explained,  caused  her  to  be  banned 
from  performing  at  a  women's 
coffeehouse  in  San  Diego.  The  song  was 
addressed  to  a  straight  woman  and  asked 
if  "he"  could  really  make  love  or  under- 
stand her  like  a  woman  could.  Both  the 
harsh  lyrics  and  her  between-song  patter 
incited  very  intense  anti-male  sentiments 
in  the  crowd .  There  was  definitely  a  mob 
feeling  to  the  cheering  and  hollering. 

Here  was  another  element  of  the  fes- 
tival which  I  found  incongruous.  This 
was  not  strictly  a  lesbian  music  festival, 
nor  a  "separatist"  event.  Whiletheneed 
and  desire  to  be  free  of  male  presence  can 
be  at  times  overwhelming  —  and  the 
realization  of  it  liberating  —  it  was  dis- 
turbing to  see  this  sentiment  translated 


into  violent  expressions  of  hatred. 

It  is  doubtful  that  the  majority  of 
women  attending  the  festival  lead  strict 
separatist  lifestyles.  Though  most  of  us, 
at  best,  harbour  ambivalent  feelings 
about  men,  many  of  us  have  male  co- 
workers, work  with  gay  men  in  the 
movement,  or  have  brothers  and  sons  we 
love.  I  wonder  how  lesbian  mothers  with 
sons  felt  when  they  saw  the  flyers  and 
posters  advertising  the  festival  as  "open 
to  womyn  of  all  ages  and  boys  under  six 
years  old"?  In  the  wordy  pamphlet 
detaili  ng  j  ust  about  every  element  of  the 
festival  from  parking  to  pets,  the 
organizers  found  no  room  to  explain  the 
rationale  behind  this  policy,  which  it 
seems  would  be  a  minimal  requirement. 

Out  of  the  forty-odd  workshops  offer- 
ed by  women  attending  the  festival,  not 
one  dealt  with  attitudes  towards  men. 
There  was  one  workshop  entitled '  'Tac- 
tical Suggestions  for  Verbal  Combat: 
Effective  Replies  to  1001  Stupid  Things 
People  (sic)  Say . ' '  Several  workshops 
were  listed  for  "womynborn/ lesbians 
only. ' '  There  was  even  an  allowance  for 
"womonchild  space  away  from  boys"  in 
childcare.  I  wasn't  aware  that  this  was  part 
of  the  "new  and  powerful  possibilities  of 
our  emerging  womyn ' s  culture. " 

Nevertheless,  this  sort  of  congregation 
could  hardly  fail  to  have  impact,  and 
Monday  morning  was  a  sad  time  —  hard 
to  believe  that  it  was  over.  I  will  never 
forget  the  infinite  variety  in  the  women's 
faces  and  bodies,  the  eagerness  to  share 
and  learn  which  I  discovered  at  the  work- 
shops, and  the  complex,  powerful  energy 
which  gathered  on  that  land  for  those 
four  days.  The  sight  of  thousands  of 
women  together  worshipping  the  moon, 
soaking  up  the  sun,  singing  for  each 
other  and  for  themselves,  was  enough  to 
convince  the  most  hardened  of  political 
hard-liners  that  there  is  indeed  something 
to  sisterhood. 

by  Elizabeth  Bolton  □ 


mm 

Will  the  real  David  Watmough. . .? 


No  More  Into  the  Garden:  The 
Chronicles  of  Davey  Bryant  by  David 
Watmough.  Doubleday  Canada,  1978,  $7.95 

In  this  novel  David  Watmough  is  working 
with  a  dangerously  familiar  theme  —  the 
realization  after  years  of  effort  that  one 
cannot  return  to  the  garden  of  perceived 
childhood  innocence  and  beauty.  The 
only  kink  here  is  that  the  protagonist  is  a 
homosexual,  still  a  rarity  in  Canadian 
publishing.  But  a  theme  so  often  central 
to  fiction  really  doesn't  offer  a  first  novel- 
ist, even  one  with  Watmough's  writing 
experience,  much  of  an  opportunity  to 
strut  his  stuff.  Since  little  that  is  new  can 
be  said,  the  how  of  saying  it  becomes  all 
important. 

Oddly,  Watmough  has  chosen  a  struc- 
ture that  severely  limits  his  possibilities. 
For  this  is  not  really  a  novel  but  a  series  of 
short  stories  in  chronological  order,  each 
with  the  same  central  character,  Davey 
Bryant .  Two  of  the  chapters  had 
previously  been  published  separately  and 
indeed  they  all  stand  quite  nicely  on  their 
own. 

The  first  chapter  shows  Davey  as  a  boy 
in  that  illusive  garden,  Christmas  in 
Cornwall  with  a  cousin,  stuffing  pur- 
loined goodies  into  their  mouths.  Other 
scenes  include:  walking  the  streets  of  Paris 
witha(literally)  dirty  old  man  whose 
colourful  English  dialect,  gleaned  from 
the  Welsh  Guards,  uses  "fucking"  for 


"very' ' ;  teaching  in  a  small  school  in  an 
English  backwater  where  a  precocious 
school-girl  is  given  to  fondling  his  geni- 
tals; the  meeting  after  many  years  at 
which  he  discovers  the  older  woman 
who  first  made  love  to  him  was  actually  in 
love  with  his  father. 

The  episodic  nature  of  No  More  Into 
The  Garden  means  the  complexity  of 
character  and  situation  necessary  in  a  real 
novel  is  not  possible  here.  Davey  is  the 
only  character  who  figures  prominently 
in  more  than  one  chapter  and  his  is  a  char- 
acterization more  suited  to  the  lesser  de- 
mands of  a  short  story . 

Davey  Bryant  is  an  autobiographical 
creation,  or  so  we  are  repeatedly  assured. 
Each  episode  is  introduced  by  a  prefatory 
paragraph  in  the  author's  voice 
discussing  some  aspect  of  his  relationship 
with  Davey:  "But  Davey,  my  shadowy 
self-love,"  "You  are  too  close  to  me, 
Davey,  my  quintuple  senses,  for  me  to 
have  omniscience, ' ' '  'And  even  now,  in 
1977,  David  Watmough  needs  psychic 
wounds  muted  through  my  beloved 
scapegoat. ' '  These  coy  Davey- Bryant-is- 
but-isn't-David- Watmough  paragraphs 
supposedly  add  depth  but  they  are 
extremely  irritating  for  the  reader.  They 
are  in  fact  self-indulgent. 

Watmough  has  a  good  ear  and  his 
dialogue  is  often  superb.  Vocabulary  and 
speech  patterns  are  nearly  always  appro- 
priate even  when  the  content  seems  false. 
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Unlike  much  written  dialect  which  dis- 
tracts, Watmough's  rendering  of  the 
Cornwall  dialect  adds  realistic  and  touch- 
ing beauty. 

The  finest  aspect  of  No  More  Into  The 
Garden  is  Watmough's  ability  to  capture 
an  exquisite  moment  of  anger,  fear  or 
lust:  a  probing  hand  up  the  back  of  a 
pretty  boy's  shirt,  an  almost  hysterical 
kiss  on  the  lips  of  a  French  priest.  While 
in  the  Royal  Navy,  Davey  is  sent  to  the 
Observation  Unit  for  disobeying  orders 
and  is  cajoled  into  giving  the  ward  orderly 
a  blow-job.  Only  when  he  is  finished  does 
the  reality  of  the  ward  come  crashing  in: 
"  'What  about  me,  mate?  Will  you  do  me 
now?'  'If  you  loiked  what  he  gave  you, 
boy-o,  you'll  fucking  faint  over  this'n 
here! '  Fool !  Bloody  fool  to  think  they 
had  all  conveniently  slept  while  my  Sick 
Bay  Attendant  had  insisted  his  great  prick 
be  paid  tribute.  Fool  even  more  to  think 
their  silence  had  spelled  respect  for  my 
privacy.  Every  owner  of  these  hoarse 
voices  now  calling  out  their  claims  had 
only  been  waiting  in  line  for  the  new 
whore... No,  not  every  voice  —  tor  amid 
the  contemptuous  requests  and  fierce 
demands  now  came  other  commentaries. 
'Filthy  little  brownhatter !  They  should 
fucking  well  lock  yer  up!' " 

All  residual  guilt  about  our  own  homo- 
sexuality wells  up  to  share  the  agony  of 
Davey 's  humiliation. 

This  and  a  few  other  passages  make 
much  of  the  rest  of  the  novel  seem  worse 
than  it  really  is.  When  Watmough  most 
tries  to  affect  us,  particularly  towards  the 
end  of  the  novel,  he  becomes  pompous 
and  dishonest.  What  little  sense  of  irony 
he  has  completely  dissolves  into  cheap 
sentimentality. 

Still,  there  is  not  much  gay  Canadian 
fiction  and  the  price  is  a  low  $7.95.  No 
More  Into  The  Garden  is  at  least  a  good, 
quick  read,  great  for  a  cool  autumn 
evening.  There  is  a  directness  and  clarity 
about  Davey 's  story  but  it  is  the  waxed 
clarityofa  Mr  Clean  shine  —  all  surface. 
David  Watmough's  imagination  can  hold 
us,  but  only  briefly. 

byPaulFPearceD 


Stains  on  the  sheets 

Ruling  Passions  by  Tom  Driberg.  Stein  &  day 
(McGraw-Hill  Ryerson  in  Canada),  1978,  $1 1 .95 

British  author  /  statesman  Tom  Driberg 
died  in  1976.  In  1975,  when  he  was  seven- 
ty, he  became  Baron  Brad  well.  Decades 
earlier,  when  he  was  twelve,  he  started 
having  sex  in  washrooms.  His 
posthumously  published  autobiography, 
Ruling  Passions,  recounts  his  achieve- 
ments and  pleasures  with  equal  candor. 

Very  near  the  beginning  of  the  book ,  he 
itemizes  those  passions  which  started 
early  and  held  sway  till  the  end: ' '  'devi- 
ant' sex,  'exotic'  religion  —  and  Left- 
wing  politics. ' '  The  relish  he  takes  in  pro- 
claiming his  diversity  is  disarming  but  al- 
so irritating.  The  self-congratulatory 
tone  crops  up  too  often,  and  though  there 
are  many  instances  when  Driberg  shows 
himself  to  be  witty  and  compassionate, 
there  are  just  as  many  when  he  settles  for 
being  either  coy  or  clinical. 

Driberg,  who  describes  the  family  as 
"an  institution  destructive  of  trueaffec- 
tion,  a  nexus  of  possessiveness,  vin- 
dictiveness  and  jealousy,"  seems  to  have 
just  basis  for  his  generalization.  His  own 
parents  were  strictly  Victorian:  an  old 
woman  who  kept  bees  and  an  old  man 
who  didn't  have  much  to  say.  That  he 
dwells  on  them  at  more  length  than  on 
any  other  one  topic  offers  evidence  of 
their  persistent,  if  unwelcome,  influence. 

After  graduating  from  Oxford, 
Driberg  went  to  London  where,  through 


the  intervention  of  Edith  Sitwell,  he 
landed  a  job  on  Lord  Beaverbrook's 
Daily  Express.  Under  the  pseudonym  of 
William  Hickey ,  he  wrote  a  daily  column 
that  was  an  odd  mix  of  gossip  about  those 
with  privilege  and  of  concern  for  those 
without  it.  In  1 942  he  was  elected  to 
Parliament  as  an  Independent;  in  1945  he 
became  a  Labour  MP.  Later  he  was 
elected  to  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  party  and  eventually  became 
its  chairman.  The  manuscript  for  the 
autobiography  was  left  incomplete  at 
Driberg' s  death  and  only  covers  up  to  the 
mid-50's. 

"That  it  is  possible  for  a  practicing 
homosexual  to  do  an  adequate  job  in 
public  life,  but  that  if  it  is  known  that  he  is 
homosexual  he  will  be  subject  to  dis- 
crimination ,"  is  what  Driberg  puts  forth 
as  the  two-fold  theme  of  his  book .  But  if 
he  himself  didn't  say  so,  it  would  be  hard 
to  guess.  The  book  is  a  hodge-podge  of 
anecdotes,  excerpts  from  his  old 
columns,  and  fleeting  appearances  by 


Right  on;  near  Ms 

The  High  Cost  of  Living  by  Marge  Piercy . 
Harper  &  Row  (Fitzhenry  &  Whiteside  in 
Canada),  1978,  $12.95 

Burning  Questions  byAlix  Kates  Shulman. 
Alfred  A  Knopf  (Random  House),  1978,  $11. 25 

A  writer  who  takes  a  confused  and  not 
particularly  bright  person  as  the  protag- 
onist of  a  novel  must  know  how  to  turn 
even  a  downright  dull  life  into  interesting 
reading.  Marge  Piercy  has  not  managed 
todo  this  in  her  latest  novel,  The  High 
Cost  of  Living,  and  as  a  result  we  are  in- 
formed about  various  events  in  the  life  of 
a  lesbian  graduate  student  in  Detroit  but 
are  no  more  enlightened  about  the 
characters'  situations  than  they  are 
themselves. 

A  glaring  example  of  this  lack  of 
distance  between  the  subject  matter  and 
the  novel,  between  life  and  art,  is  the 
failure  to  explain  why  the  main  character, 


Four  writers:  (from  top  left)  Alix  Kates 
Shulman,  David  Watmough,  Marge 
Piercey  and  Tom  Driberg 


well-knowns  like  Evelyn  Waugh,  Aleister 
Crowley,  Marianne  Faithful  and  W  H 
Auden.  Theonly  really  apparent  motif  is 
the  author's  horniness.  Driberg  was  ex- 
uberantly and  unapologet  ically  promis- 
cuous and  offers  vivid  stories  of  his  en- 
counters with  men  from  the  working 
class,  duly  noting  position,  sizes  and 
more  than  one  kind  of  stain  on  the  sheets. 
His  marriage  to  a  woman  in  1951  is 
completely  ignored. 

In  a  postscript,  political  colleague 
Michael  Foot  says  that  Driberg's  "ruling 
homosexual  passion  had  condemned  him 
to  a  life-time  of  deep  loneliness."  The 
autobiography's  silence  about  such  larger 
feelings  is  perhaps  its  most  serious  short- 
coming. After  reading  it ,  one  still  can't 
tell  whether  Foot's  statement  is  just  acase 
of  a  straight  friend  meaning  well  and  get- 
ting it  wrong,  or  a  sad  fact . 

by  David  Livingstone 


Leslie,  remains  unaware  of  her  own 
oppression  as  a  woman. 

The  fact  that  Leslie  refuses  to  part- 
icipate in  feminist  activities  and  chooses 
instead  to  work  for  a  professor  who  treats 
her  like  a  servant  does  not  necessarily 
convict  the  author  of  anti-feminism.  But 
to  simply  describe  what  a  passive  and 
alienated  woman  does,  without  giving  the 
reader  hints  about  how  she  managed  to 
avoid  a  feminist  consciousness  despite  the 
fact  that  she  clearly  knows  about 
feminism,  is  neither  artistically  nor 
politically  adequate. 

Leslie's  world  consists  of  a  few  ob- 
sessions: a  very  male  academic  supervisor 
and  his  very  feminine  wife,  a 
melodramatic  seventeen-year-old 
straight  woman,  and  a  French  Canadian 
gay  man  who  is  also  fascinated  by  the 
young  woman .  There  are  superficial  des- 
criptions of  Detroit,  of  a  nameless 
university,  and  of  a  karate  tournament , 


but  none  of  these  environments  comes  to 
life  or  adds  anything  to  our  knowledge  of 
Leslie.  Her  life  consists  of  isolated  events 
in  which  she  is  usually  a  passive  and  un- 
thinking participant. 

The  only  potentially  non-boring  event, 
a  sexual  "encounter' '  between  Leslie  and 
the  gay  man ,  is  described  like  an  anatomy 
lesson  —  will  he  get  it  up?  will  she  come? 
—  and  when  the  two  of  them  turn  against 
each  other  afterwards,  the  reader  is  left  to 
provide  his  /  her  own  explanations  for  the 
sudden  hatred.  The  topic  of  sexual  re- 
lations between  gay  men  and  lesbians  is 
too  easily  appropriated  by  straight 
voyeurs  and  used  for  anti-gay  purposes 
(eg,  the  film  A  Different  Story).  Piercy 
apparently  wanted  to  deal  with  it  from  the 
inside,  but  she  fails  to  show  the  necessary 
emotional  depth  and  political  sensibility. 

In  contrast  to  Piercy's  neglect  of 
feminism,  Alix  Shulman's  Burning 
Questions  provides  a  warm,  direct 
account  of  one  woman's  personal  and 
political  development  from  the  heart  of 
American  redneck-land  to  the  furthest 
reaches  of  the  women's  movement.  Its 
form  is  that  of  a  fictional  autobiography, 
entitled  "  My  Li  fe  as  a  Rebel ,"  and 
throughout  the  book  Shulman  quotes 
from  the  biographies  of  women  revolu- 
tionaries from  Emma  Goldman  to 
Angela  Davis,  emphasizing  that  the 
women  who  pioneered  the  modem  fem- 
inist movement  and  those  who  are  still 
working  at  it  are  no  less  "makers  of  his- 
tory" than  the  stormers  of  the  Bastille. 

Shulman  may  not  be  a  brilliant  novel- 
ist, but  her  simple,  colloquial  style  is  ex- 
tremely effective  in  making  the  reader 
understand  why  an  only  slightly 
exceptional  woman  could  so  easily  turn 
from  a  housewife  into  a  revolutionary . 
Example:  "The  truth  was,  I'd  never 
thought  women  were  treated  unfairly 
given  their  difference;  I'd  only  thought  me 
treated  unfairly  to  have  been  born  one. ' ' 

This  mixture  of ' '  the  correct  line"  and 
personal  reminiscence  comes  as  a  refresh- 
ing break  after  having  to  swallow  Piercy '  s 
deadpan  descriptions  of  one  woman's 
dismal  politics  —  "She  never  felt  much 
in  common  with  gay  men, "  Piercy  writes 
about  Leslie. ' ' It  was  like  telling  her  she 
ought  to  feel  empathy  with  child  moles- 
ters because  they  were  both  defined  by  the 
law  as  sexual  deviants. ' ' 

The  weakest  point  of  the  novel  is  the 
unexplored  lesbianism  of  the  main  char- 
acter, Zane.  After  numerous  and  rather 
obvious  hints,  she  finally  becomes  aware 
of  her  love  for  another  woman,  but  the 
topic  of  lesbian  relations  is  treated  from  a 
narrowly  political  perspective.  Zane's 
affair  comes  at  the  height  of  her  political 
involvement,  and  her  comments  are 
limited  to  repeating  feminist  common- 
places: the  emotional  aspects  of  loving 
another  woman  go  unmentioned,  and  in 
any  case  the  topic  is  quickly  dropped, 
without  explaining  whether  or  not  Zane 
"comes  out . "  One  suspects  that  Shulman 
is  not  comfortable  dealing  with  lesbian- 
ism; perhaps  she  would  have  done  better 
to  stay  off  the  topic  altogether. 

Despite  the  ambiguity  concerning  les- 
bianism, Shulman's  novel  makes  good 
reading  for  all:  women  over  30  who  can 
identify  with  the  story,  younger  women 
who  all  too  easily  forget  that  the  women's 
movement  wasn't  always  there,  and  men 
who  want  to  find  out  where  all  these 
uppity  women  came  from. 

by  Mariana  Valvrrdr 


Coming  soon: 

The  Bearded  Lady 
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Tales  of  the  City  by  Armistead  Maupin . 
Harper  &  Row  (Fitzhenry  &  Whiteside  in 
Canada),  1978,  $7.50 

Tales  of  the  City  is  a  delightful  little  squib 
in  many  ways.  The  giggles  start  on  page 
one  when  Mary- Ann  Singleton,  on  vaca- 
tion from  Cleveland ,  realizes  her  mood 
ring  is  blue  and  decides  to  stay  in  San 
Francisco.  There  isn't  a  foible  or  a 
Philistine  you  can  think  of  that  escapes 
the  scalpel  of  Maupin'swit.  Like  Evelyn 
Waugh,  he  dissects  everyone. 

Gay  people  are  among  the  specimens. 
Not  surprisingly,  we  come  out  looking 
healthier  than  the  hets.  Not  surprising 
because  it's  a  gay  world  in  there  —  a 
world  of  cruising  and  casual  sex. 

We  were,  after  all,  the  pioneers.  It's 
open  for  heterosexual  settlement  now,  at 
least  in  places  like  San  Francisco,  but 
they're  learning  survival  from  us.  Even 
when  he's  writing  about  the  hets  it's  our 
adaptations  which  Maupin  lays  bare. 

He  does  this  partly  by  exposing  the 
contradictions  in  our  lives.  By  making  us 
laugh,  for  example,  at  the  contortions 
and  contrivances  that  go  into  the  quest 
for  that  "casual"  sex.  One  day  Michael, 
the  main  gay  character,  is  caught  in  the 
shower  by  his  roommate  Mona.  He  is 
wearing  his  new  jeans  and  scrubbing 
them  with  a  wire  brush  to  fade  them  in 
just  the  right  places. 

Brian,  the  womanizer  in  the  house- 
hold, decides  one  evening  to  hit  the  laun- 
dromat where  he's  made  successful  pick- 
ups before,  but  in  his  rush  almost  forgets 
to  take  his  laundry. 

Maupin  is  also  deft  in  exaggerating 
individual  convictions  to  create  some 
memorably  ludicrous,  if  improbable, 
scenes .  Connie  is  picked  up  by  an  ecology 
nut  who  refuses  to  fuck  her  because  she 
uses  FDS  and  is  destroying  the  ozone 
layer.  "I'm  sorry  you  sprayed  for 
nothing,"  he  says. 

Tales  of  the  City  seems  to  show  life  as  a 
kind  of  card  game  with  two-faced  cards 
—  a  king  may  also  be  a  joker.  Once 
they're  in  your  hand  you  can't  see  the 
other  side ,  but  somehow  that ' s  the  side 
you  play  with.  Vincent  can't  stop  being  a 
hippy  and  is  increasingly  subject  to  deep 


depressions.  When  his  wife  leaves  him  to 
join  the  Israeli  army  (her  life  has  been 
meaningless  since  Nam  —  she's  tried 
whales,  she's  tried  est,  she's  tried  feminist 
consciousness  raising. . .),  he  hangs  him- 
self in  the  macrame  plant  holder  at  the 
crisis  centre  assuring  himself  that  there  is 
a  "tragic  grandeur"  in  being  the  Last 
Hippy.  Rather  like  being  the  Last 
Mohican. 

Like  Waugh's,  Maupin's  humour  is 
based  on  "look  what  we  do  to  ourselves  in 
our  blindness"  rather  than  "look  what 
they  do  to  us  in  their  cruelty. ' '  His 
scalpel,  when  it  cuts  through  the  affec- 
tations, exposes  only  people. .  .not  good 
guys  and  bad  guys. 

I  find  it  a  humane  kind  of  comedy, 
informed  by  an  indiscriminate  affection 
for  human  foibles.  It  is  an  affection 
underlying  the  only  kind  of  criticism  I 
really  respect. 

What  Maupin  doesn't  have  yet  is 
Waugh's  polish  —  Tales  of  the  City  \s 
more  a  burlesque  than  a  comedy  of 
manners. 

But  having  expressed  that  one  quibble  I 
say,  with  Mona,  "Enjoy!" 

by  Merv  Walker  G 


Musical  peaks 

Oregon  Mountains  by  Woody  Simmons. 
LP,  Deep  River  Music,  distributed  by  Olivia 
Records,  1977,  $7.50 

What  We  Gonna  Do  (About  Anita)/Queen 
of  the  Nite  by  Casse  Culver.  45  rpm,  Sweet 
Alliance  Music,  1978 

I'm  delighted  to  write  a  few  words  about 
two  recently  released  records.  One  is  by 
an  established  artist  in  the  women's 
music  scene,  the  other  by  a  comparatively 
unknown  musician,  even  in  feminist 
circles. 

Oregon  Mountains  is  the  title  of 
Woody  Simmons'  first  album  and  of  one 
of  her  songs.  She  produced,  arranged, 
wrote  and  performed  most,  if  not  all,  the 
material  on  this  record;  she  plays  the 
piano,  guitar  and  banjo;  and  she  does  her 


own  vocals  in  a  good  voice.  There  are 
many  talented  musicians  backing  her  up, 
such  as  the  now-defunct  Bebe  K'Roche, 
whose  names  I  recognize  from  women's 
bands  and  who  all  are  credited  for  their 
performance  and  participation. 

Most  of  Woody 's  music  is  in  a 
country /bluegrass  vein,  simply  crackling 
with  energy  and  good  spirits,  with  a  few 
bluesy  melodies  to  add  contrast.  My  only 
kvetch  is  that  the  lyrics  aren't  lesbian- 
identified;  except  for  one  song,  "You've 
Got  the  Love,"  I  wouldn't  know  the 
musician  was  gay.  But  really,  how  many 
times  can  you  sing  homosexual,  to  say 
nothing  of  trying  to  rhyme  it? 

The  most  notable  cuts  are  "Going 
Down  South, ' '  a  lively  piece  with  goofy 
lyrics  and  hyper  banjo;  "You've  Got  the 
Love,  "which  has  a  nice  honky-tonk 
piano  weaving  notes  through  the  guitars 
on  the  main  melody;  and  of  course 
"Oregon  Mountains,"  which  uses  a 
wonderful  female  chorus  to  suggest 
voices  expanding  across  wide  mountain 
spaces.  There  are  also  two  Fine  virtuoso 
banjo  solos  called  "Banjo  Raga"  and 
"Suite  for  Wings." 

Casse  Culver  unveiled  her  new  45  rpm 
release  on  a  recent,  rather  disastrous, 
Toronto  concert  (to  a  rude  and  generally 
unappreciative  audience  of  women).  She 
produced  it  independently,  with  record 
producer  Barbara  Cobb  and  Boden 
Sandstrom  as  sound  engineer,  and 
recorded  it  with  women  studio  musicians. 
Both  songs  are  her  own.  "What  We 
Gonna  Do  (About  Anita)"  is  intended  to 
oppose  Anita  Bryant  as  a  homophobe, 
notasa  woman,  while  "Queen  of  the 
Nite' '  is  purportedly ' '  for  her  brother  in 
appreciation  of  the  experience  they 
share."  "What  We  Gonna  Do"  has  a 
catchy  reggae  rhythm  and  such  lyrics  as: 

save  the  children 

that's  what  we  say 

before  Anita  leads  them  astray 

let  them  grow  up  healthy  and  strong 

whoever  they  love,  isn't  right  or  wrong 

©Casse  Culver  1 978  Sweet  Alliance  music 

Nice  tune,  clear  sound  and  good  back- 
up —  the  only  drawback  I  find  is  her 
marked  American  mid- west  accent  on  a 
reggae  song. 
'  'Queen  of  the  Nite"  works  much 


Fireweed  from  the  ashes:  Canadian  women  have  a  new  forum  for  cultural  and  literary  expression,  a  feminist  journal  called 
Fireweed.  The  First  issue  was  launched  September  22  with  a  three-day  fund-raising  arts  and  music  festival  at  Toronto's  Harbour- 
front.  The  Fireweed  Collective  (below  from  left)  Charlene  Sheard,  Lynn  Fernie,  Gay  Allison  and  Hilda  Kirkwood,  are  responsible 
for  this  new  contribution  to  the  renaissance  in  women's  culture.  Says  lesbian  collective  member  Charlene  Sheard:  "We  are 
committed  to  publishing  work  by  lesbians  in  each  issue  and  welcome  submissions  from  lesbians  across  Canada."  Submissions 
should  be  sent  to  Fireweed,  PO  Box  279,  Station  B,  Toronto,  ON,  MST  2W2. 


better  in  concert  with  a  bit  of  intro- 
duction. It's  a  slow  ballad  of  gay  life,  too 
down  and  negative  in  its  portrayal  of 
"suffering  homos"  without  being  quite 
truthful.  In  my  opinion,  Tom 
Robinson' s  "Glad  to  be  Gay' '  did  this  son 
of  thing  better,  with  anger  directed  at  the 
appropriate  targets. 

Butcheckitout  —  it'sdeFmitelya 
record  to  be  talked  about  and  played. 

byllonaLaney. 
Oregon  Mountains  is  available  from 
Olivia  Records,  PO  Box  70237,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90070  and  also  from  the 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 
Harbord  Street.  The  Culver  45  is  avail- 
able from  Sweet  A  Ilia  nee  Music,  PO  Box 
2879,  Washington,  DC20013. 
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Two  by  Ariaz 

Heptagon  and  Chopin  Preludes.  Choreo- 
graphed by  Oscar  Ariaz.  Joffrey  Ballet.  Art- 
park,  Lewiston,  NY,  Aug  23  -  Sept  3, 1978 

Marcia  Siegel  of  New  York  magazine  has 
called  Oscar  Araiz's  ballets  "ballets 
without  steps ."  She's  right  insofar  as 
they're  not  dancey  or  step-conscious  the 
way  Balanchine's  or  Robbins'  or  Arpino's 
are.  But  they  do  move  just  the  same.  They 
possess  a  theatrical  vitality,  a  dramatic 
momentum  that  carries  us  along  even 
when  there's  no  libretto  to  follow.  And 
his  steps  do  catch  us  unaware,  do 
intrigue  and  titillate  us.  The  ends  to  which 
Araiz  puts  these  steps  are  more  inter- 
esting than  the  steps  themselves  and 
that's  what  distinguishes  him  from  the 
others;  he's  interested  in  what  movement 
can  reveal  about  emotion,  psychology 
and  spirit. 

Known  in  Canada  as  the  resident 
choreographer  of  the  Royal  Winnipeg 
Ballet,  Araiz  has  in  the  last  year  set  three 
ballets  on  New  York's  Joffrey  Ballet, 
including  a  radical  retelling  of  the 
Romeo  and  Juliet  story  that  constitutes 
thecompany's  first-ever  full-evening's 
ballet.  The  latter  was  shown  at  Artpark 
during  the  company's  stay  there  last 
month  along  with  the  one-act  ballets, 
Heptagon  and  Chopin  Preludes.  AH  three 
provided  at  least  a  frisson  or  two  of 
homoeroticism. 

Compared  to  the  seemingly  obligatory 
male-male  interludes  in  Gerald  Arpino's 
speed-crazed  Suite  Saint-Saens  and 
Trinity,  Heptagon  looked  positively  up- 
front in  its  depiction  of  the  psycho-sexual 
relationship  among  an  all-male  cast.  True 
to  its  title,  the  men  number  seven  and,  if 
there's  nothing  in  the  patterns  of  the 
ballet  that  is  literally  heptagonal,  one 
senses  that  should  one  of  the  seven  desert, 
the  architecture  of  the  group  would  be 
threatened.  The  drama  in  Araiz's  ballet 
centres  of  course  on  just  such  a  threat. 

The  man  the  choreographer  labels 
Master  inspires  his  six  Acolytes  to  revolt . 
He  is  a  tyrannical  Master,  commanding 
reverence  and  obedience.  When  one  of 
the  Acolytes  falls  down  in  the  opening 
"exercises,"  the  Master  singles  him  out 
and,  in  front  of  the  others,  puts  him 
through  a  gruelling,  perhaps  humiliat- 
ing —  but  definitely  erotic  —  rehearsal 
as  his  punishment.  Throughout,  the 
Acolytes'  response  to  such  displays  of 
power  is  highly  ambiguous;  even  at  the 
end  when  they  desert  their  Master  en 
masse,  there  are  enough  lingering  look- 
backs to  suggest  the  deserters  are  not 
without  some  regret  at  their  leave-taking. 

In  the  elements  of  sado-masochistic 
ritual,  in  the  combined  tenderness  and 
violence  of  the  relationship  between 
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Master  and  Acolytes,  lies  Heptagon' %  real 
potency.  Unfortunately  this  potency  is 
undermined  by  the  choreographer's 
failure  to  clarify  who  this  Master  and  his 
Acolytes  are  or  whether  their  situation  is 
specific  or  symbolic.  As  it  stands, 
Heptagon  affects  us  neither  as  some  kind 
of  tribal  rite  would,  nor  as  an  intense 
delineation  of  a  psychological  situation 
likeTudor's  Dark  Elegies  does;  it  only 
confuses. 

There  is  some  confusion,  too,  in 
Chopin  Preludes  but  this  only  heightens 
the  ballet's  dream-like  quality. 

Ten  figures  assemble  on  a  dimly-lit 
stage  where  a  grand  piano  stands  profiled 
against  a  twilight-blue  cyclorama.  As  the 
lights  come  up  we  can  see  that  the 
figures  —  six  women,  four  men  —  are 
dressed  in  combinations  of  black  and 
white.  One  woman  wears  a  late  Victorian 
dress;  another  sports  a  short  jacket, 
tights,  a  woman's  riding  hat,  and  bran- 
dishes a  riding  crop;  and  another  wears  a 
silky  blouse  over  her  tights  and  a  mannish 
cap.  The  men  are  clothed  mostly  in 
blouses  and  tights;  their  standardized 
costume  emphasizes  the  subservient  role 
they  play  in  relation  to  the  women  in  the 
ballet. 

The  first  Prelude  begins  and  immedi- 
ately we  find  ourselves  caught  up  in  a 
web  of  lesbian  relationships.  The  woman 
in  the  Victorian  dress  flirts  with  the 
woman  brandishing  the  riding  crop.  The 
woman  in  the  cap  intervenes  jealously 
and  a  duet  between  her  and  the  riding-crop 
woman  ensues,  ending  in  the  former's 
collapse.  Another  young  woman  dances  a 
passionate,  dervish-like  elegy,  hair  swirl- 
ing, over  her  prostrate  form  (while  her 
sister  "  degrades ' '  herself  with  a  man- 
servant). Each  of  these  women  might  be 
variations  on  the  charismatic  Georges 
Sand  as  viewed  through  the  kaleidoscopic 
dreams  of  Chopin  himself,  but  they  could 
just  as  easily  be  the  women  Anna  Elisabet 
Weirauch  described  in  her  Scorpion 
trilogy  or  Proust  remembered  in  his 
Swann  's  Way,  women  seeking  escape 
from  a  male-dominated  society  in  clan- 
destine lesbian  love  affairs. 

If  anything  is  wrong  with  Chopin  Pre- 
ludes, it's  the  voyeuristic  leer  that  plays 
over  its  jaded  surface;  the  aura  of  exoti- 
cism is  so  thick  you  could  cut  it  with  a  ser- 
pent-handled letter  opener.  Araiz  makes 
excuses  for  this  in  the  last  gesture  of  the 
ballet:  the  manservant,  bending  over, 
runs  his  hand  along  the  floor  and  then, 
straightening,  blows  the  dust  from  it  as 
though  to  say,  "This  is  the  way  it  was  — 
alas."  And  as  the  curtain  falls,  we  sense 
rather  that  it's  being  drawn  forever. 

Both  Heptagon  and  Chopin  Preludes 
are  testaments  to  Araiz's  fascination  with 
what  is  —  or  was  —  exotic  about  homo- 
sexuality.  Like  the  ex-army  woman,  Pat, 
in  Word  is  Out,  both  seem  to  express  a 
nostalgia  for  the  days  when  we  lived  in  an 
underworld. 

by  Graham  Jackson  □ 


Our  Image  contributors 

Elizabeth  Bolton  is  a  student  at  Concordia  Uni- 
versity in  Montreal     Graham  Jackson  is  a  tree- 
lance  dance  critic  in  Toronto     Richard  Labonte 
writes  tor  the  Ottawa  Citizen     Nona  Laney  has 
turned  23  and  considers  herself  to  be  the  exact 
opposite  of  Minnie  Mouse  .  Paul  Pearce  is 
studying  the  editorial  arts  under  Ed  Jackson. 
Mariana  Valverde  is  a  student  of  political  econ- 
omy at  York  University     Merv  Walker  may  soon 
write  the  tales  ol  another  city.  Vancouver 
James  Wilson  is  a  Toronto  writer     Ian  Young  is 
a  Scarborough  writer 


Under  forty  in  the  heart  of  the  city 

Village  People  at  Mosport 


Canada  Jam  was  the  occasion  at 
Southern  Ontario's  Mosport  Raceway  on 
Saturday  August  26th.  The  lineup 
included  Kansas,  the  Doobie  Brothers, 
the  Ozark  Mountain  Daredevils,  the 
Commodores  and  Village  People. 

I  was  among  the  1 10,000,  according  to 
Billboard,  who  packed  the  raceway  that 
very  hot  day  and  saw  Village  People.  I 
saw  "Disco  Sucks"  decals  scrawled  in  a 
variety  of  bold-face  scripts  across  the 
grimy  T-shirt  chests  of  youth.  This  was  a 
laid-back  audience  —  no  disco  bunnies. 
New  Wavers  wouldn't  have  gone  there  if 
you'd  paid  them  to.  The  air  was  heavy 
with  marijuana  smoke  and  I  saw  many 
who  had  passed  out  for  the  afternoon. 

There  were  lots  of  other  people  though, 
and  many  of  them  got  quickly  to  their  feet 
as  a  six-man  instru  mental  section  took  its 
place  on  the  stage  and  Village  People's 
jam  began.  Then  Randy  Jones  (the 
cowboy),  David  "Scar"  Hodo (the con- 
struction worker),  Felipe  Rose  (the 
Indian),  Glen  Hughes  (the  leatherman) 
and  Alexander  Briley  (the  GI)  ran  on, 
smiling  and  waving.  Applause  was 
loudest  on  the  entrance  of  Victor  Willis, 
the  lead  singer,  who  wore  khaki-coloured 
cotton-and-polyesters  with  militaristic 
applique.  As  the  band  broke  into  "Fire 
Island,"  on-the-spot-dancing  began. 

Dancing  continued  as,  true  to  360  beat- 
per-minute  disco  formula,  "Fire  Island" 
slipped  smoothly  into  "Key  West"  — 
"the  key  to  happiness"  —  and 
the  background  vocals  changed 
from  "Don't  go  in  the 
bushes  /  Someone  might  grab  ya, 
someone  might  stab  ya,"  to  "Walk  down 
Duval  Street  /  You  never  know  who  you  '11 
meet."  Randy,  David,  Felipe,  Glenn  and 
Alexander  were  dancing  a  tightly-choreo- 
graphed disco  step  as  they  background- 
sang,  flashing  and  flexing  their  "well- 
defined"  chests,  pressing  and  pushing 
their  "narrow"  hips  and  "firm" 
buttocks.  Everything  they  were  doing 
looked  quite  sexual  to  me,  and  quite 
homosexual  at  that. 

Every  image  presented  on  the  stage 
drew  heavily  on  aspects  of  the  gay  life- 
style of  many  men  under  forty  in  the  heart 
of  the  city.  Everything  up  there  was  about 
the  things  men  do  and  the  places  they  go 
just  for  the  joy  of  finding  and  having  sex 
with  other  men  —  disco  dancing,  the 
bars,  holidays  in  the  sun,  workouts,  and 
more  disco  dancing. 

After  the  set  was  over  I  sat  down  next  to 
Glenn  the  leatherman  in  the  press  tent 


and  we  chatted.  I  found  out  that  Glenn 
had  been  a  toll  collector  for  six  years 
before  friends  of  his  dared  him  to  don  his 
leatherwear  and  audition  for  producer 
Jacques  Morali,  who  had  let  word  out  in 
Greenwich  Village  early  in  1977  that  he 
was  looking  for  an  "all-male"  disco  act.  I 
found  out  that  their  next  album  is  under 
production  and  deals  with,  among  other 
things,  life  at  the  YMCA.  I  found 
out  that  Glenn  likes  being  a  disco  per- 
former better  than  he  liked  being  a  toll 
collector  and  I  never  got  the  impression 
that  he  was  in  any  way  "  starstruck . ' ' 
Perhaps  this  was  because  he  was  so  casual 
about  everything  he  said,  and  so 
relaxed,  tensing  only  slightly  when  I 
mentioned  something  about  a  "gay  act." 
At  this,  Glenn  stared  me  straight  in  the 
eye.  "It's  not  a  gay  act,"  hesaid.  "It 
can't  be  called  that." 

I  asked  if  this  was  because  not  everyone 
involved  with  the  act  was  gay. 

"Not  only  that,"  Glenn  replied.  "By 
calling  an  act  gay  you're  fixing  a  label, 
and  we  want  no  fixing  of  labels  on  any- 
body." 

In  this  respect  Village  People  might  be 
called  the  modern  Conservatives  of 
Sexual  Attitude,  by  attempting  to  elimin- 
ate the  importance  of  g ay  the  word  and 
allowing  gay  the  style  to  say  it  all.  Some 
say  Village  People  are  "copping  out"  of  a 
gay  identity  on  this  point.  Given  their 
stage  presence  its's  hard  to  say  they 
copped  out .  It  was  more  like  a  gay 
identity  with  something  else  on  its  mind. 
The  only  property  used  at  Canada  Jam 
which  did  not  explode  or  otherwise  cause 
smoke  and  flame  was  the  row  oiFicus 
benjamini  which  fluttered  in  the  breeze 
behind  Village  People's  percusssion 
section.  Victor  Willis  had  pulled  the 
microphone  close  up  to  his  mouth  as 
"Key  West"  ended.  Silence.  Then,  with  a 
slight  modulation  the  beat  revived, 
softly.  "Now  we're  gonna  do  our  theme 
song  for  ya,"  Willis  drawled,  "and  we 
want  ya  to listenl" 

Slowly  the  song  began.  "Village 
People,  now  is  the  time/ Village  People, 
no  body's  mine/ Village  People,  let's 
fight  for  the  right  (and  do  it  while  it's  day- 
light —)/ Village  People,  your  freedom's 
inside. "  For  a  moment  there  was  no 
dancing.  Clench-fisted  salutes  began  to 
rise  from  the  thickening  crowd  at  the 
hoardings. 

Many  fists  were  still  in  the  air  halfway 
through  "Macho  Man."  while  1 10,000 
people  heard  how  the  macho  man  can. 


with  regular  workouts  at  the  gym, 
develop  that  nice,  rippling  body  that 
makes  him  the  ultimate  object  of  desire  to 
so  many.  They  also  heard  how  the  ego 
boost  from  so  much  sex  apparently  allows 
for  the  easy  acquisition  of  the  symbols  of 
power,  success  and  happiness. 

The  spectacular  success  of  Village 
People  in  the  recording  industry  may  or 
may  not  attest  to  the  validity  of  this 
sentiment.  In  May  Billboard cited  both  of 
their  albums  in  the  top  75  on  the  weekly 
popcharts,  so  they  sell  a  lot  of  records. 
This  is  what  got  them  onto  the  stage  at 
Mosport. 

That  Village  People  is  not  so  popular  in 
the  gay  press  is  because  they  can  be  seen  to 
have  gained  considerable  economic  and 
artistic  status  through  the  use  of  a  gay 
lifestyle's  symbols  while  refusing,  as  one 
writer  put  it,  "to 'own  up' to  it."  Are  they 
"selling  out, "  just  like  performers  have 
been  known  to  ever  since  performance 
was  a  business?  If  so,  they  may  or  may  not 
have  their  misgivings  about  it,  just  as  you 
may  or  may  not  have  your  own. 

The  song  between  "Macho  Man"  and 
the  encore  —  a  reprise  of  "Macho 
Man  —  was  "I  Am  What  I  Am."  Assert- 
ing that  "People  have  the  right  to  live 
with  who  they  please  /  People  have  the 
right  to  live  life  happily  /  No  one  has  the 
right  to  choose  my  love  for  me  / 1  was  born 
free! ' '  Willis  led  the  chorus  men  again 
and  again  into  the  refrain:  "I  did  not 
choose  the  way  I  am  / 1  said  I  am  what  I 
am/ 1  was  born  into  this  world  / 1  am  what 
I  am  (I  am  just  a  man)."  The  song  had 
great  appeal  to  the  crowd,  a-disco  on  the 
raceway. 

The  crowd  was  twenty,  nineteen, 
eighteen,  younger.  "I  Am  What  I  Am" 
—  who  were  they?  How  many  of  these 
people  knew  who  they  themselves  were, 
in  any  respect?  For  all  those  people 
wondering  but  stoned,  too  caught  up  in 
the  loud,  driving  beat  to  distinguish  the 
lyrics;  people  who  had  not  yet  seen  a  Ficus 
or  a  skyline  view  or  the  subtle  nuance  of 
costume;  people  waiting  for  "the  first 
time"  but  still  not  knowing  what  they 
were  waiting  for,  Village  People  must 
have  been  an  exciting  but  taboo  presence. 

What  ami?  —  the  question  surely 
framed  itself  in  some  minds  that  after- 
noon —  was  it  answered  or  was  an  un- 
comfortable doubt  increased?  The  word 
gay  was  not  heard,  and  for  those  who  did 
not  recognize  the  style  bui  felt  its  appeal, 
the  word  might  have  been  helpful. 

h>  James  Wilson 
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All-candidates  meeting 
for  the  Rosedale  by-election 

Tuesday,  Oct  10  at  8:00  PM 

Rose  Ave  Public  School 

675  Rose  Ave 

(in  St  Jamestown) 

Come  ask  Crombie  (Progressive 

Conservative),  Evans  (Liberal) 

and  Thomson  (NDP) 

their  views  on  gay  rights. 


Dance  with  GATE 

Saturday,  Sept  28, 9:30  PM 

Seeley  Hall,  Trinity  College 

University  of  Toronto 

Loose, 

licenced, 

and  a  lot  of  fun 


Not  happy  with  your 
living  arrangements? 

Looking  for  a  self-contained  room? 
Find  that  apartment  lonely? 


Parliament  Street 

Fully  self-contained  bachelorettes 

Private  bathroom 

Fridge,  stove  and  sink  in  each  unit 

Nine  units  fully  renovated 

with  modern  furnishings 

At  Wellesley,  minutes  from  Yonge 

Start  at  $40  per  week 


Victor  Avenue 

Stove,  fridge  and  sink  in  each  room 

Free  use  of  washer  and  dryer 

Steps  from  Broadview,  two  blocks 

north  of  Gerrard 

1 1  units  —  start  at  $30  per  week 


Can  Don  (465-3287,  Ron  (465-8919) 
or  Hoddy  (928-9009) 


ThelvoryTunnel 

Gay  Small  Press  by  Ian  Young 

Extra  penis  unnecessary 


There  are  very  few  interesting  collections 
of  gay  short  stories:  John  Mitzel's, 
Graham  Jackson's  and  Daniel  Curzon's 
are  three  that  have  appeared  in  the  past 
couple  of  years.  Peter  Robins'  Undo 
Your  Raincoat  and  Laugh  (1  Pound,  Red 
Robin  Publications,  M17,  The  Arcade, 
Old  Brentford  Market,  Brentford, 
Middlesex,  England)  is  a  collection  of  a 
dozen  short  tales,  all  with  gay  themes 
and  British  or  Colonial  settings.  "The 
Coming  Out  of  Tommy  Flanders"  is  an 
amusing  account  of  a  young  gay's  first  so- 
journ to  London . '  'The  Past  and  the  Pre- 
sent' '  gives  a  glimpse  of  an  aged  and 
revered  painter  with  a  totally  hetero- 
sexual reputation,  used  to  being  ap- 
proached only  by  young  academics '  'dis- 
playing an  irritating  familiarity  with  his 
work."  Suddenly,  the  artist  is  confronted 
by  an  old  but  still  handsome  man,  his 
lover  from  many  years  before.  The  most 
haunting  of  the  stories  is '  'Cheriton' ' ,  a 
subtle  and  suggestive  venture  into  the 
occult  which  deserves  to  be  ranked  with 
Count  Stenbock's  "The  True  Story  of  the 
Vampire"  as  a  gay  classic.  Someof  the  re- 
maining stories  fail  through  their  reliance 
on  improbable  gimmicks  (like  a  super- 
numery  penis!)  but  in  all,  a  worthwhile 
collection. 

N  ADiaman's  novel  Ed  Dean  Is  Queer 
($5,  Persona  Press,  Box  14022,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94 1 14)  deals  with  the  aftermath 
(real  and  imagined)  of  the  gay  defeat  in 
Miami.  There  is  an  Anita  Bryant  char- 
acter called  Benita  Ryan,  whose  husband 
and  son  turn  out  to  be  gay.  The  narrative 
does  little  to  break  away  from  quasi- 
reportage  until  the  end  of  the  novel  when 
San  Francisco  decides  to  secede  from  an 
increasingly  homophobic  United  States. 
Unhappily,  Ed  Dean  Is  Queer  fails  as  a 
novel,  and  its  value  as  propaganda  will  be 
severely  limited  by  the  author  /  pub- 
lisher's decision  not  to  sell  it  in  book- 
stores. There  is  an  attractive  cover 
drawing  by  Tim  Thompson. 

Homage  to  Frank  O  'Hara,  edited  by 
Bill  Berkson  and  Joe  LeSueur,  contains 
pictures,  stories,  poems,  letters  and  other 
recollections  of  the  poet  by  many  of  the 
writers  and  artists  who  knew  him.  Terry 
Southern's  memoir,  "Frank's  Humor", 
is  hilarious.  The  anthology  will  probably 
becomeacollector'sitem.  My  copy  has 
no  price  in  it,  but  it's  available  from  Big 
Sky,  Box  389,  Bolinas,  CA  94924. 

The  Summer  1978  issues  of the  Journal 
of  Homosexuality  includes  the  first  part 
of  a  fascinating  essay  by  the  English  phil- 
osopher Jeremy  Bentham.  Written  about 
1785  and  now  published  for  the  first  time, 
Bentham's  treatise  is,  according  to  its 
editor  Louis  Crompton,  "the  earliest 
scholarly  essay  on  homosexuality 
presently  known  to  exist  in  the  English 
language."  Ink,  Bentham  advocates  the 
decriminalization  of  sodomy  (punished 
in  his  day  by  hanging),  regards  homo- 
sexuality as  a  "socially  harmless  pleasur- 
able activity"  (in  Crompton's  words), 
answers  the  condemnations  of  Mon- 
tesquieu, Voltaire  and  Blackstone,  and 
attacks  asceticism  in  sexual  morality. 
Bentham's  thought  on  the  subject 
continued  to  develop,  according  to 
Crompton,  until  eventually  he  came  to 
assert  that  the  encouragement  of  homo- 
sexuality would  have  positive 
consequences. 


This  is  an  extraordinary  document, 
and  it  seems  a  pity  that  the  Journal  of 
Homosexuality  has  seen  fit  to  publish  it  in 
two  parts,  the  second  to  appear  in  the  Fall 
issue .  Journal  issues  are  $5 .  50  each , 
available  in  Toronto  from  Glad  Day 
Bookshop,  4  Collier  St. 

Larry  Mitchell's  TheFaggotsA  Their 
Friends  Between  Revolutions  ($4, 
Calamus  Books,  323  N  Geneva  St, 
Ithaca,  N  Y 14850)  is  a  book  about 
various  "tribes"  of  "faggots"  and 
"queens' '  and  how  they  make  oppression 
work  for  them.  The  prose  is  somewhat 
stilted  and  the  narration  static  and  repet- 
itive. There  is  much  talk  about  how  un- 
pleasant men  are  and  how  wise  women 
are.  In  all,  a  book  that  doesn't  make  it 
past  the  concept  stage. 

The  World  magazine's  poetry  an- 
thology of  "Writers  Under  Thirty"  has 
contributions  from  30  poets,  including 
TimDlugos,  Brad  Goochand  Dennis 
Cooper,  whose  books  have  been  reviewed 
in  this  column.  Cooper's  new  chapbook 
is  along  prose  poem,  A ntoine Monnier, 
suggested  by  Robert  Bresson's  film  The 
Devil  Probably.  Only  100  copies  have 
been  printed  at  $1  each,  but  some  may 
still  be  available  from  the  author,  3373 
Overland  Ave,  No  2,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90034. 


Asses,  a  collection  of  photos  by  various 
artists,  is  intended  as  erotic  art,  according 
to  the  preface  by  editor  Tom  Houston. 
To  my  mind ,  it '  s  not  nearly  erotic 
enough,  but  perhaps  it  is  churlish  to  com- 
plain as  there  is  something  for  everyone 
here  and  some  of  the  photos  are  very  fine. 
A  must  for  all  lovers  of  the  human 
bottom!  $18.95  from  Avocation  Pub- 
lishers, 50  King  St,  No  3D,  New  York, 
NY,  10014. 

Norman  Richards'  chapbook  These 
Past  Winds  ($2  from  Oscar  Wilde  Mem- 
orial Bookshop,  15  Christopher  St,  New 
York,  N  Y  )collects  poems  written  from 
1971  to  1974. 

Proust  collectors  will  want  to  acquire 
Barry  Gif  ford's  poems  Letters  to  Proust 
($1.50,  White  Pine  Press,  15  Mt  Vernon 
Ave,  Buffalo,  NY  14210). 

Sidney  Smith's  latest  chapbook  of 
drawings  in  the  tradition  of  Ralph  Chubb 
is  Angels,  a  gathering  of  winged  boys. 
It's  $5  from  the  artist,  1 502  President  St, 
Brooklyn,  NY,  1 1213.  The  delightful 
cover  drawing  shows  a  young  boy  in  big 
boots  and  a  little  harness  with  wings.  □ 
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by  Richard  Labonte 

mon-i-tor  (mon'e-ter)  n,  One  that  cautions,  admonishes  or  reminds.  Any 
device  used  to  record  or  control  a  process,  (tr.  v.)  To  check,  to  test,  to  keep 
track  of,  to  scrutinize,  to  keep  watch  over,  to  direct.  (Latin,  one  who  warns, 

from  monere,  to  warn.) 


t 


V 


The  smug  advantaged  are  boors,  and 
bores,  and  one  of  their  number  is  novelist 
Mordecai  Richler,  muttering  in  the  Sept  4 
Maclean 's  about  pushy  broads  and 
queers.  After  some  nice  words  about 
TBP —  "it  struck  me  as  a  clearly  intelli- 
gent journal .  Not  nearly  so  salacious  as 
Hustler  or,  come  to  think  of  it,  so  queer  a 
taste  as  The  Toronto  Sun"  —  the  aging 
novelist  serves  up  the  tiresome  opinion 
that  when  women  or  gays ' '  form  into 
groups  of  grim  injustice  collectors,  I  find 
them...  tiresome.  Coming  out  of  the 
kitchen  or  closet  is  one  thing,  but  it  is 
certainly  not  obligatory  to  beat  so  loud 
and  insistent  a  drum . ' ' 

The  meek,  knowing  their  place,  shall 
be  allowed  to  stand  in  a  corner  of 
Richler's  earth.  But  no  drums  please. 

• 
It's  been  an  agonizing  odyssey  for 
columnist  Thomas  Middleton,  writing 
over  the  months  in  Saturday  Review.  But 
with  apologies  for  subjecting  his  genteel 
readers  to  drawn-out  discussion,  the 
fellow  finally  finishes  in  the  September 
issue  what  he  started  to  say  five  months 
ago: ' '  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when 
homosexuals  are  accepted  as  neither 
wrong  nor  criminal,  are  no  longer  fired, 
harassed,  beaten  or  imprisoned  simply 
for  being  homosexual  —  in  short,  when 
we  are  mature  enough  to  rate  one  another 
on  our  social  and  professional  perform- 
ances and  not  on  our  sexual 
preferences." 

It  seems  so  obvious,  and  one  wonders 
at  the  writer's  apparent  anguish  while 
reaching  the  conclusion.  But  the 
thought's  welcome,  just  the  same. 


IS  THERE 

SEXISM  IN 

THE  CLOSET? 

by  Laura  Shapiro 


Gay  male  culture  denigrates  women  as 
much  as  the  straight  world  does;  the  drag 
world,  the  leather  cult  and  the  macho 
emphasis  on  cowboy  studs  perpetuate  the 
same  style  of  sexuality  which  has 
damaged  women  for  centuries;  and 
homosexual  misogyny  is  an  increasingly 
ugly  development  as  what  is  gay  becomes 
more  evident.  What  it  all  means,  says 
Laura  Shapiro  in  the  Sept  /Oct  Mother 
Jones,  is  that  there  is  sexism  in  the  closet, 
and  out  of  it,  that  "you  don't  have  to  be 
heterosexual  to  enjoy  kicking  women 
around." 


Three  recent  movies  show  there's  still  a 
ways  to  go: 

•  In  The  Driver,  starring  Ryan  O'Neal  as 
a  getaway  driver  being  hunted  by  tough- 
cop  Bruce  Dern,  Dern  turns  on  a  police- 
man partner  who  doesn't  seem  eager  for 
the  coming  kill:  "Whatsa  matter?  You 
got  something  to  hide?  A  bribe?  You  on 
the  take?  You  a  fairy?  Jesus,  a  goddam 

fairy." 

•  In  Blood  and  Guts,  a  Rocky-type  story 
about  small-time  professional  wrestling, 
small-minded  drunks  in  a  small-town 
tavern  are  trying  to  pick  a  fight  with 
Dandy  Dan,  the  troupe's  resident  villain: 
"Pansy.  Come  on,  ya  pansy  .-See  what  it's 
like  to  fight  a  real  man." 

•  In  the  Hound  of  the  Baskervilles, 
much  of  the  intended  giggle  material  is 
meant  to  be  inspired  by  actor  Kenneth 
Williams's  fey  manner,  his  habit  of 
draping  himself  across  other  men's 
shoulders,  and  his  obvious  delight  at 
sharing  a  room  one  night  with  Dr  Watson 

(Dudley  Moore). 

• 

L  'Actuality,  the  sister  magazine  of 
Macleans  in  Quebec,  jumped  on  the 
Prison-Expose-Bandwagon  and  included 
a  major  article  entitled  "Living  in  the 
'pen' "  in  its  August  issue. 

Billed  as  "a  testimony  of  an  agonizing 
brutality,  dedicated  to  those,  citizens  and 
ministers,  who  still  believe  that  criminals 
are  rehabilitated  in  the  'pen,' "  the  article 
(written  by  X)  focuses  to  a  large  extent  on 
the  (homo)sexual  world  of  these  institu- 
tions. In  addition  to  documenting  the 
drugs,  love,  hate,  violence  and  hierarchy 
of  this  facet  of  the  penal  system,  the 
anonymous  author  also  describes  several 
"homosexual  relationships." 

"X" ,  however,  concludes  his  examina- 
tion with  a  sensational  and  horrifying 
account  of  inmate  Thierry  Daniel's 
murder:  "Thierry  negotiated  with  the 
inmate  to  obtain  drugs  in  exchange  for  his 
sexual  favours  —  and  four  others  also 
asked  to  participate.  Thierry  refused. 
One  by  one  the  five  inmates  raped  him; 
then  they  broke  the  sink  into  pieces  and 
shoved  them  up  his  anus  with  a  baseball 
bat." 

• 

Nowyou  love  us,  now  you  don't:  that's 
Oui,  the  naughty  magazine  for  the  man  of 
the  world.  Negative  recognition  comes  in 
the  September  issue  from  Robert  Longe 
who,  in  a  piece  labelled  humour,  equates 
homosexuality  with  sadism,  masochism, 
voyeurism,  exhibitionism  and  urolagnia. 
Not  nice.  Nicer  is  Jesse  Kornbluth's 
assessment  of  the  new  wave  of  gay  novels 
—  a  sign,  he  says,  that  the  marching  in 
the  streets  has  done  some  good .  That 's  a 
straight  man  talking,  by  the  way;  friends 
aren't  always  in  the  family,  when  it  comes 
to  talk  about  gay  lit  and  lib. 

"There  are  books  which  speak  not  just 
to  the  subcultures  they  describe,  but  to  all 
readers,"  he  says.  "So should  a  straight 
man  read  the  gays?  Why  not?  Especially 
considering  that  most  heterosexual  love 
novels  are  as  inept  as  Love  Story  or  as  silly 
as  Harlequin  romances.  For  those  who 
like  to  read  about  love  as  it's  actually  felt 
and  lived,  we  don't  have  much  of  a 
choice. . .  you're  going  to  be  very  pleasant- 
ly surprised." 


When  the  film  WordlsOut  began  its 
commercial  run  in  Toronto,  Star  movie 
critic  Clyde  Gilmour  found  it  a  drawback 
(August  19)  that  the  production  was 
"totally  one-sided  in  favour  of  homo- 
sexuality rather  than  an  exercise  in 
objective  screen  journalism."  He 
expressed  surprise  that  there  was  no 
mention  of  the  "slaughter  of  a  Toronto 
shoeshine  boy' '  and  was  disturbed  that  all 
the  participants  could  only  talk  about 
their  love-life.  After  three  gay  activists 
took  him  to  task  in  the  letters  page,  a 
wounded  Gilmour  tried,  in  a  subsequent 
column,  to  justify  himself:  Didn't  readers 
notice  that  he  had  called  it  a  good  film? 
Couldn't  they  understand  he  hadn't  said 
what  he  had  meant?  In  any  case,  he 
grumpily  concluded,  these  homosexual 
critics  would  never  be  satisfied  with  any- 
thing less  than  a  rave  review. 
• 

The  challenge  presented  straight  society 
by  the  gay  movement  is  not  that  it  is 
homosexual  but  that  homosexuality  is 
not  its  essence,  snuffles  social 
curmudgeon  Henry  Fairlie  in  the  Sept  2 
New  Republic.  Most  of  his  argument  is 
that  women  are  objects  of  mystery  meant 
to  be  revered  by  men;  but  an  extended 
parenthetical  statement  insists  that  not 
many  men  and  women  in  the  gay  rights 
movement  are  really  gay.  "The  majority 
are  women  and  men  who  are  fleeing  the 
war  of  the  sexes,  who  will  not  engage  in 
the  complexity  which  a  genuine  relation- 
ship between  the  sexes  will  always  ask, . . . 
who  turn  their  backs  on  both  the  respon- 
sibilities and  the  mystery  of  generation. 
They  are  not  even  homosexuals;  they  use 
homosexuality  as  an  excuse.  Theirs  is  the 
ultimate  starving  of  life. ' ' 

Fairlie  also  objects  to  the  use  of  the 
word  gay,  and  claims  that  no  male  model 
ever  posed  with  a  smile  on  his  face. 
• 

The  Sunday  Post  of  Canada,  Canada's 
national  Sunday  newspaper  with  90  per 
cent  of  its  distribution  confined  to 
Ottawa,  dropped  by  Craig  Russell's  hotel 
room  recently  while  the  risen  star  was 
making  his  pre-performance  publicity 
rounds.  Our  stereotypical  intrepid 
reporter  was  in  fact  quite  trepid:  "There 
was  no  temper,  no  impatience.  I  expected 
him  to  be  surrounded  by  effeminate 
lackeys,  but  he  ushered  me  into  the  room 
himself,  made  us  each  a  drink,  and 
launched  into  conversation. ' '  Crisis  over; 
no  need  to  tremble.  Reporter  Barbara 
Graham  had  a  nice  chat. 

Publisher  Colin  Alexander,  on  the 
other  hand,  remained  timorous  to  the 
end:  he  vetoed  use  of  the  word  "gay"  in 
the  profile,  and  decided  that  telling  the 
weekly's  audience  Russell  was  even 
"homosexual"  was  unnecessary.  Why, 
Russell  might  well  be  just  a  man  who  likes 
women's ...  voices. 
• 

Hamilton  freelance  writer  John  Hofsess, 
asometimegay,  seems  to  believe  that  the 
repressed  shall  inherit  the  earth.  In  the 
August-September  Books  in  Canada,  he 
argues  that  gays  are  winning  tolerant 
recognition  as  authors  and  characters  in 
the  fiction  world,  but  losinggroundinthc 
real-life  liberation  struggle.  Hit  thesis: 
thai  the  "clamorous  simple-mindedness 
of  (the  movement's)  slogans  and 
speeches"  has  provoked  a  societal  back- 


"  Men  like  Hofsess  should 
thank  their  lucky  stars  for 
lunacy:  he's  won  the  rightto 
write  his  tripe  because  some 
have  dared  to  chant  and 
march." 


lash  which  will  block  further  gains. 

Hofsess's  militant-bashing  extends,  in 
no  logical  way,  to  condemnation  of  The 
Body  Politic 's  article ' '  Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men"  —  an  attack  which  doesn't 
have  much  to  do  with  the  portrayal  of 
gays  in  literature,  but  which  does  give 
Hofsess  an  opportunity  to  snipe  at  what 
he  calls  "the  lunatic  fringe." 

Men  like  Hofsess  should  thank  their 
lucky  stars  for  lunacy:  he's  won  the  right 
to  write  his  tripe  because  some  have  dared 
to  chant  and  march. 

• 
Dylan  Thomas,  Tennessee  Williams, 
Allen  Ginsberg:  three  neurotics,  says 
Seldon  Rodman  in  the  Sept  1  National 
Review,  and  all  sexual  misfits, '  'two  of 
them  openly  flaunting  their  homo- 
sexuality and  using  it  as  a  symbolic  key  to 
the  'alienation'  that  their  works  focused 
on  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  values. ' ' 
Rodman  calls  Williams's  letters  to 
Donald  Windham ' 'morally  bankrupt , ' ' 
and  of  the  Allen  Ginsberg  Journals  he 
says: '  'There  is  not  a  trace  of  passion  or 
tenderness  in  the  homosexual  encounters 
he  describes  with  clinically  repulsive 
detail." 

• 
American  composer  and  international 
gossip  Ned  Rorem  doesn't  believe  in 
making  an  issue  of  things.  Perhaps  that's 
one  of  the  reasons  that  People  magazine 
featured  him  in  its  August  21  Bio  section 
as  a  "matter-of-fact  gay.  "The  article 
follows  Rorem  through  a  day  in  his  life  in 
Nantucket,  where  he  summers  with  Jim 
Holmes,  his  "companion"  of  1 1  years. 

Apparently  in  the  privileged  world  in 
which  he  has  revolved,  Rorem,  an  alco- 
holic at  21,  had  it  easy.  "I  think  homo- 
sexuality is  a  big  bore.  I  have  suffered  far 
less  from  being  a  homosexual  than  I  have 
from  being  a  composer. ' '  Now  that's  an 
interesting  idea,  Ned. 
• 

Funny  how  sometimes  it  takes  two  hours 
to  convince  people  that  some  of  us  are 
really  very  nice.  But  that's  what 
happened  on  the  TV  docu-drama, 
Sergeant  Matlovich  \  s  the  US  Air  Force. 
aired  on  NBC  August  21 .  Although 
supposedly  centred  on  Matlovich's  court 
martial  at  Langley  Air  Force  Base  in 
1975,  the  drama  effectively  avoids  the 
trial  (that's  not  "nice")  by  giving  flash- 
back glimpses  of  the  real  Matlovich,  soft- 
spoken  (of  course),  confused  (what 
else?),  but  really  Very  Nice.  These 
glimpses  went  to  great  lengths  to  avoid 
any  suggestion  of  sex  (not  c\  en  so  much 
asa  kiss),  and  actor  Brad  Dount  always 
had  Ins  head  on  a  45 -degree  angle  looking 
sincere  and  sensitive.  That's  the  kind  ol 
film  it  was 
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Nature's 
Twin 


Invitesfemale  impersonators,  trans- 
vestites  and  transsexuals  to  private 
showings  of  the  finest  selection 
of  silicone  breast  forms,  special  bras, 
lingerie  and  lounge  wear  featuring 
our  exclusive  "Nature's  Twin™" 

Catalogue  available  —  send  $1  to: 

Nature's  Twin,  Inc. 

16752  N.E.  4th  Court 

North  Miami,  Florida  33162 

Telephone:  (305)651-7885 


Just  your 

colour 
type. 

Pink. 

Lesbian,  feminist,  gay,  socialist,  anarchist 
magazines,  newspapers,  pamphlets, 
novels,  posters,  poetry  &  polemics — 
we  set  them  all. 

A  new  lesbian  /  feminist  &  gay  male 
collective  devoted  to  producing 
QUALITY  TYPESETTING  ON  TIME 

Refer  your  employer,  friends,  etc  to 
Pinktype  (416)  863-6320,  in  Toronto 


Classifieds 


Lovers  and  attached  friends: 

Ideal  renovated  three-storey  home 

at  YongeandSt.  Clair  in  Toronto,  with  luxurious 

two  bedroom  apartment,  huge  living  room 

dining  room  with  open  marble  fireplace, 

walkout  from  master  bedroom  to  balcony, 

finished  basement,  two  kitchens,  double  garage. 

Income  from  main  floor  and  basement  $500  monthly. 

Price:  $129,000. 

Harm  Meyer  Real  Estate,  Ltd.  (416)924-1962 


FRIENDS-* 

Vancouver 

LADY  POET,  30,  new  to  Vancouver,  interest- 
ed in  developing  affectionate,  wide-ranging 
relationship  with  sensitive,  intelligent  woman 
who  can  appreciate  pits  and  plateaus  as  well  as 
peaks.  Drawer  B190. 

YOUNG  BLOND  Northern  European  male 
would  like  to  hear  from  feminine  lesbians  for 
friendship  and  good  times .  Drawer  B 1 86. 

FRIENDS^ 

National 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  38,  145  lbs,  5'8", 
blue  eyes  and  brown  hair,  non-smoker,  wants 
to  meet  manly,  fun-loving,  open-minded  hon- 
est guys  for  friendship.  Give  it  a  try.  Could  re- 
locate to  most  parts  of  Canada  or  US  (if  pos- 

sible).  Drawer  B 197. 

W/M,  39,  WANTS  FRIENDSHIP  of  big  hus- 
ky Canadians  who  visit  Maryland  area  of  US. 
Am  sincere  and  discreet.  Photo  please.  Write 
Drawer  B 170. 

Alberta 

I  AM  28  YEARS,  5'  10",  150  lbs.  Interests: 
electronics,  progressive  politics,  gay  lib,  music 
(classical,  jazz),  backpacking,  sex,  hiking, 
movies,  theatre,  Szasz,  Piaget,  "Strategies  of 
Biochemical  Adaptation,"  Don  Clark.  Not 
into  bars,  baths,  discos  or  fads.  I  am  fairly  shy 
but  getting  less  so  as  I  leave  the  closet  and  gain 
pride  in  myself  as  a  gay  person.  I  am  looking 
for  friends  but  also  especially  for  a  deeper  rela- 
tionship with  someone.  If  you  live  in  the 
Edmonton  area  and  are  looking  for  either  of 
the  above,  please  write  me.  DrawerB181. 

MALE  GRADUATE,  new  to  Edmonton,  25, 
non-smoker,  clean,  seeks  other  males  with 
similar  characteristics  for  friendship  and  sex. 
Phone  (403)439-6635. 

Manitoba 

GAYMALE,  38,  seeks  morning  meetings  with 
others  40-60  to  share  ideas.  Drawer  Bl  13. 

Montreal 

I  NEED  ATTENTION,  affection,  gentleness, 
love,  warmth,  sophistication,  a  steady,  dis- 
creet relationship.  I  am  25,  black,  passive  and 
lonely.  Seek  similar  in  Montreal,  but  will  tra- 
vel to  meet  anyone  offering  the  above  qualities. 
Will  answer  all  letters.  DrawerB182. 

AFFECTIONATE  MALE,  26,  5'6",  125  lbs, 
who  is  sensitive,  honest,  intelligent,  versatile 
and  a  little  lonely,  is  searching  for  similar 
young  males  (under  30)  for  intimate  friend- 
ship, possible  long-term  relationship.  Guys 
just  coming  out  welcome.  Take  a  chance  — 
maybe  we  can  help  each  other.  Photo  and 
phone  number  appreciated,  all  letters  answer- 
ed. Drawer  B 187. 


In  Montreal 

call  GAYLINE 
931-8668 

931-5330 

For  information,  7-11  PM, 
7  days  a  week 

YOUNG  GUY,  22,  would  like  to  meet  others 
in  same  age  range.  I'm  5'10",  135  lbs,  clean- 
shaven, black  hair,  brown  eyes  and  quite  mus- 
cular. I  like  most  music,  sports,  reading  and 
having  a  good  time.  Montreal  is  not  that  bad! 
I  go  to  Toronto  quite  often.  Looking  forward 

to  your  letters .  Drawer  B 1 69. 

YOUNG  LEGGY  EAST  INDIAN  guy  likes 
drag,  wants  to  meet  others  or  anyone  interested 
in  meeting  me.  Davinda,  Box  1 374,  Station  H, 
Montreal .  Travel  often . 

SIR  STEPHEN  WANTED  by  muscular  athe- 
lete,  24.  We're  both  masculine,  discreet,  ma- 
ture, sophisticated,  cool  and  educated.  You're 
40-60,  Gk/act,  vain,  old-hand,  burly-fat,  pre- 


ferably hung,  cigar-smoker.  I  travel  to  Toronto, 
Ottawa,  Maritimes  frequently,  am  versatile, 
new,  good-looking,  blond,  devoted,  happy. 
Like  verbal  punishment,  uniforms.  "I'm 
yours."  DrawerB173. 

Southern  Ontario 

MALE,  28  YEARS,  5'6",  143  lbs,  dark  hair, 
eyes  and  moustache.  Interests  are  body-build- 
ing, theatre,  reading,  etc.  I  would  like  to  meet 
a  gentleman  25-40  who  is  young  at  heart  and 
would  enjoy  a  one-to-one  relationship.  Would 
appreciate  photo  if  possible.  Drawer  Bl  1 3 . 
SPANKINGS.  Young  man  into  your  scene, 
correspondence  and  photography,  would  like 
to  hear  from  you,  possibly  meet.  Role-playing 
both  or  either  way  can  be  arranged.  My  strap 
awaits.  Travel  in  Ontario  no  problem.  Send 
phone,  photo,  describe  interests.  Drawer  B140 
MALE,  27,  6'3",  165  lbs,  brown  hair,  green 
eyes,  enjoys  reading,  hiking,  travelling,  music, 
wants  friends  and /or  companions.  Not  into 
bars,  drugs,  fetishes.  Prefer  Hamilton  area. 
Call  Grant  Carr  at  522-8285  or  write  to  160 
Bowman,  Hamilton,  L8S2T8. 

YOUNG  COUPLE,  mature,  friendly,  seek 
similar  couples  for  friendship,  socializing  and 
so  on  in  London  area.  All  replies  answered. 
Drawer  B 141. 

COLLEGE  SCIENCE  TEACHER,  attractive, 
straight-looking,  50  (appear  in  early  40s),  5'9" 
175  lbs,  isolated  in  small  WASP  town.  Would 
like  to  meet  young  factory  workers,  truck  dri- 
vers, atheletes,  carpenters,  etc,  for  occasional 
or  permanent  friendship.  I  like  the  outdoors, 
hiking,  boating,  fishing  when  in  the  country, 
and  good  food,  movies,  theatre,  concerts  when 
in  the  city.  I'm  fond  of  animals,  left-wing  in 
politics  and  irreligious.  Not  into  heavy  drugs 
or  S/M.  Oshawa-Lindsay-Peterborough.  All 
serious  replies  answered;  those  with  photo  get 

priority.  Drawer  B160. 

I'M  31,  5'9",  150  LBS,  good-looking  blond. 
If  you're  younger,  maybe  inexperienced,  and 
want  a  strong-minded  but  compassionate 
friend,  I  want  to  know  you.  Drawer  B168. 

Toronto 

RETIRED  PROFESSOR  with  comfortable 
city  home  and  lakeside  cottage  offers  dining, 
theatre,  concerts  and  affectionate  company  to 
out-of-town  college  and  university  students 
who  are  gay,  male  and  over  21 .  Reply  with  full 

details  to  Drawer  Bl  79. 

STRAPS  TURN  YOU  ON?  Me  too.  I'm 
looking  for  guys  into  laying  on  heavy  straps 
and  belts.  Must  work  at  your  body  and  be 
aggressive.  I'm  gr.  passive  work  out  at  gym 
three  times  a  week .  Mel  465-3287 .  Toronto 
GR.  ACTIVE  GUYS  wanted.  I'm  a  body 
builder  and  I  like  guys  who  keep  their  bodies  in 
good  shape.  Have  my  own  place  and  I  like  long 

hard  sessions.  Les  465-6423. 

ASIAN  FRIENDS  SOUGHT  by  slim,  mas- 
culine, white  male,  six  feet,  early  thirties.  Arts 
and  travel  interests,  plus  french  and  J/O. 

Drawer  B 180. 

31  YR.  OLD,  into  long-distance  running,  part 
Chinese,  but  not  the  china  doll  type,  T.O.  born 
&  raised  5  ft.  5  in.  150  lbs.  sturdily  built.  Other 
interests  inc.  camping,  fishing,  movies,  quiet 
times.  Seeks  fit,  white,  masculine  male  with  a 
senseof  humour  &  similar  interests,  running  in 
particular,  but  am  open  minded.  Drawer  B185 
ATTRACTIVE  MAN,  mid-40's,  seeks  good- 
looking  man  for  casual  or  semi-steady  en- 
counters. Can  meet  at  my  place.  Please  write 
PO  Box  553,  Don  Mills,  M3C  2T6  describing 
yourself  &  stating  phone  number  &  best  time 
to  call.  Complete  discretion  assured. 

GOOD  LOOKING  BLOND,  33  (look  27)  135 
lbs,  5  ft.  5  ins.  interested  in  lasting  relationship 
or  become  good  friends  with  well  hung  man. 

Drawer  B 184. 

MALE  29,  5'9",  120  lb.  Interests  music, 
literature,  animals,  art,  seeks  someone  22-35. 
Looks  unimportant  (mine  likewise)  if  have 
slim  build.  S/M  ok  but  not  as  major  pref- 
erence (No  W/S);  should  be  good  conver- 
sationalist with  sense  of  humour,  seeking 
semi-steady  relationship.  Drawer  B183. 
MUSCULAR  MALE  SLIM  mellow  intel- 
ligent 26  seeks  experienced,  tall,  fit,  together 
dude  for  good  times.  Photo  &  phone  please 
EA3  P.O.  Box  873  Station  A  Toronto  M5W 
1G3. 
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GAY  MAN,  mid-twenties,  wishes  to  corres- 
pond with  males  on  today's  issues.  Strictly  on 
an  anonymous  basis,  David.  Drawer  B  188, 
FRIEND  WITH  OWN  APT.  age  unimportant 
for  casual  or  semi-steady  encounters  wanted 
by  married  man  54,  sexually  strong,'  interes- 

ting,  experienced .  Drawer  B 1 5  3 . 

A  QUIET  ACADEMIC  TYPE  gay  male  non- 
smoker,  light  drinker,  40,  medium  build,  fairly 
attractive  who  never  goes  into  bars  or  baths 
would  like  to  meet  someone  similar  for  a  last- 
ing relationship.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 

Drawer  B 192. 

MATURE  MALE,  not  unattractive,  slim,  lithe 
would  like  to  meet  young  muscular  male  versa- 
tile &  broadminded  to  establish  an  interesting 
and  mutually  satisfying  relationship.  Photo  & 
outline  of  interests  would  be  appreciated. 
Could  provide  comfortable  home  if  required. 

West  end.  Drawer  B 193. 

ENGLISH  PROFESSIONAL  GUY,  32,  here 
one  year,  seeks  travel  mate,  probably  younger, 
for  weekend  journeys  and/or  Christmas 
vacation.  Drawer  B194. 

MAKE  MY  SOLO  BETTER  — 

send  a  hot  &  horny  letter . 

Make  my  fire  burn, 

and  the  sizzle  will  return!  Drawer  B193 


the 

1114  I 

VU  St  GATtl  IcrHfN, 

H  <  <   Haiti  Street 
Hinnipeo 


AM  INTERESTED  IN  DEVELOPING  a  last- 
ing relationship  with  the  right  guy.  I'm  a  good- 
looking  successful  young  businessman. 
Would  like  to  meet  stable,  masculine  sincere 
guy  who  enjoys  life  and  wants  to  share  it  with 
someone.  Am  straight  appearing,  good  sense 
of  humour,  good  build  5'8"  140  lbs.  educated 
and  considered  attractive.  You  should  have 
similar  qualities.  It's  possible  to  relocate. 
Drawer  B 196 

1  GROOVE  on  your  size  — 

photos  bring  replies.  Drawer  B198. 

YOUNG  ATTRACTIVE  BLACK  Canadian, 
single,  27,  masculine,  considered 
intelligent  and  athletic  —  enjoys  music, 
theatre,  travel,  a  sense  of  humour  and  good 
conversation  would  like  to  meet  other  capable 
males  for  friendship  and  /or  steady  relation- 
ship. Those  who  are  considerate,  sensible  and 
sincere  are  encouraged  to  write.  Photo  and 
phone  number  appreciated  and  will  reply  with 
same.  Discretion  expected  and  returned. 
Drawer  B 172. 

SINCERE  straight-looking  blond  European 
age  32,  6'  tall,  175,  masculine  appearance, 
wishes  to  meet  honest  attractive  person,  up  to 
35,  that  had  success  other  than  on  the  disco 
floor,  to  share  feelings  that  lead  to  spend  and 
plan  a  good  life  together.  I  am  interested  in 
everything  you'd  expect  a  pleasant  person  to 
be  interested  in  —  except  for  lovemaking  —I 
just  go  wild.  Write  with  photo.  Will  answer 
with  same.  Drawer  Bl  71 

GOOD  LOOKING,  sensuous,  affectionate, 
homy  guy  interested  in  water  sports.  I  like  to 
receive.  Drawer  B 174. 

BLOOR  JANE  AREA  male  30  interested  in 
meeting  people  same  area  N.S.E.W.  but  not 
limited  to  same  area.  Hobbies  include  chess 
reading  dance  ages  29-38.  For  friends  possible 
future  plans:  comfortable  working  relation. 
Phone  number  appreciated.  Discretion 
assured.  Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon.  Drawer 
B176.  

2  HOT  VERSATILE  MASCULINE  good 
bodies  late  twenties  5' 10",  170 and  6'  160  into 
fantasy  bondage  spanking  greek  toys  good 
smoke  "aroma"  etc... Sincere  only.  We  arc 
looking  for  men  who  get  down  to  it!!  Am 
moving  so  send  brief  description  &  phone 
number  to  Drawer  BI63. 


DEEP  THROAT,  hot  rear  white  male,  36, 
submissive  into  s/m!  Super  raunchy.  Dig 
leather  jeans  boots,  w/s  nipple  action.  Will 
give  complete  service  to  truckers,  cops,  bikers 
hung  studs  and  master  types.  My  body  your 
playground.  Dave  (416)  633—9575.  Drawer 
B162. 

ATTRACTIVE,  INTELLIGENT  male,  early 
30's,  seeks  attractive,  masculine  preferably 
greek  passive,  emotionally  and  financially 
stable  male  25-35.  You  should  enjoy  music 
(classical  to  R  &  B),  books,  theatre,  movies, 
restaurants,  travel  and  sensual  love-making. 
Drawer  B121. 

AFFECTIONATE  MASCULINE  MALE  49 
discreet  easy  going  abstainer  seeks  companion 
for  pleasant  evenings  physical  make  up  irrel- 
evant. Moving  to  Toronto.  New  Gays 
welcome  Niagara  Pen.  Welcome  photo  for 

same.  Drawer  B 175. 

BISEXUAL  MALE  considered  reasonably 
bright  and  attractive.  Likes  bicycle  riding 
water  skiing  snow  skiing  light  body  building 
outdoors  etc.  Would  like  to  get  together  with  a 
healthy  physically  fit  young  masculine  straight 
looking  man  to  share  some  time  in  the  above. 
Photo  appreciated  will  answer  all.  Write  to 
Retlow  Lepmarts,  1800  Sheppard  Ave.  East, 

Willowdale,  Box  1117,  Ont. 

NORMAL,  GOOD  LOOKING,  CLEAN 
shaven,  average  type  of  natural  guy,  34  but 
looks  28,  Caucasian,  no  greek,  happy, 
relaxed,  outgoing,  medium  build,  who  enjoys 
run-on  sentences,  seeks  good  looking,  clean 
shaven,  masculine,  Caucasian  or  Latin,  hunky 
male,  25-40  for  good  times  or  permanence. 

Drawer  B 167. 

MORE  THAN  one-nighters?  Why  not.  Good 
looking,  serious,  warm  hearted  professional 
guy  (3 1)  with  many  interests,  an  ironic  sense  of 
humour,  and  the  zest  to  share  a  full  life,  seeks 
an  attractive,  intelligent,  sensitive  chap  (mid 

20s  to  mid  30s)  for  possible  permanent  relat- 
ionship. I'm  sure  you're  out  there.  Drawer 
B166. 

ATHLETIC,  CHARMING,  intelligent,  30, 
5' 10",  well-built,  like  Dickens,  Japan  (and 
Japanese),  jazz,  travel,  sincere  people  and 
much   more.    Seek    young,    fit,    romantic, 

honest,  horny  friend.  Drawer  B165. 

GOOD  LOOKING  ASIAN  man,  28,  5'8", 
150  lbs,  seeks  companionship.  Interested  in 
forming  a  relationship  in  which  love,  care  and 
concern  are  central.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
those  with  a  humanistic  or  religious  per- 

spective.  Drawer  B164. 

ASIAN  GAY  MALE,  23,  Canadian  born. 
Wishes  to  meet  other  gays  for  friendship  and 
eventually  a  permanent  relationship.  Am 
interested  in  the  finer  things  in  life;  theatre, 
film,  the  arts,  etc.  Enjoy  dancing  also.  If 
interested,  please  answer  this  ad.  All  replies 
treated  with  discretion.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  B 177. 

A  QUIET  YOUNG  PERSON  may  often 
benefit  from  the  friendship  of  a  sincere  older 
man.  I  am  in  my  mid-forties,  professional, 
young  at  heart,  interested  in  sports,  hiking, 
music,  etc.,  and  ready  to  listen.  If  this  sounds 
good  to  you,  I  would  like  to  get  to  know  you. 

Drawer  B73. 

ATTRACTIVE  ENGINEER  seeks  lasting  in- 
timacy. Love-making  or  'sex'  (manual,  oral 
only)  is  nonessential  but  welcome  when 
mutual.  You  should  identically  equal  my 
following  description;  under  45,  slim,  clean- 
shaven, little  body  hair,  circumcised,  modest 
endowment,  nonsmoker,  nondrinker,  drug 
nonuser,  high  IQ,  rationalist,  broad 
science/ technology  interests,  quiet  and 
socially  retiring.  Give  your  description  details 
please.  Box  191,  Station  T,  Toronto,  M6B 
4A1. 

WHITE  MALE  32,  185  Lbs.  overweight  but 
working  down.  Average  looks,  hairy,  french 
active,  wish  friends  under  35,  prefer  straight 
appearance,  total  honesty  please.  No  drugs, 
beards  or  kinks.  If  necessary  phone  275-4444, 
please  answer  with  phone,  photo  appreciated, 
will  reply  all.  Drawer  B88. 

MAN.  35.  LOOKING  for  healthy,  happy, 

physically  fit  guy,  probably  younger,  for 
something  longlasting.  Things  I  like:  building 
and  making  things,  wilderness  canoeing, 
tnusK.  art,  swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice- 
cream, TV,  movies,  books,  being  with  friends, 
being  alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 


CLASSIFY  YOURSELF 

No  need  to  get  into  rigid  roles  and  categories  of  course;  that' s  always  a  bit  dull . 
But  there' s  no  reason  not  to  let  others  know  that  you '  re  looking  for  friends  or 
lovers  or  a  place  to  live,  or  that  you  want  to  trade  your  stuffed  tarantula  for 
a  vintage  recording  of  Yma  Sumac.  And  we  have  the  way  to  do  it: 

The  Body  Politic' s  classified  ads.  TBP  can  take  your  message  all  over 
North  America,  and  beyond,  and  can  zero  in  on  right  where  you  live,  too. 

It's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  20  cents  a  word  for  personal  ads,  60  cents 
for  businesses.  You  simply  fill  in  your  message  in  the  form  below,  count  up 
the  number  of  words  and  send  it  off  to  us  with  a  cheque  or  money  order 
for  the  correct  amount.  Get  in  before  the  deadline  listed  below  and  your  ad 
will  appear  in  the  very  next  issue. 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  there  are  a  few  things  you  should 
keep  in  mind.  If  you're  interested  in  meeting  people  it's  best  to  be  positive. 
Tell  them  about  yourself  and  your  interests,  not  about  what  you  don't  like. 
Specifying  exclusions  on  the  basis  of  race  or  appearance  (saying ' '  no  fats 
or  ferns"  for  instance)  is  just  plain  rude,  and  being  rude  doesn't  make  friends. 

Saying  that  you '  re  interested  in  meeting  people  for  sex  is  fine.  But  there  are 
a  few  restrictions  —  the  law's,  not  ours.  Under  the  Criminal  Code  of  Canada 
it  is  illegal  to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21 , 
to  have  sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution.  We'  re  not  allowed  to  run  ads  that 
indicate  you  want  to  do  any  of  those  things,  either.  Otherwise  sex  is  still  legal , 
so  far.  But  to  protect  both  you  and  us,  we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse 
any  classified  ad. 

If  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone 
number  in  your  message.  Or,  you  can  take  advantage  of  our  forwarding 
service.  For  only  two  dollars  extra  we'  II  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number 
and  collect  answers  in  our  office  to  be  sent  to  you  once  a  week. 

If  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that'seasy,  too.  Put  your  reply 
in  an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us  making  sure  to  mark  on  the  front 
the  drawer  number  you're  re- 
sponding to.  You  don't  need  to 
send  any  money  to  answer  an  ad. 
Your  unopened  reply  will  reach  the 
person  you '  re  answering  in  just 
a  few  days. 


So  go  ahead.  Pick  up  a  pen  and  slot  yourself  in 


Your 

Place 

return 

stamp 

address 

The  Body  Politic 
Box  7289,  Station  A 

here 

Drawer 

Toronto,  ON 
M5W1X9 

OCTOBER  1978 


CONDITIONS 

All  ads  must  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through  the  mails. 
The  Body  Politic  reserves  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad .  Late  copy  will  be  held  over  for 
the  following  issue .  Deadline  for  November  issue:  October  1 8 
RATES:                Deadline  for  December/January  issue:  November  15 

ndividuals:  20c  per  word,  minimun$2.  Businesses:  60c  per  word,  minimum  $6. 
Forwarding  Service :  $2  per  ad  per  issue.  If  you  would  like  us  to  assign  your  ad  a  drawer 
number  and  forward  mail  to  you  once  a  week ,  please  check  the  box  indicated  below . 

Name 

Address 

D  Drawer  number  required 

I  enclose  $                                                  for                           issues 

Please  run  my  ad  in  the                                                   section 

Print  your  ad  below  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 

Mail  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Station  A,  Toronto.  ON  M5W1X9 

home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don't  like: 
cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights,  chrome 
and  glass  furniture,  using  a  want  ad  to  meet 
someone.  Considered  attractive,  6',  180  lbs, 
personable,  reasonable  bright,  versatile, 
warm,  independent,  stable.  Photo  not 
essential  but  would  be  appareciated.  Bob 
Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K,  Toronto. 
GAY  MALE  COUPLE,  30's,  with  wide  and 
varied  interests  would  like  to  meet  guys  in  the 
Toronto  area.  We  enjoy  quiet  evenings  and 
good  times.  Open  replies  stating  interests, 
likes,  dislikes  and  phone  number.  All  replies 

answered.  Drawer  B145. 

GAY  MALE,  30,  YOUTHFUL,  trim, 
healthy,  to  meet  younger  who  likes  country 
woods  and  city  streets,  bicycling,  reading, 
discussion,  rock  music,  playing  soccer,  serious 
humanistic  social /political  interest.  Box  6181, 

Stn.  A,  Toronto  M5W  1 P6. 

YOUNG  GREEK  ACTIVES  for  sensuous 
lovemaking,    write    with    phone    number. 

Drawer  B 158. 

ACCOMPLISHED  AMATEUR 

photographer  seeks  male  models  for  nude  ar- 
tistically erotic  posing.  Windsor  and 
Southwest  Ontario  also  Toronto  area.  Send 
photo  and  phone  to  John,  Box  03528,  Detroit 

48203,  USA. 

MAN    30s,    more    interested    in    sensuous 
emotional  encounters  than  physical  ones. 
Prefer  semi-steady   relationship  but  casual 
OK,  answer  all.  Drawer  B 120. 

MALE  25  INTERESTED  IN  A  ONE  TO 
one  relationship  with  someone  who  is  honest 
and  sincere  and  ready  to  settle  down,  30-45 
years  of  age,  non  smoker  and  a  moustache.  All 
replies  answered.  Lets  meet  &  see  what  we  can 
develop  and  share.  Drawer  B  1 33 


$5  each 

(5  for  $20) 

(Ontario  residents  add  4%  sales  tax) 

Eastwind 

PO   Box  554 

Station  J' 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4J  4Z2 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 
(416)  366-2859 

(Line  open  24  hours) 


MIDDLE  AGED  ACADEMIC  LIVING 
alone  Maritimes  country  home  seeks  friend 
Toronto  or  Halifax  for  exchange  visits  with 
objective  of  permanent  relationship.  Interest 
classical  music  good  pianist  theatre  travel 
good  conversation  and  sex  versatile  in  all 
5*10"  170  lbs  good  physique  house  trained 
enjoyable    companion.    Discretion   assured. 

Reply  Drawer  B146. 

25  YEARS  OLD,  6'  1",  165  lbs,  blonde,  blue 
eyes,  moustache,  professional,  attractive  and 
affectionate.  Are  you  interested  in  a  serious, 
warm  friendship,  or  a  lasting  relationship? 
Write  and  tell  me  about  yourself.  Photo 
appreciated.    Discretion   assured.    Drawer 

B151. 

ATTRACTIVE  CHINESE  OR  OTHER 
Asian  educated  young  gay  man  wanted  by  sin- 
cere mature  gentleman  with  own  home  and 
car.  Should  be  affectionate  and  appreciate  the 
arts,  literature,  music,  antiques,  theatre, 
country  outings  and  quiet  times  at  home 
together.  Please  reply  with  phone  number  to 
Drawer  B 148. 

ATTRACTIVE  EDUCATED  MATURE 
masculine  straight-appearing  gentleman  in 
50's,  5'9",  brown  eyes,  steel-grey  hair,  has 


own  home,  car  and  extensive  interests, 
including  arts,  antiques,  theatre,,  music, 
concerts  and  country  trips.  Would  like  to 
share  a  warm  caring  relationship  with  another 
sincere,  educated  compatible  gay  male.  Reply 
with  phone  number  please  to  Drawer  B149. 

LONELY,  W/M,  36,  145  lbs,  5'7",  athletic 
medium  build,  enjoys  swimming,  cycling, 
music,  camping,  affectionate,  considerate, 
discreet.  Seeks  clean-shaven,  non-smoker, 
possible  lasting  relationship  with  younger 
W/M  or  same  age  as  self.  Drawer  B 150. 


6°9b, 


YOUNG  MAN,  SURVEYOR,  6'2",  lead, 
bisexual,  greek  passive  or  active,  huge  cock, 
moustache  and  short  hair,  strong  but  gentle, 
seeks  man,  any  age,  for  friendship.  Photo  with 
letter  essential,  will  reciprocate.  Discretion 
assured.  P.O.  Box  425,  Station  "O",  Toronto 

M4A2P1. 

MOUSTACHE,  SHORT  HAIR,  classy  very 
attractive  male  model.  Hard  working  etc. 
seeks  friends.  Rodney  (416)  361-1141. 
Toronto. 


HOMES 


Toronto 


CABBAGETOWN  Renovated  two-bedroom, 
imaginative  master  with  fireplace  and  sky- 
light. Finished  basement  cedar  deck,  parking. 
Move  in  condition.  Close  to  everything.  Call 
R.  Marlowe  482-1325.  Century  21  Promotion 
Realty  Ltd. 

ATTENTION  PROFESSIONAL  MEN.  For 
rent,  Gloucester  Street,  Victorian  Mansion, 
steps  to  Yonge  &  Church,  3  floors  plus  full 
walkout  basement,  l,700sq.  ft.  per  floor,  suit 
3  or4couples.  Call  964-8871. 

BEACHES  at  Queen  and  Victoria  Park.  Cozy 
bachelor  basement  apt.  for  rent.  $215.  mo. 
incl.  parking,  Oct.  1.  Call 964-8871. 

BROADVIEW-DANFORTH  AREA.  One 
bedroom  main  floor  apartment  on  tree-lined 
street  $285.  (utilities  incl.)  Steps  to  Riverdale 
park.  Clean,  bright,  self-contained.  Use  of 
large  backyard  and  washer  and  dryer.  Steps  to 
street  car  or  1 0  minute  walk  to  subway.  Would 
suit  one  quiet  individual.  469-3955  after  6  pm. 

Available  November  1 . 

TWO  GAY  MEN  WANT  TO  RENT 
Nov/Dec  2/3  bedroom  duplex  house  or  low 
rise  apt.  being  transferred  to  Toronto. 
Fireplace,  parking  if  possible,  350.  range  incl. 
utilities.  Quiet,  discreet,  honest,  masculine,  c/o 
Occupant  P.O.  Box  7004  St.  A  Saint  John, 

N.B.  E2L4S4.      ' 

ROOM  FOR  RENT.  RIVERDALE  PARK 
area.  Share  Kitchen  and  Bath.  Clean  and  quiet 
environment.  $30.00  per  week.  Phone  Bill 
465-9871. 


WORK 


MALE  MODEL  WITH  WEIGHT  LIFTING 
type  physique  wanted  by  male  amateur  photo- 
grapher into  muscles.  Willing  to  pay  reason- 
able fees  for  posing,  etc.  Please  send  photo. 
Will  be  returned  on  request.  Drawer  B76. 
MALE  MODELS  needed  in  Hamilton  for  sil- 
houette, facial  and  portrait  works.  Qualif- 
ications nice  build,  good  looks  and  an  expres- 
sive face.  Please  mail  all  replies  to:  K. 
Gateman,  26  Glenburn  Court,  Stony  Creek, 

Ontario,  L8E1C8. 

SUPERINTENDENT    for    two    rooming 
houses  which  will  also  be  tourist  homes.  Free 


one-bedroom  apartment  and  small  weekly 
salary  to  start.  As  you  build  tourist  business 
salary  can  grow.  Ambitious  hard-working  guy 
needed.  Must  have  good  work  record  and 
preferably  some  experience  as  a  superinten- 

dent.  Sim  465-6423. 

DYING  IN  NEW  YORK  —  HELP!  Gay 
Young  American  seeking  employment  as 
accountant  in  Montreal  needs  help  of  any  gay 
businessman  who  can  offer  job  and  help  with 
immigration.  Experienced,  ambitious, 
hardworking,  serious.  Live  in  New  York  and 
can  relocate  at  own  expense.  Can  anyone 
help?   Serious   replies   only  please.   Drawer 

B178. 

STRUGGLING  ACTOR  requires  help  from 
creative  amateur  photographer  to  develop 
inexpensive    portfolio.    Serious   calls    only 

please.  929-35 14. 

ARTIST  WANTS  TO  USE  PRINTING  and 
writing  experience  to  earn  auxiliary  income; 
also  requires  apartment /studio  accomo- 

dation.  Phone 465-93 18,  Paul. 

MALE,  19,  SEEKS  FULL-TIME 
employment  as  an  apprentice  hairdresser, 
waiter  or  junior  office  position  (mail /file 
clerk  etc.)  If  you  can  help  out  please  write  to 
drawer  B98.  Thank  you. 

MODELS  WANTED  for  amateur  photogra- 
pher. Must  be  young,  atheletic.  Excellent  rate 
of  pay.  Send  photo  is  possible  to  Drawer  A34. 

SERVICES 

TEACHER  OF  PIANO  and  theory  with  sev- 
eral years  of  experience,  new  to  Toronto,  look- 
ing for  students.  Beginners  welcome.  Also  a- 
vailable  as  an  accompanist  and  for  audition 
work  with  singers.  Contact  Ron  at  535-5653. 

PIANO  INSTRUCTION  for  gay  men.  Begin- 
ners welcome.  Conservatory  methods.  Call 

694-0205. 

CONTRACT  BRIDGE  LESSONS  for  begin- 
ners. Class  groups  of  four  only.  Downtown 
apartment  setting,  day  or  evening  classes.  Call 
Don  at  366-9802. 


LETTERS 


MAKE  NEW  FRIENDS  throughout  Canada. 
JoinGAYMATES,  a  pen  pal  club  for  gay  men. 
For  information  write  GSI,  Box  3043,  Saska- 

toon,  SK  S7K  3S9,  Canada. 

REMAILING  SERVICE,  discreet,  confiden- 
tial. Mail  recieved,  forwarded,  or  held  for  pick 
up.  Send  stamped  envelope  for  details  to  Box 
2151,  Station  B,  Scarborough,  ON  M1E  2E5. 


READING 


NUDE  BOYS  AND  MEN,  all  types,  sizes  and 
shapes!  Largest  and  finest  selection  of  gay  films 
and  magazines  in  the  world!  Guaranteed  Can- 
adian delivery.  Send  $1  for  photo-illustrated 
catalogues.  Lettrex  Studio-C,  Postbus  1135, 
Amsterdam  1000,  Holland. 


TRAVEL 


TAMARINDE  GUEST  HOUSE  on  the  Carib- 
bean's choicest  island,  St  Maarten.  Gay  atmos- 
phere, nude  beach  nearby,  reasonable  rates. 
Request  brochure:  15-B  Mine  St,  New  Bruns- 

wick.NJ  08901,  USA. 

FT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA,  BekkMar 
Vacation  Motel.  Friendly,  informal  atmos- 
phere. Clean  comfortable  rooms  $14  nightly, 
Efficiencies  $  1 8  nightly  for  two.  (305)  566-4376. 
KEY  WEST  ISLAND  HOUSE.  Vacation 
rooms  and  apartments,  large  enclosed  sun  deck, 
pool,  in  historic  area.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
1 129  Fleming  St,  Key  West,  FL  33040,  USA. 
(305)294-6284. 


OTHER 


THE  HITE  REPORT  questionnaire  on  male 
sexuality  is  available  from  S  Hite,  Box  5282, 
FDR  Station,  New  York,  NY  10022,  USA.  We 

need  you.  Please  write!! 

LESBIAN/GAY  JEWISH  GROUP  seeks  in- 
formation or  personal  experiences  of  gays  dur- 
ing the  Nazi  era.  Help  us  defeat  Briggs.  Write: 
537  Jones,  N °  8 1 74,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 02. 


TORONTO 
24-HOUR 
INFORMATION 

By  and  for  the  gay  community 

923-GAYS 

For  all  the  latest  information 

on  dances,  games,  demos, 

jogging,  movies,  church  events, 

garage  sales,  picnics,  meetings, 

and  just  about  everything  else 

the  gay  community  in  Toronto 

is  up  to. 

MESSAGE  CHANGES  WEEKLY 

Take  your  pick  of  a  week-full 

of  gay  events! 

DIAL  923-GAYS 


GAY  TIDE 

Subscribe  to  Vancouver' s  gay  paper. 

Supporting  subscriptions 

help  Gay  Tide 

in  its  legal  battle 

with  the  Vancouver  Sun. 

A  supporting  sub 

costs  only  $5,  and  is  mailed 

ina  plain,  sealed  envelope. 

I         Send  to: 

Gay  Tide,  PO  Box  1463,  Stn  A 

Vancouver,  BC.V6C  2P7. 


After  Stonewall 

A  critical  journal  of  gay  liberation 

Subscriptions :  $4  for  4  issues. 

After  Stonewall 

PO  Box  2051 

Winnipeg,  MB 

R3C3M2 


46/BODY  POLITIC 


□  Older  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Box  6248,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W1P6. 

□  Prairie  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/CCDLG,  Box 

27,  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg, 
MB.R3T  2N2. 

I  ask  Force  on  the  Status  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male 
Psychologists,  c / o  Canadian  Psychological  Asso- 
ciation, 1 390  Sherbrooke  St  W,  Montreal,  PQ 
H3G1K2. 

PUBUCATIONS""^™** 

After  Stonewall,  Box  2051 ,  Winnipeg,  MB 
R3C3M2. 
DThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
ONM5W1X9. 

□  Forum,  a  publication  of  the  CLGRC/CCDLG, 
CP  36,  SuccursaleC,  Montreal,  PQH2L4J7. 

DGaKeMu  Quibec,  CP  36,  SuccursaleC, 

Montreal,  PQH2L4J7. 
DGay  Rising,  Box  1 56,  Station  P,  Toronto,  ON 

M5S2S7. 
DGay  Tide,  Box  1463,  Station  A,  Vancouver,  BC 

V6C2P7. 
D  Lesbian  Newsletter  Coalition,  Box773,Guelph, 

ON.N1H  6L8. 
DMetro Community  News,  29 Granby  St ,  Toronto, 

ONM5B1H8. 

Out  &  About .  PO  Box  3742,  Stn  B,  Winnipeg,  MB, 

R2W  3R6. 

OCTOBER  1978 


CommunityPage 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in  Can- 
ada and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  themselves 
toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppres- 
sion. It  includes:  democratically  constituted  organi- 
zations, cooperatively-run  clubs  and  community  cen- 
tres, bookstores  which  sell  gay  and  feminist  literature, 
and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 

Organizations  wishing  to  be  listed,  or  to  revise  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The  Body 
Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Tor- 
onto, ON  M5W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

□  Dignity  /Calgary,  Box  1492,StationT,T2H2H7. 
Ph:  (403)  269-7542. 

DGay  Academic  Union,  Box  G-262,  Station G, 

T3A2G2. 
DGay  Information  and  Resources,  Rm  3 1 2, 223 

12  Ave  SW,  T2R  0G9.  Ph:  (403)  264-391 1 . 

Information  and  counselling  Monday  -  Saturday; 

Gay  AA  Monday;  Lesbian  discussion  Tuesday, 

Men's  discussion  Friday. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  1703  1st  St  NW, 

T2M  4P4.  Ph :  (403)  266- 1 806. 
D  Parents  of  Gays  meets  last  Sunday  of  each  month 

at  the  Unitarian  Church,  1703 1st  St  NW. 

Edmonton 

□  dub  70, 10242-106  St,  T5J  1H7.  Ph:(403)423-5O51. 
:  Dignity   Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 

D  Edmonton  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Organization 

(ELGRO),  Box  837,  Substation  1 1 ,  University  of 

Alberta,  T6G2E0. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852, 

T5J  2P2.  Of  Hce:  10144-101  St,  Ph:  (403)424-8361. 
D  Metropolitan  Commn  nity  Church,  Box  1312, 

T5J2M8.  Ph:  (403)458-7863. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Prince  George 

□  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  through 
the  Crisis  Centre,  Ph:  (604)563-1214. 

Vancouver 

D  Dignity  /Vancouver,  Box  1036,  V6B3X5. 

DGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1463, 

Station  A,  V6C2P7.  Ph:(604)689-3139. 
DTne  Gay  Fellowship,  20 1 2  Dollarton  Highway, 

North  Vancouver,  V7H  1A4.  Ph:  (604)929-3966. 

Meets  2nd  Thurs  at  8PM;  4th  Sun  at  2PM. 
DGay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c  /o  Student  Society, 

Simon  Fraser  Univ,  Burnaby.  Ph:  (604)291-3181 

or  291-3111. 
DGay  People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 

University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T 1 W5. 

Ph:  (604)  228-6781. 
DGay  Radio,  c/  o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio, 

337CarrallSt,V6B2J4. 
D  Rights  of  Lesbians  Su  bcommittee,  British 

Columbia  Fe deration  of  Women,  1730 Stephens 

St,V6K3V5. 

Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 

Counselling  in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 

Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X 1A8. 
DSEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 

St,  V6B  3H 1 .  Ph :  (604)  689- 1039. 
DSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 

Seymour  St,  V6B3H1. 

Victoria 

DFeminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box  237, 
Station  E,  V8W  2M6. 

I  ni  versity  of  Victoria  Gay  Club,  Student  Union 
Bldg .  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1 700,  V8W  2Y2. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

DGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4. 

Ph:  (204) 725-0930. 

Winnipeg 

DCoancil  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912, 

R3C3R2. 
D  Dignity  /Winnipeg,  Box  191 2.  R3C  3R2. 
DGays  for  Equality,  Box  27.  UMSU,  University  of 

Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph.  (204)  269-8678. 
!  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  3742,  Station  B,  R2W  3R6. 

Winnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre  Project,  Box 

3742,  Station  B,  R2W  3R6. 
D  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  University 

of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)269-8678. 
D  Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/o  A  Woman's  Place, 

143  Walnut  St,  R3GIP2.  Ph:  (204) 786-4581. 

NBVBRUNSwlcrT^^™' 

Fredericton 

DGay  Friends  of  Fredericton,  Box  442.  E3B  5A4. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Corner  Brook 

iCommuniry  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 
DGay  Organization  of  the  Women  of  Newfound- 
land (GOWN),  may  be  contacted  at  the  address 
for  CHAN  given  above. 

St  John's 

D  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Station  C,  A1C  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

The  Alternate  Bookshop,  I  585  BarnngtonSt, 

Suite301,B3JlZ8. 
D  Atlantic  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  for  Example 

(APPLE),  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal  Station, 

B3J3K6. 
DGay  Affiance  for  Equality,  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax 

South  Postal  Station,  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902)429-6969. 
D  Gay  Youth  Halifax  may  be  reached  through  the 

address  given  for  the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality. 


ONTARIO 


Guelph 

Gudph Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H6L8. 
Gayiine:  (519)836-4550. 
D  Gudph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550, 
Mon,Wed&Thurs,8-10PM. 

Hamilton 

McMaster  Homophile  Association,  DO ,  Box  44, 
Station  B,  L8L  7T5.  Gayiine:  (416)  527-0336. 
DGay  Women  of  Hamilton  may  be  contacted  at  the 
address  given  for  the  McMaster  Homophile  Assoc. 

Kingston 

D  Kingston  Women's  Centre,  Queen's  University, 
Student  Memorial  Union,  3rd  floor 

D  Queen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs 
Centre,  5 1  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University, 
K7L  2S7 .  Ph :  (6 1 3)  547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

D  Gay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo  (GROW), 

Box  2632,  Station  B,  N2H  6N2. 
D  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK), 

Box  2531,  Station  B,  N2H6M3. 
D  Waterloo  Universities'  Gay  Liberation  Movement, 

Federation  of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo, 

N2L3G1.  Ph:(519)  885-121  l.ext  2372. 

London 

D  Gay  Action  Group  for  Equality,  Box  4341 , 

Station  C.N5W  5  J6. 
D  Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 

(HALO),  649  Col  borne  St,  N6A  3Z2. 

Ph:  (519)433-3762. 
D  London  Lesbian  Collective,  Box  4724,  Station  C, 

N5W5L7. 

Mississauga  Brampton 

GEM  Gay  Equality  Mississauga,  Box  156, 
Station  A,  L5A2Z7. 

t-syane  West:  (416)791-6974.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Ottawa 

See  entry  under  Ottawa/Hull  in  the  Regional  section. 

Peterborough 

I  ITrent  Homophile  Association,  Box  1524,  K9J  7H7. 
262RubidgeSt,  Rm203.  Ph:  (705)742-6229, 
Thurs.  7-10PM. 

Thunder  Bay 

D  Northern  Women's  Centre,  3 16  Bay  St.  P7B IS1 . 
Ph:  (807)  345-7802. 

Toronto 

D Catalyst  Press,  3 1 5  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 

MIN2S6. 
i  i  Chatsworth  Charitable  Foundation ,  29 Granby  St , 

M5B1H8. 
D Community  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 

(CHAT),  29  Granby  St.  M5B  I H8. 
(  ICougngatlon  B'nai  Kehlllah  of  Toronto  for 

(.ay  Jews,  c/o66  Gloucester  St.  M4Y1L5. 

Meetings  and  services  every  2nd  and  4t  h  Fri ,  1 0 

Trinity  Square. 

Dignity,  Box  249.  Station  E,  M6H  4E2. 

Free  I /solans  and  GayatFL  AG).  277  Berkeley  St. 

Apt  2. M5A  2X3.  Ph:  (416)362-3678. 
iGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Prof  John  Lee,  Scar- 
borough College.  West  Hill.  MIC  1A4. 

Gay  Affiance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF.  Central  Square. 

Rm  105.  York  University.  4700 Keele  St ,  Downs- 


view,M3J  1P3.  Office:  216  Vanier  College  Res- 

dence.Ph:  (416)667-3509  or  667-3632. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1 56, 

Station  P,M5S2S7.Ph:  (416)  964-0148. 
DGay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre  Ave, 

Scarborough,  M1N2S6. 
DGay  Community  Calendar:  (416)  923-GAYS. 

24-hour  recorded  message. 
DGay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 

M5B 1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line:  (416) 

364-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thur,  710:30PM;  Fri 

&  Sat  to  11:30PM. 
DGays  at  Toronto,  c/o  SAC  Office,  Hart  House 

Circle,  University  of  Toronto. 
DGay  Television  Collective,  c/o  Box  575,  Station  K, 

M4P2Hl.Ph:  (416)691-9269. 
DGay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301 . 

Ph:  (416)  366-5664.  Meetings  at  the  5 1 9  Church  St 

Community  Centre,  Tues,  7:30PM. 

Glad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge, 

M4WlL7.Ph:  (416)961-4161. 
D  Harbinger  Gay  Men's  Drop-in,  Tues,  12-6PM, 

Rm  214,  Vanier  Residence,  York  University. 

Harbinger  Lesbian  Drop-in,  Wed,  3-5PM, 

Rm  214,  Vanier  Residence,  York  University. 
D  Hassle-Free  Clinic,  2  Homewood  Ave,  Suite  101 , 

M4Y2J9.Ph:  (416)  922-3323.  VD  testing  and  info. 
D  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends, 

20 Berryman  St,  M5R  1M6.  Ph:  (416)925-4047. 
D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Trade  Union  Group,  Box  1 62, 

Station  K.M4P2G5. 
D  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT),  342 

JarvisSt,  M4Y  2G6.  Ph:  (416)960-3249. 
'  'Metropolitan  Community  Church,  29 Granby  St, 

M5B 1H8.  Ph:  (416)  364-9799. 
D  Pink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Station  A, 

M5W 1G2.  Ph:  (416)  863-6320. 
DThreeof  Cups,  Women's  Coffee  House,  342  Jarvis 

St,  M4Y2G6.  Ph:  (416)  967-2882. 
DTAG,  Box 6706,  Station  A,  M5W 1X5. 

Ph:  (416)  964-6600.  Peer  counselling  service. 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  HarbordSt, 

M5S 1G5 .  Ph :  (4 1 6)  922-8744. 
DTransvestites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Station  A, 

M5W 1G3.  Ph:  (416)466-71 12. 

Tri-AM  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave, 

M4Y 1K9.  Ph:  (416)924-2525. 
D  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Station  E,  M6G4E1 . 

Ph:  (416)  921-9091. 
D  Women's  Archives,  Box  928.  Station  Q,  M4T  2P 1 . 

Windsor 

Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Station, 
N9C  3Y6.  Ph:  (5 1 9)  252-0979. 


QUEBEC 


Abitibi 

D  Association  gaie  de  I' Abitibi,  a/s  ADGQ,  CP  36, 

SuccursaleC,  Montreal,  H2L4J7. 

Hull 

See  en  try  under  Ottawa/Hull  in  the  Regional  section. 

Montreal 

D  Androgyny  Bookstore,  121 7  Crescent  St, 

H3C2Bl.Ph:  (514)  866-2131. 
D  Association  Communautaire  Homosexuelle  de 

I '  I  nrversi te  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean-Brillant, 

Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Social es,  Universite 

deMontreal,H3TlN8. 
DCoopFemmes,  31  Boulevard  St  Laurent, 

H2X2V5.Ph:  (514)  843-8998. 
i    Dignity  Montreal,  CP  641 ,  Snowdon,  H3X  3X8. 
DEgUscCommunautaire  de  Montreal /Montreal 

Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succursale  NDG , 

H4A3Rl.Ph:  (5 14)  845-4471. 
DEgUsedu  Disciple  Blen-Alme,  6581  St  Laurent, 

H2S3CS.Ph:  (514)279-5381. 

Emmanuel  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 

5-2320 Lincoln,  H3H  1J4.  Ph:  (514)937-9696. 
DGay  Friends  of  Concordia  meet  every  Thursday 

in  Rm  923,  Hall  Bldg,  at  4:00PM.  For  information 

phone:(514)  288-37/37. 
DGay  Info,  Box  6 10,  Station  NDG,  H4A  3R 1 . 

Ph:  (514)486-4404,  Mon-Sat,  7-1 1PM. 
OGayttse:  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330.  Seven  days 

a  week,  7- 11PM. 
DGay  McGill,  University  Centre,  3480  McTavish, 

H3A1X9. 
DGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  Weredale  Park, 

H3ZlY5.Ph:(5l4)937-9581. 

(.ay  V  lit  link.  Montreal  Youth  Clinic,  Mon.  Wed 

and  Fri  evenings,  3658SteFamille. 

Ph:  (514)  843-7885. 

<  .ay  Women  of  McGill  meet  Tues,  8PM,  Women's 

Union,  University  Centre,  3480  McTavish. 

Rm425-6.  Phone  Gayiine  or  (514)866-2131. 
DGroupegal  a  I'Universite  du  Quebec  a  Montreal. 

CP8888.H3C3P8. 
CI  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans,  c/o  Box  610.  Station 

NDG.  H4A  3RI .  Ph:  (5 14)486-4404 (Thur  A 

Frionly). 

Jeuneaae  Gaie  de  Montreal  (Gay  Youth  of 

Montreal).  CP  753.  Succursale  H.  H3G  2M7. 

Meetings  at  5  Weredale  Park.  Sat.  1:30PM. 
[  1NA(1IF.S:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion  Group.  Box 

298.  Station  H.  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)488-0849 


D  Parents  of  Gays,  c/o  Box610,  Station  NDG, 
H4A3Rl.Ph:  (514)486-4404. 

Quebec 

Centre  Homophile  d' Aide  etdelj  be  ration 
(CHAD,  CP  596,  Haute-ville,  G 1 R  4R8. 175  rue 
Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418)525-4997. 
D  Paroisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  cat  holique  eucharis- 
tique),  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne,  G 1 K  6E4. 
Service  d '  Entreaide  Homophile  de  Quebec, 
260,  rue  des  Franciscains,  G1R 1  Jl. 
Ph:  (418)  524-8344. 

Saint  Jerome 

D  Association  des gai(e)s  des  Laurentide,  CP  272, 
J7Z5T9. 

Sherbrooke 

CH  AL-Estrie,  CP  2032,  Succursale  Jacques- 
Cartier,JU3Yl. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Moose  Jaw 

tJMoose Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  Box  1778, 
S6H7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

DPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V6J9.  Ph:  (306)763-2590. 

Regina 

D  Atropos  Fellowship  Society /Odyssey  dub, 
Box3414,S4P3J8. 

Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union ,  Box  4 1 9,  Sub-PO  6, 

S7N0W0. 
DGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 

31020th  St  E,  2nd  floor.  Ph:  (306)652-0972. 

Grapevine,  a  group  fro  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 

Ph:  (306)  343-5963. 
DLesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 

Box  4021,  S7K3T1. 

'.Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St,  S7K0M1 
D Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  c/o  Saskatchewan 

Association  on  Human  Rights,  31 1  20th  St  W, 

S7M0X1. 


REGIONAL 


Ottawa/Hull 

D  Dignity,  Box  2102,  Station  D,  KIP  5W3. 

D  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'OnUouais,  Box  29 1 9, 

Station  D,  KIP  5W9.  378  Elgin  St,  2nd  floor. 

Gayiine:  (613)238-1717.  Business:  233-0152. 
DGay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull  /  Jeunesse  Gail  eh 

d' Ottawa  Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same 

address  and  phone  numbers  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 

Meetings  /Drop-in,  Sat,  8PM,  378  Elgin  St,  2nd  fl. 
D  Lesbians  of  Ottawa  Now  (LOON).  Box  6057, 

StationJ,  K2A  1T1.  Ph:  (613)238-1717. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868. 

StationB,  K1P5T1.  Ph:  (613)741-0783. 


PROVINCIAL 


D  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gai(e)s  du  Quebec, 
(ADGQ).  CP  36,  Succursale  C.  Montreal .  PQ. 
H2L4J7.  1264StTimothee. 
Ph:(514)843-8671. 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  Box  156, 
Station  P,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2S7. 
Manitoba  Gay  Coalition.  Box  27.  UMSU,  Univer- 
sity of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB.  R3T  2N2. 
:  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  Box  543.  Station  F. 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2L8.  Ph: (416)654-1 183. 

DSaskaSchewaB  Gay  Coalition.  Box  7508. 
Saskatoon,  SK 

Bi National  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  head 

office:  29 Granby  St,  Suite  301 ,  Toronto.  ON 

M5B 1H8.  Ph:(416)  366-5664. 

Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639.  Station  A. 

Toronto,  ON  M5WIG2. 

(  anadtan  Lesbian  and  Gay  Right*  Coalition 

Conation  canadienne  pour  lesdroitsdes  ksbieanes 

et  des  gals  (CLGRC/CCDLG).  CP  2919.  Suc- 

cursaleD. Ottawa. ON  KIP SW9 

Ph:(613)  233-0152. 
[    Coantion  binationalr  pour  la  Jeunesse  gaHe), 

Siege  social  quebecois:  CP  753.  Succursale  H. 

Montreal.  PQH3G2M7. 
DConmattee  to  Defend  John  Damirn.  Box 608. 

StttaK,  li>ronto.ONM4P2HI. 
DThe  Joan  Damien  Foundation.  Box  1 17.  Station  V. 
I  oronto.  ON  M6R  3A4. 

New  Democratic  Partt  PnJ  CV— , If  1M, 

Station  F.  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7 
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DREAMS  DEFERRED 

The  Birth  and  Betrayal  of  America's 
First  Gay  Liberation  Movement 

A  three-part  series  by  John  D'Emilio 

The  Mattachine  Society,  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty-eight  years,  has  increasingly  been 
viewed  in  the  post-Stonewall  era  as  an  overcautious,  accommodating,  conservative  left- 
over from  the  days  before  "real"  gay  liberation.  It  is  a  reputation  that,  for  the  most  part, 
Mattachine  has  deserved. 

But  it  did  not  begin  that  way.  For  a  short  time  in  the  early  Fifties  it  seemed  that  a  gen- 
uine homosexual  emancipation  movement  was  about  to  take  root  in  the  hostile  soil  of 
Joe  McCarthy's  America,  nurtured  by  the  pioneering  efforts  of  a  handful  of  courageous 
men.  Its  ideas  were  radical,  its  politics  leftist,  and  its  leaders  committed  not  to  mere  re- 
form, but  to  massive  social  change. 

It  failed. 

Beginning  in  the  November  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  and  continuing  through  Feb- 
ruary, historian  John  D'Emilio  recounts  the  little-known  story  of  the  witch  hunts,  the 
purges  and  the  paranoia  that  turned  Mattachine  on  its  head  and  set  back  the  progress  of 
gay  liberation  nearly  twenty  years. 

Subscribe  now  and  get  the  whole  story. 
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